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For half a century, the city has struggled to decide whether 





present, or future. Now it’s your turn. 
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For just one night, the one and 
only Liza Minnelli ups the glam 
factor at Davies Symphony Hall. 
The Broadway legend and star 
of the silver screen will perform 
with her septet, singing classic 
American standards including 
New York, New York and Cabaret. 
= Winner of countless awards for 
both stage and screen, “Liza with 
a Z" is apop culture icon and star 
of the brightest magnitude. 


The San Francisco Symphony does not appear 
on this concert. Group discount not available. 


SFSYMPHONY.ORG (415) 864-6000 





SECOND CENTURY PARTNERS SEASON PARTNERS 
Chevron Concert at Davies Symphony Hall. Programs, artists, and prices subject to change. 
aL. ~ . C idl _ Box Office Hours Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat noon-6pm, Sun 2 hours prior to concerts 
WILLIAM HILL seas as hronic . dl KDFC Walk Up Grove Street between Van Ness and Franklin 
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SAE.EDU 


Hands-on courses. Real world experience. 
RSVP for Open House today. 


450 Bryant Street Suite 100, San Francisco, CA 94107 (415) 344. 0886 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC FEBRUARY 12-18, 2014 | 3 





ap 


600 Providers 

2,000 Specialists 

200+ Pharmacies 
e Emergency Care Nationwide 
e 24/7 Free Nurse Advice Line 
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ORCHIDS 


and all that 


JAZZ 


#1 ORCHID SHOW 
IN THE U.S. 


GALA BENEFIT PREVIEW 
THURSDAY 
FEB. 20, 6:30 -10 PM 


Benefits the S.F. Conservatory of Flowers 


& the U.C. Botanical Garden 





PACIFIC ORCHID EXPOSITION 


SHOW & PLANT SALE: FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 


FEBRUARY 2] - 23, 2014 


FESTIVAL PAVILION, FORT MASON CENTER, SAN FRANCISCO 


Tickets & Information = 
www.orchidsanfrancisco.org 
050-548-6700 


A California Non-Profit Tax Exempt 501(c)3 Corporation 
Cymbidium erythrostylum watercolor by Sally Robertson 
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THE NEXT BIG THING 


For half acentury, the city has 
struggled to decide whether 
the waterfront should resemble 
San Francisco's past, present, 
or future. Now it’s your turn. 
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In light of all the fancy new 
Mexican restaurants in town, 
we went looking for the most 
elemental ingredient. 
ByAnna Roth 
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PRINTING 
OUR FUTURE 


The future of feces: [Type A 
founder] Andrew Rutter’s speculation 
about the possibility of converting 
one’s own feces back into food 
through 3D printing [“The Rebirth of 


Photo of the week from 
SFWEEKLY.COM/SLIDESHOW: 
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Vance Cardell 


Golden Gate Kennel Club 
Annual All-Breed Dog Show 














Return to the 


Emera 


“Imagine the lucky space traveler who, instead of a nice hot cocoa before 
bedtime on the rocket ship, can now opt for a good cup of hot caca." 


BLAKE COMMENTING ON “THE REBIRTH OF MANUFACTURING” 








Manufacturing,” Rachel Swan, fea- 
ture, 2/5] on some future expedition 
to Mars certainly was food for 
thought. 

Imagine the lucky space traveler 
who, instead of a nice hot cocoa be- 
fore bedtime on the rocket ship, can 


now opt for a good cup of hot caca. 
Blake 


THE JAIL 
PROBLEM 


On suitable jails: Regarding your 
nonsensical article to replace the de- 
plorable 55-year-old jail facility at 850 
Bryant St. [“Lock Up the Vote,” Rachel 
Swan, Sucka Free City, 2/5], the two 
jails present unacceptable safety haz- 
ards. They are slated for demolition 
and it’s wrong the city hadn’t shut 
these jails down. Though I inherited 
the jail replacement project of 903 
beds, I further reduced the proposal 
by 30 percent; and in light of our de- 
clining jail population, I continue to 
invite independent re-evaluations to 
determine true need for a smaller fa- 
cility. The effect of not having a re- 


Bebe SG () 
FRIENDS 
lebrating Life. Sd 


mpowering Hope. 









Tickets on Sale 


www.AcademyofFriends.org 


placement facility in San Francisco 
translates into 90 percent of our in- 
mates being jailed in the suburbs of 
San Mateo County. Shuttling our re- 
sponsibility away without an effective 
in-city facility belies a key foundation 
for the successful reentry of the im- 
pending released. While keeping pub- 
lic safety in paramount focus, our 
department remains a national leader 
that strives to obviate the need for jail 
cells through diversion and reentry 
programs, and widening alternatives 
to incarceration. Further, while 
over-building jails and prisons has 
been part of this country’s misguided 
criminal justice system, casting that 
shadow onto San Francisco or our 
groundbreaking efforts to reduce 
recidivism simply panders to sloppy 
rhetoric. 

Ross Mirkarimi, Sheriff 


UNCOVERING 
AN S.F. SCENE 


Reader is thankful for sex worker 
telling her story: Just wanted to say 
that Siouxsie Q’s article was beautiful 


» presents 


: the 34th Annual Gala 


ld ity, 


Sunday, March 2, 2014 
A Benefit for Bay Area HIV/AIDS Organizations 


Enjoy food and drinks provided by Bay Area restaurants, caterers and 
wineries and view the broadcast of the 86th Annual Academy Awards® 


and well written [“Confessions of an 
American Whore,” feature, 1/29]. I 
have friends who are sex workers in 
S.F. and I have heard their tales about 
how it affected their relationship with 
their families and ultimately the 
stress it put on them (they too would 
walk quickly when they had large 
sums of cash). Dealing with my own 
family issues for a few years now, | 
agree that a family is the ones some- 
one chose to surround herself with. I 
am glad Siouxsie Q has found happi- 
ness, she deserves it! Wishing her a 
lifetime of happiness with her future 
husband and looking forward to her 
column. 

Amanda 


BLOG COMMENT 
OF THE WEEK 


City leaders need to refocus on 
their citizens: I find it disturbing 
that this city, at the epicenter of the 
tech boom, is so far behind in pedes- 
trian safety [“Young Boy Hit by Car in 
the Tenderloin,” Erin Sherbert, the 
Snitch, 2/5]. City officials are too pre- 
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occupied with handing out condo per- 
mits to developers. Now! know who 
not to vote for come November. 
Hiram R 


CORRECTION 


In our news story, “Lock Up the Vote,” 
[2/5] we stated that Jeff Adachi 
supports Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi’s 
proposal for a $290 million, 640-bed 
jail, based in part on his signing of an 
Aug. 29 letter to Mayor Ed Lee in 
pursuit of a state grant for the $290 
million jail. Adachi now says he 
supports the smaller, 384-bed jail. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, e-mail, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

225 Bush Street, 17th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94104 
Fax: ///-1839 
E-mail: letters@sfweekly.com 







NORDSTROM 


2014 Beneficiaries Presenting Sponsor 








i i , 5 : a) 
i) MNO ~ GS bales o 2 Major Sponsors Firte!One SF Specs SanFrancisco 
—— =—_ = 7 Paws... i iH iHeart ee hada : ene 
(Makes : ae San Francisco 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVERSTORY THECALENDAR ARTS&CULTURE EAT MUSIC | FEBRUARY 12-18, 2014 | 5 










cost more than a Mazda. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


Olga fits, confidently, across 
the palm of your hand. The “exclusive 
24-karat gold-plated pleasure object” 
resembles a high-end plumbing fixture; 
the sort of faucet, one imagines, gracing 
the bathroom sinks of a kleptocrat’s 
dacha. This pleasure object, however, 
has some serious heft to it. Olga 
could easily serve as a murder 
weapon in a kinky version of Clue: 
Mrs. Peacock, in the dining room, 
with the dildo. 

Provided you don’t affix it toa 
chain and wear it about your neck, 
Olga offers staggeringly wealthy 
San Franciscans the opportunity 
to — at last — indulge in incon- 

spicuous conspicuous consumption. 
This dildo goes for $3,490, enough 
cash to account for a month’s rent for 
a one-bedroom pad in the Mission. 
The 24-karat dildo is just one of 
a quartet of gold-plated sex toys 
now under lock and key — and 
insured, you better believe — at 
Good Vibrations’ new Kearny Street 
location. Crafted by the Swedish 
company LELO, all four devices 
come with names sexier to the 
Scandinavian ear and prices 
befitting black-market kidneys. 
There’s Yva, the external 
vibrator ($3,900); Inez, “the 
most exclusive vibrator ever 
created” ($15,000); and Earl, 
“the most distinguished 
gentleman’s plug in the 


> 
DUEION®. 


<2 Members Only 


At last, San Franciscans have access to sex toys that 


world” ($2,590). “Earl” is a name more at 
home embroidered over the left pocket of a 
bowling shirt than affixed to a “gentleman’s 
plug.” Conversely, if you’re going to name your 
“gentleman’s plug” Earl, you might as well just 
go ahead and call it what it is: a butt plug. 

Regardless, it’s coated in 24-karat 
gold and could pass as an objet d’art: Earl 
resembles a shoehorn affixed to Sauron’s ring. 
Charmingly, Earl also comes with a pair of 
gold cufflinks resembling tiny versions of the 
butt plug; each one is about the right size to 
accommodate the backside of a Ken doll. 

All told, Good Vibes’ Kearny location 
features a shade under $25,000 (162,204 
Swedish Krona) worth of sex toys in a case 
the size of a hamster ball. Asked if anyone 
has purchased any of the LELO devices, Good 
Vibrations’ visual merchandise director Mike 
Korcek replies that a man expressed interest 
in taking home Earl from the Palo Alto outlet. 
But no one has yet taken the 24-karat plunge. 

In truth, a display of the world’s costliest 
sex toys serves much the same purpose 
as, say, an exhibition of the world’s largest 
sex toys: elephantine vibrators resembling 
pneumatic drills or dildos floated down 
the Columbia River by entire families of 
lumberjacks. 

“It’s a draw,” concedes Korcek. “They’re like 
museum pieces. Like Fabergé eggs.” 

Fabergé eggs, however, are far costlier. And 
suitable for external appreciation only. 


Go to sfweekly.com/slideshows for photos of 
the most expensive things you can put into 
your body for strictly recreational purposes. 


Specious 
Delivery 


A Muni bus takes a 
month to makea 
four-day trip. 


Muni riders are accus- 
tomed to long waits for a bus. 
Now Muni management knows 
howit feels. 

Coach No. 8711, one of 
50 New Flyer hybrid buses 
purchased in a $38.3 million 
deal, shambled into the Islais 
Creek Muni yard on Jan. 17, a 
1,900-mile journey from the 
St. Cloud, Minn., factory. Sadly, 
its voyage commenced on Dec. 
18. At least 10 percent of the 
$700,000-a-pop hybrids failed en 
route — but none more prodi- 
giously than Coach No. 8711. 

This gets worse: Muni 
confirms New Flyer refuses 
to disclose the mechanical his- 
tory of an apparent litany of 
breakdowns, leaving the agency 
clueless on how to follow up ona 
demonstrably problematic bus. 

Last month, SF Weekly re- 
vealed a bizarre handshake deal 
between Muni and New Flyer to 
manufacture and deliver those 
50 hybrids prior to the Board of 
Supervisors approving the con- 
tract. This rush order also nixed 
an internal Muni competition 
between hybrid drives crafted by 
BAE or Allison. All 50 buses were 
outfitted with BAE components 
— the same systems already 
within Muni's notoriously un- 
derperforming hybrid fleet. 

That article spurred Super- 
visor David Campos to call for a 
public hearing, which will be held 
on Thursday. 

Now Campos has one more 
late-arriving question to ask. JE 














Faux 
Sheepskin 


The president of areal 
university attended a 
fake one. 


When Eric Gravenberg was 
last summer named interim president 
of the College of Alameda, it elicited a 
flurry of articles in the hyperlocal 
press. All mentioned Gravenberg’s long 
history in academic administration, 
with some going on to note his bevy of 
awards and status as an “innovative, 
passionate, and committed leader for 
educational equity.” 


A far less laudatory mention came 
in 2012, when Gravenberg was listed 


at all.” 


its address, not necessarily moving 


In 2010, FBI agents raided the 
two-story New Orleans duplex hous- 


in a chapter titled “Time Bombs: 
People with Fake Degrees” in the 
book Degree Mills — an exposé of the 
shady schools offering diplomas for a 
fee and little more. 

Gravenberg’s competence isn’t 
being questioned. But the compe- 
tence of those who signed off on his 
Ph.D. is another matter. Graven- 
berg’s doctorate was granted by the 
unaccredited Columbus University, 
described within Degree Mills as “a 
classic example of an institution 
that moves from one state to anoth- 
er as state laws or licensing require- 
ments change ... when its license 
was revoked in one place, it changed 


That book’s co-author, John Bear, 
at one point visited the New Orleans 
address the university listed as its 
“campus.” He found, instead, a mar- 
tial arts dojo. 

The history of this Louisiana-, 
Alabama-, Tennessee-, and Mississip- 
pi-based school reads like something 
lifted from an episode of The Dukes 
of Hazzard. Its 1997 “faculty wanted” 
submissions to the Chronicle of High- 
er Education listed the school’s name 
as “Colgate University.” This rankled 
the established-in-1819 Colgate Uni- 
versity in Hamilton, N.Y.; the fly-by- 
night institution was pressured into 
going with “Columbus.” 


ing the university and the sole facul- 
ty member overseeing all 128 degree 
programs. In an affidavit, an agent 
claims the school is clandestinely 
run by former Louisiana State Sen. 
Michael O’Keefe, “currently incarcer- 
ated at a federal correctional facility.” 
Messages left for Gravenberg were 
not returned. Abel Guillen, the pres- 
ident of the Peralta Community Col- 
lege District board, had never heard 
of Columbus University; this was not 
a topic of discussion when Graven- 
berg was tapped for his interim 
position. Guillen says candidates for 
upper administration positions ought 
to “go through a thorough screening.” 


When asked what happened in this 
case, he says this is a task “usually 
done by our HR department.” 

Gravenberg’s Columbus Universi- 
ty degree, in fact, is reported in press 
release after press release, even those 
announcing his appointment to pres- 
tigious state educational advisory 
boards; he’s never obscured it. 

In any event, only a master’s de- 
gree is required to teach at (or lead) 
College of Alameda and the three 
other Peralta Community College 
District schools. Gravenberg states 
his M.A. and B.A. were granted by 
Chico State University. 

Among its other attributes, this 
is a school whose campus won't be 
mistaken for a dojo. JE 
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Ci PUBLIC INVESTIGATIONS 


Travel Agent 


A veteran private investigator goes on trial for allegedly encouraging a witness to disappear. 
But some Say it’s alla Set-up. 





By Brian Rinker 


Officer Damon Jackson 
spotted Ladarius Greer in the 
Tenderloin, near Turk and Mason, on 
Oct. 9, 2009. Cops knew Greer as a 
member of the Western Addition 
Page Street Gang, and knew that 
there was a no-bail warrant for his 
arrest out of Solano County. After 
confirming the warrant, Jackson — a 
member of the San Francisco Police 
Department’s Gang Task Force — 
approached Greer, cuffed him, and 
drove him to police headquarters at 
850 Bryant St. Greer didn’t know it 
then, but he was about to become a 
key player in an unusual battle 
between law enforcement anda 
veteran private investigator. 

It started on Easter Sunday 2009, 
when a rival gang member shot 
Greer several times at a bus stop on 
McAllister and Fillmore. A day later, 
while recovering in the hospital, 
Greer told Jackson that the person 
who shot him was a 19-year-old 
named Phil Pitney. Jackson taped 
that conversation with a recorder 
hidden in his jeans, and a couple of 
days later, he arrested Pitney, who 
was charged with attempted murder. 

The prosecution wanted Jackson 
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to serve a subpoena on Greer as a 
witness to testify against the man 
who tried to kill him. But when 
Jackson caught up with Greer in the 
Tenderloin that October, Greer told 
the officers that Pitney’s defense 
investigator had been harassing him. 
Steve Vender, a 58-year-old private 
investigator, kept calling and leaving 
messages, he said. Greer even played 
one for the cops. 

“Ladarius, this is Steve Vender, 
Phil Pitney’s investigator working 
for his attorney Eric Safire,” Vend- 
er’s message began. “We went to 
court today and the D.A. told the 
court that there is a no-bail warrant 
out for you out of Solano County. 

So I thought I'd pass that along. The 
last day they have to bring Pitney to 
trial is Oct. 13 ... So it’s October and 
it’s a good time to visit the Fresno 
Riviera and stay well. If you ever 
want to talk to me, I’m at [this num- 
ber]. All right.” 

The cops recorded that message, 
and told Greer to save incoming 
calls from Vender. Then, in what 
must have seemed like a miraculous 
turn of fortune for Greer, his Solano 
Couty arrest warrant disappeared. 
Dispatch suddenly had no record 
of it. No one could explain what 


Decoding the meaning of 
Steve Vender's voicemail has 
been the goal of one trial. 
But another is on the way. 


James Sanders 


happened. So Jackson served the 
subpoena requiring Greer to show 
up in court for Pitney’s trial, and 
then let him go. 

A few days later, when Pitney’s 
trial began, Greer was nowhere to 
be found. 


That November, a grand jury 
indicted Steve Vender on a felony 
charge for attempting to dissuade 
Greer, a witness, from testifying in 
court. It’s a serious charge against 
anyone, but especially for an investi- 
gator. If convicted, Vender could lose 
his PI. license and face the loss of 20 
years of credibility. It’s very rare for 
the D.A. to charge an investigator 
with a felony — in fact, it’s unheard 
of, says Floyd Andrews, a defense at- 
torney and former D.A. who has 
worked with Vender. He and others 
see the charges as payback for being a 
good investigator. 

“The idea they couldn’t find the 
warrant is ridiculous,’ Andrews says 
of the October 2009 encounter with 
Greer in the Tenderloin. He thinks 
the cops conspired with Greer to get 
dirt on Vender and then released him, 
even though he had an active no-bail 
warrant, after he gave up the message 
from Vender. “That was a set-up.” 
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Vender is known as a tenacious 
defense investigator. In 2006, he 
helped Andrews defend alleged 
gang member Daniel Dennard, who 
ended up beating a murder charge 
and walking free. Over the years, 
he’s found missing witnesses and 
dug up dirt against key witnesses 
for the prosecution, helping to 
tear apart a handful of high-profile 
cases, some of which took years 
to put together. “It’s absolutely 
payback,” says Andrews, who has 
hired Vender on many occasions. 
“Don't be too effective or we'll 
come after you.” 

The indictment is devastating 
for Vender, but it could also have 
a chilling effect on the defense, 
says Eric Safire, the attorney who 
represented Pitney and hired 
Vender. “It is not the way the 
system is supposed to work,” Safire 
says. It is a direct attack on the 
Constitution.” The charge against 
Vender “is a result of mine and 
Steve's successes, he says, because 
for years the two of them have been 
“throwing monkey wrenches in the 
prosecution’s cases.” 

D.A. spokesperson Alex Bastion 
wouldn’t comment about the 
allegations of retaliation, saying 
only that, “in order to protect the 
integrity of the justice system, it is 
vital to ensure that witnesses are 
not prevented or dissuaded from 
testifying in court.” 

Though police couldn't find 
Greer to testify for the trial, a jury 
still convicted Pitney of attempted 
murder. He got 40-years-to-life. 
The cops did eventually find Greer a 
month later — just in time to have 
him testify at Vender’s grand jury 
hearing. 

When Vender was indicted in 
November 2009, he spent a day in 
jail. His bail was $75,000. Eventually 
a judge lowered it to $25,000 after 
Vender delivered more than 30 
letters of support to the court from 
lawyers, judges, and investigators. 
But for four years, Vender had the 
felony charge hanging over his head. 


This Jan. 16, the case went to trial. 
The only evidence the D.A. had 
was the recorded voicemail to Greer, 

but prosecutors say it speaks for 
itself. Michael Maffei, the assistant 
district attorney who tried Vender, 
broke down the message into three 
parts. 


Maffei argues that Vender tells 
Greer he has a no-bail warrant out 
for arrest to imply that if Greer 
comes to court to testify, he will be 
arrested and won't be released on 
bail. Secondly, Vender mentions 
the last day of trial, an implicit 
suggestion to lay low until then. 
And, lastly, Vender tells Greer, “So 
it’s October and it’s a good time to 
visit the Fresno Riviera and stay 
well,” which means Greer had better 
skip town, according to the D.A. 

In Maffei’s closing arguments, 
he told jurors that Vender is like a 
mobster intimidating a witness. 

Vender never testified about what 
he meant to say in the voicemail, and 
declined to comment for this story. 
The closest thing to an explanation 
was a comment he gave to Kate 
Moser, a reporter for The Recorder, in 
2010: “As you are aware, Fresno is a 
land-locked city in the Central Valley 
... It’s a ridiculous notion to think 
that Steve Vender can pick up the 
phone and tell violent gang members 
with a criminal history to disappear 
to a place that doesn’t exist.” 

The defense maintains that 
Vender was only doing his job. Safire 
wanted Vender to find Greer, take 
a statement, and get him under 
subpoena. The voicemail, by this 
reading, was nothing more than an 
attempt by Vender to make inroads 
with Greer. When Vender did find 
him, Greer didn’t want to go to 
court for either side. As for the part 
about the Fresno Riviera, Vender’s 
attorney Cris Arguedas argued 
during the trial that was a reference 
to a previous conversation Vender 
had with Greer, in which Greer 
mentioned he had family in Fresno, 
and Vender joked about the charms 
of the Fresno Riviera. 

On the stand, Safire told the 
court he wanted Greer as a witness 
for the defense. “I didn’t want him 
in the Fresno Riviera,’ Safire tells 
SF Weekly. “I wanted him under 
subpoena if I needed him.” 

Even with all the support Vender 
had, a top-notch law firm working 
pro bono, and years of preparation, 
on Jan. 27 a jury returned 11 guilty 
votes. One lone juror voted not- 
guilty. It was deadlocked, so the 
judge declared a mistrial. Vender 
had narrowly escaped a felony 
conviction. 

But the saga of private 
investigator Steve Vender doesn’t 
end there. On Feb. 27, the case goes 
back to court, where the D.A. will 
most likely charge Vender again and 
start a whole new ordeal. Greer may 
have another chance to testify — if 
the cagey witness can be found. And 
the lawyers for Vender, the longtime 
private investigator whose career 
hangs in the balance, will have 
another chance to explain what he 
meant in that infamous voicemail. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci IN AMERICA AND ABROAD, LAWS ARE TURNING SICK PEOPLE INTO CANNABIS REFUGEES. 


Ex-Pats 


Before returning home to 
England, Clark French — a charming 
27-year-old with the accent and turns- 
of-phrase irresistible to the kind of 
Americans for whom public television 
is a ritual — capped off a December 
visit to San Francisco in typical tourist 
fashion, with a walk across the Golden 
Gate Bridge. 

Ho-hum for Marin commut- 
ers, the long walk was for him a 
life-changing experience. Back home, 
he can’t walk. 

At 24, the onset of multiple scle- 
rosis put French in a wheelchair or, at 
best, hobbling to appointments with 
the help of a walking stick. That ruled 
out a normal job, and home life wasn’t 
much fun when the drugs prescribed 
for the condition left him feeling like 
he was in treatment for cancer (they’re 
chemotherapy drugs). 

Bed-bound and house- 
bound: That was life for 
French for two years. After 
a month in the United 
States, “I was walking 
again,” he says. The answer? 
Not our health care system. 
Our legal weed. 

He first came here “on a 
wish and a hope’ after hear- 
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ing what cannabis oil did for other MS 
sufferers. He met some people, bought 
oil and buds in legalized Colorado and 
in California, where, French says, he 
received a doctor's recommendation 
(which are technically reserved for 
California residents only, but that’s an- 
other story). The oil beat the pain and 
stiffness MS wreaked on his body. 

In America, he could ditch the 
chair and even the walking stick. 

With long hair stuffed under a flat- 
brimmed cap and a wardrobe heavy 
on hoodies and jeans, French would 
fit right in in California. He would 
also be healthier. He’s thought about 
emigrating to the United States solely 
for his health — for marijuana. He is 
not alone. 

In America today, there are na- 
tive-born citizens who are leaving 
their homes, abandoning jobs, 
friends, and family. They are vacating 
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places like Pennsylvania and other 
points (mostly east), and relocating 
to Colorado. Some are parents, and 
they’re leaving their lives for weed — 
for their children. 

The story of adults going to states 
where they can buy over-the-counter 
oils, sprays, and teas that sometimes 
bring their children’s uncontrollable 
epileptic seizures to heel made The 
New York Times last fall. Think it’s 
bullshit? Think again: Big pharma 
and big medicine are getting into 
the game, with a yearlong study of a 
weed-based epilepsy drug now under- 
way at UC San Francisco. 

America is supposed to be a haven 
for refugees. Now, weed laws are 
creating them. 

French’s cousin, Dale Beau- 
mont-Smith, is a filmmaker. He was 
in California to film French’s’s walk, 
and in Colorado to capture his visits 
to dispensaries and 
farms, for a doc- 
umentary on the 
effort in the U.K. 
to make medical 
cannabis legal. 

In the U.K., can- 
nabis was downgrad- 
| ed from the canon 
| of dangerous drugs 
— for five years, 
from 2004 to 2009. 







Clark French rose from 
his wheelchair to walk 
across the Golden Gate 
Bridge, thanks, he says; 
to weed. —— 


It’s now a Class B drug again. He can 
get weed in the U.K., for about £20 for 
1.2 grams, all from Vietnamese gangs, 
French says, who pull cartel-like tricks 
like smuggling adolescent boys on 
container ships to tend giant gardens. 
“They’re not very nice at all,” he says. 
“But that’s it. That’s what’s out there.” 

And reform on cannabis policy is 
completely stalled. Only Parliament in 
London can move it forward, and very 
few members of Parliament will even 
touch it. Without a federal system 
where voters in individual states can 
change laws, it’s smoke what the Viet- 
namese have — or slowly sink back 
into the wheelchair. 

So French almost stayed. “It was 
for selfish reasons, really,” he says. 
“I wanted to be well.” Instead, he’s 
spending part of the winter closer to 
home, in Barcelona. Spanish policy 
on activities conducted within one’s 
home is nonintervention, so someone 
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in the know can buy cannabis from 
private “clubs,” not unlike the speak- 
easy-style Measure Z clubs 

in Oakland. 

So in Barcelona, a cheap flight on 
Ryanair away from his new home in 
Brighton, Clark French can walk. And 
he can stay closer to the U.K., where 
he can work. Marijuana activism in 
England is staging “cannabis picnics,” 
smoke-ins surrounded by police 
and by media, where French — a 
co-founder of the U.K.’s NORML — is 
a regular presence. 

“T never thought I'd be able to bea 
workaholic,” he says. Something else 
amused him: So many people he met, 
in San Francisco and in Denver, gave 
him so much free weed that California 
was, well, cheap. “I was actually saving 
money in California.” 

Land of the free, indeed. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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LETTERS 


JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


Museum of 
Scattered Art 


Perhaps it’s for the best that 
San Francisco isn’t a town overly 
stocked with vast, labyrinthine mu- 
seums of the sort where entire after- 
noons are required to explore a 
portion of a smidgeon of a quadrant 
of a wing. This isn’t the ideal place to 
store irreplaceable artifacts; the 
Great Quake of 1906 reduced Adolph 
Sutro’s priceless Hebraica collection 
to a much more affordable assembly 
of ash. 

It seems more ink has been 
spilled describing the exterior of 
the revamped de Young Museum 
than the contents of its interior. 
Your humble narrator thinks it 
looks like a moon base. But it’s a 
moon base housing plenty of great 
art. The de Young is the closest 
thing this city has to a “three-hour 
museum.” 

There is a more difficult and un- 
pleasant way to expend three hours 
viewing art from the de Young than 
simply visiting the place, however. 
It requires taking several forms 
of transportation, submitting to 
multiple, onerous searches of your 
person and effects, and, more than 
likely, being politely expelled from 
a government building. 

On the plus side, it’s essentially 
free. And it offers one the chance to 
be politely expelled from a govern- 
ment building. 


Attaining political office in San 
Francisco, it turns out, comes with 
an upside other than being ritualisti- 
cally berated in public by Rose Pak at 
the Chinese New Year’s Parade. Sal- 
vation Army décor was all well and 
good in the days of wine and roses. 
But a grown-up San Francisco leader 
requires wall art that doesn’t resem- 
ble something haggled over at a yard 
sale. Enter the de Young: The mu- 
seum runs a program loaning por- 
tions of its collection to government 
officials in a grandiose effort to class 
up the collective joint. 

A number of these paintings 
now hang far from San Francisco 
indeed. A William Bradford de- 
piction of Yosemite, we are told, 
is mounted directly behind Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein’s desk in her D.C. 
office. Our calls to Rep. Nancy Pelo- 








si’s San Francisco bureau querying 
if two Northern California land- 
scapes were hanging within view of 
the man answering the phone were, 
per office policy, shunted to her 
D.C. bureau. This led to the surreal 
situation of a man in Washington, 
D.C., being tasked by a man in San 
Francisco to tell SF Weekly what 
that man in San Francisco can see 
in his office. 

No one called back. 

Four de Young works — all 
European, interestingly — are 
housed in the governor’s mansion. 
The lieutenant governor's office 
in Sacramento, meanwhile, was 
described to us as “a glorified 
closet” — which somehow houses 
23 de Young paintings; perhaps 
some hang from the ceiling. 

Queries about 23 loaner paint- 
ings blindsided a Sacramento off- 
cial answering the phone there. A 
woman in San Francisco was tasked 
by the woman in Sacramento to tell 
SF Weekly what that woman in Sac- 
ramento couldn't see in her office. 

No one called back. 


A stark decision is proffered to 
those visiting the Federal Building’s 
top floor. An arrow pointing to the 
left reads “Cell Block.” An arrow 
pointing right states “Receptionist.” 
For those fortunate enough to 
have a choice in the matter, visitors 
to the reception desk are instructed 
to pick up a phone and punch in 
a four-digit code; the numerical 


Meiggs’ Wharf, an 1866 
landscape by T. Millies, provides 
the city administrator with a 
bay view. 
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Erstwhile Sheriff “-— 

Charles Doane glowers — 
in his 1862 portrait. But 
he'd look worse later 
that year. « 
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keypad is pristine, but those four 
numbers have been worn to nub- 
bins. The wall art visible behind a 
plexiglass window doesn't inspire 
confidence: It’s a John Wayne mov- 
ie poster. 

Queries about the seven de 
Young-loaned landscapes gracing 
District Court offices are politely 
shunted from one federal official 
to the next, all of whom may or 
may not have heard of the de 
Young Museum, but had no idea 
its wares were housed within the 
building. Perhaps out of compulsive 
helpfulness, one woman admits 
she has no clue where to find any 
paintings — but notes that anyone 
can always find a cup of coffee at 
the second-floor commissary. 

“T hear it’s really good coffee,” 


she adds. 


Allimages courtesy of the Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 












It may even be museum-quality. 

A librarian on the 18th floor says 
she’s pretty sure the sought-after 
artwork is hanging, off-limits, in 
the judges’ dining room (she de- 
scribes the art there as “landscap- 
ey’). We don’t leave empty-handed, 
though: A chocolate bar supporting 
her son’s Catholic school costs 
just $2. 


Mention “paint” in the same sen- 
tence as “Hall of Justice” and the 
term “lead-based” will likely be 
evoked. We can assume Julian Rix 
was using unleaded stuff to craft a 
pair of landscapes hanging in the 
District Attorney’s office. But no 
one’s licking them to find out. 

DA officials are pleased with the 
114-year-old paintings. But they 
seem most impressed with the 
elaborate, interlocking brackets 
used to affix these shoebox-sized 
oil paintings to the wall. The Hall 
of Justice is a seismic minefield; a 
major quake will reduce this place 
to asbestos powder and unleash a 
Nicolas Cage movie upon society as 
surviving prisoners arm themselves 
and hijack a Google bus. 

Rix’s paintings, however, aren't 
going anywhere. 


The pot of loaned de Young art- 
work at the end of the rainbow turns 
out to be City Hall. That’s also the 
place where workers are accustomed 
to odd people in soaked raincoats 
barging into offices and making bi- 
zarre requests. 
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Staff at the Sheriff’s Department 
is gracious, unearthing the forms 
allowing them to possess a portrait 
of the dour former Sheriff Charles 
Doane. The paperwork resembles 
preexisting damage reports filled 
out by car-rental customers; Do- 
ane has a few dings on his hairline 
and frame. It turns out erstwhile 
Sheriff Mike Hennessey sought out 
this painting not for its subject but 
out of fascination with its artist: 
Charles Nahl, a member of the 
Vigilance Committee of 1856 and 
the creator of its stunning imagery. 
Doane glowers in his 1862 portrait. 
Perhaps he was aware he'd die 
that year. 

The City Administrator’s office 
features three de Young works: 

A charming 1866 landscape of 
paddle-wheel steamers churning 
through the bay; an image of a man 
resembling William S. Burroughs 
eying a distant Coit Tower; and 

a piece called “Chocolate Ship” 
depicting rock formations on the 
Farallones — where there is much 
guano but little chocolate. 

Finally, Supervisor Eric Mar 
ostensibly has a pair of paintings, 
but his staff wouldn't let your 
humble narrator in to appreciate 
them. The supervisor was holding 
some manner of meeting within 
his chambers, which likely means 
that, come next week, some guilty 
pleasure of yours will be banned. 

His office isn’t lacking in fine 
art, however. Virtually hidden atop 
a cabinet is a delightful represen- 
tation of an articulated Muni bus: 
The accordion midsection appears 
to be an old bedspring; ads and 
passengers are rendered in charm- 
ing comic art; and the wheels are 
woodcuts with eucalyptus nut 
hubcaps. 

At last: Public transportation 
for the faeries. The bus’s body may 
have been an old cinder block; 
tapping a ballpoint pen against it 
revealed it to be rock-hard. This 
also induced an aide to snort 
“Don’t touch that! It’s on 
display!” The receptionist, 
wearing that strained 
expression of fear, 
impatience, and 
boredom used on 
people who opt 
to remove 
their pants at 
chain restaurants, 
says the magic words: “Sir, I’m 
going to have to ask you to leave.” 

When people say, “Sir, I’m going 
to have to ask you to leave,” they 
rarely follow through and actually 
ask you to leave. It’s just sort of 
implied. 

Well, fair enough. That was 
enough fun for an afternoon. Your 
humble narrator’s exit was, dare we 
say it, artful. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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The Snatch 


Among the many things 
that are oddly common in San 
Francisco, an unkempt pigeon de- 
vouring leftovers on the streets is 
certainly one of them. 

So while it didn’t surprise us 
to see this feral pigeon chomp- 
ing on some chicken fried rice 
from a to-go box at BART, it 
definitely made us wonder why. 

The answer is simple: Like 
Americans, feral pigeons have 
fallen victim to convenience 
food. It’s much easier to feast on 
Doritos than to dig up a worm 
or some seeds. 

We spoke to Noreen Weeden, 
a community volunteer with 
the Golden Gate Audubon So- 
ciety, who gave us a little more 
insight into the city’s dirtiest 
scavengers. 

SF Weekly: Can you frame 
the issue with pigeons and 
their eating problem in San 
Francisco? 

Weeden: The street pigeons 
are not a native bird, but it’s not 
good for any bird to be eating 
human food. It’s unfortunate 
that people don’t compost left- 
over food and put trash in the 
trash cans. 

Why do they prefer to eat 
the garbage on the streets? 

It’s an easy handout. 

Like convenience food? 

Yes. And people feed birds at 
lakes — they throw a bunch of 
bread out there and that’s not 
healthy. That’s like throwing 
Twinkies at toddlers. 

How does it affect their 
health? 
They 
: : eat small 
PPPS = rocks and 
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w, 9. 79 to help 
ro “a rd digest 

wy their grains, 

so I don’t know 

how eating Chinese 

food impacts their health. 
What can we do to deal 

with the pigeon problem in 

San Francisco? 

Some cities in Europe 
looked at a solution where 
artists built some artistically 
styled dove coats, or a place for 
them to roost and sleep. And 
that would be the only place 
people could feed the pigeons. 
So they kept it very clean and it 
reduced the pigeon population 
in those locations. 
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For more news, go to 
blogs.sfweekly.com/thesnitch 
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Red wine, cookies, and a for- 
mer mayor were the featured spread for 
a recent gathering of the Upper Noe 
Neighbors Association. The two dozen 
attendees shifted uncomfortably in fold- 


ing chairs arranged awkwardly in a circle. 


They managed to drain only about a 
quarter of a single bottle of Chilean red 
and down barely half the homemade 
cookies. Clearly, nobody was here to eat. 

When Art Agnos wandered 
through the front door, he was the 
only man in the room wearing a suit, 
let alone a tucked-in shirt. It was the 
sort of outfit one dons when sitting 
down for a summit with powerful 
developers, as he did earlier that day, 
rather than teetering on a child-sized 
seat while a kindly woman in a fleece 
vest recites the minutes from the pre- 
vious meeting. And it’s hardly the typ- 
ical attire worn when hauling a junkie 
convulsing atop the double yellow line 
at Market and Guerrero out of the 
street. That, too, took place earlier. 

It was a hell of a day. 

In front of a gaggle of registered 
San Francisco voters, however, the 
erstwhile mayor finds his way. He 
launches into a well-versed stump 
speech, the distillation of a years-long 
jeremiad against the proposed War- 
riors arena project on Piers 30-32 in 
the shadow of the Bay Bridge. This is 
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an oration he has delivered to similar 
groups of cookie- and wine-neglecting 
neighborhood activists nearly 100 
times in the past several months. 
Audiences change, but the message 
does not: Agnos’ cadences rapidly 
assume the mesmerizing pitter-patter 
of a revivalist preacher; attendees 
squirm, gasp, and blurt out “Jesus 
Christ!” on cue as Agnos spins a tale 
of a bloated waterfront arena en- 
throned atop gargantuan concrete pil- 
ings and bracketed by a swanky hotel, 
noxious retail, and towering luxury 
condos erected on public land. The 
misbegotten vanity project, he says 
darkly, will drain city coffers, snarl 
Embarcadero traffic during ballgames, 
concerts, and “tractor-pulls” — and, 
most unforgivably, wall off the com- 
mon citizen from “our waterfront.” 


Art Agnos warms his hands with 
cup of coffee on a brisk Monday morn- 
ing at a waterfront cafe: “This is my 
hangout,” he boasts. It’s not a bad place 
to be. Unobstructed by the Embar- 
cadero Freeway that Agnos made the 
politically fateful decision to raze in 
1991, the dilapidated cargo depots and 
seedy flophouses serving as a backdrop 
for real and cinematic police chases 
have given way to greenspace, crisp bay 
views, and earbudded joggers. 
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Dirty Harry isn’t shooting people 
here anymore. 

In 2006, the Port of San Francisco 
unveiled a waterfront monument on 
Pier 14, declaring that “this pedestri- 
an pier commemorates the achieve- 
ment of Mayor Agnos in leaving 
our city better and stronger than he 
found it.” The same can't be said for 
his political career: Demolishing the 
quake-damaged Chinatown artery 
required spurning a petition of more 
than 22,000 signatures, sowing enmi- 
ty within that neighborhood so toxic 
it has a half-life. This was, arguably, 
the driving factor in ensuring Agnos’ 
detractors will be forever able to pref- 
ace his name with the adjective “one- 
term mayor.” 

“When you lose, the coterie of 
public officials, the press, the lobby- 
ists, the citizens, they all move on to 
the next person. And all you're left 
with is a question,” reflects Agnos. 
“What did I do in the time I had to 
make a difference?” He grins. Hell 
yeah, he’d raze that freeway again. “I 
know I made a difference. That’s what 
sticks to you like a good breakfast in 
the morning.” 

This is a speech the 75-year-old 
Agnos has delivered before. To others 
— and himself. 

He glances out the cafe window 
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toward the proposed site of the War- 
riors gambit — a gleaming ivory 
18,000-seat stadium and 500-space 
parking garage on the ramshackle 
pier; a towering hotel and condo- 
minium across the Embarcadero; and 
130,000 square feet of retail space 
between both sites. “We don’t need a 
basketball team to be a great city!” he 
exclaims. “Oklahoma City does! Oak- 


land does! We already are a great city!” 


Agnos is prone to venture into his 
rehearsed arena sermon in interper- 
sonal conversations. He'll feed the 
neighborhood groups the same line, 
essentially verbatim. But now he goes 
further: “We always have been a great 
city and always will be — unless we 
fuck it up!” 

In Agnos’ view, the Warriors’ 
waterfront beachhead would be the 


straw that fucked up the camel’s back. 


Well, there’s a remedy for all that. 
It’s the same one San Francisco de- 
velopment critics have successfully 
wheeled out for decades: ballot-box 
city planning via an alphabet’s worth 
of propositions. 

Somewhat uniquely, San Francisco 
is a place in which progress is often 
marked by what we haven't accom- 
plished rather than what we have. 
Citizen activism has spared this city 
its share of neighborhood-annihilat- 
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ing freeways and high-rise monoliths. 
Through the years, opposition to ram- 
pant growth grew more organized; 
policies crafted by development 
critics and enshrined by voters have 
shaped city policy. 

And when this process — partially 
of their own making — still produces 
undesirable results, development 
critics may go to voters once more, 
targeting specific projects. 

Along with “The Waterfront Alli- 
ance” — the amalgamation of environ- 
mental groups, slow-growth activists, 
antsy neighbors, and well-heeled “con- 
cerned San Franciscans” that crushed 
the proposed waterfront 8 Washing- 
ton luxury condo tower in November's 
election — Agnos is pushing a water- 
front height-limit ballot initiative. 

Backers last week turned in 21,067 
signatures to place the matter on the 
ballot in June — far exceeding a goal 
of 15,000 to secure 9,702 valid ones. 
The Department of Elections quickly 
certified the initiative, presenting 
voters with the opportunity to ensure 
they determine the fate of every fu- 
ture waterfront development exceed- 
ing existing height limits. These range 
from zero feet in open space to 40 
feet along much of the strip, topping 
out at just 105 feet. 

Luxury condos towers and >» p14 
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major arenas tend to bea shade taller 
than that. 


Describing land-use and develop- 
ment matters in San Francisco as oner- 
ous and contentious is a bit like 
describing Warriors center Andrew Bo- 
gut as tall. On the waterfront, every- 
thing grows more arcane still: State land 
is held in trust by the Port; usage is se- 
verely proscribed; and a litany of state 
and local approvals is necessary before 
any nails get hammered. 

Atop all this, Agnos et al. would 
mandate a vote of the people on every 
significant project, a move akin to 
installing a kill switch on the develop- 
ment process: “Let the people protect 
the waterfront,’ is the exclamation 
point to his stump speech. 

Audiences convinced waterfront 
development has devolved into 
an auction for connected political 
insiders tend to cheer. But develop- 
ment-by-referendum is hardly an ide- 
al solution to any problem, let alone 
one of a planning process supposedly 
overtaken by favored builders. 

And one man’s protection is an- 
other’s obstruction. 

The proposed ballot measure af- 
fects not only the Warriors but two 
other potential waterfront high-rise 
megaprojects. In the first, the Giants 
envision a mixed-use development 
behind AT&T Park entailing 3.5 mil- 
lion square feet of retail, housing, and 
office space, along with an Anchor 
brewery — plus skyscrapers ranging 
from 320 to 380 feet tall. For the 
second project, veteran builder For- 
est City aims to remake Pier 70 with 
perhaps 1,000 units of housing, 2.2 
million square feet of office space, and 
structures reaching 235 feet high. 

If forced to win voter approval, all 
three developers pushing their own 
measures onto the ballot — as soon 
as November — would present a 
messy scenario for Mayor Ed Lee, de- 
scribed within City Hall as “a fucking 
nightmare.” 

Rough sailing, then, is in store. 
But, like the tides gently advancing 
and receding along the waterfront, 
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San Francisco, says former Mayor 
Art Agnos, will always be a great 
city — “unless we fuck it up!" 


it’s all cyclical. This gathering devel- 
opment showdown is just the latest 
battle in a decadeslong war. The histo- 
ry of the waterfront recapitulates the 
city’s own — as will its future. 


The big cranes at the Port of San 
Francisco have been dormant for years. 
In large part, all that’s being loaded and 
unloaded along this city’s waterfront 
are cruise ship passengers. The city 
serving as a backdrop for their selfies 
has been utterly transformed by the de- 
cline of its port. Once a legitimate in- 
dustrial center, San Francisco is now 
reliant upon the tourism and service in- 
dustries — a place of production turned 
to one of consumption. 

In 1966, an estimated one of 
every seven San Francisco workers 
held a job dependent upon the Port. 
When these jobs evaporated, an 
entire class of city residents ceased 
to exist. A diaspora of ethnically di- 
verse, blue-collar laborers — and an 
influx of white-collar office workers 
— led to an explosion in the price of 


residential real estate. As hordes of 
tech workers today re-enact this cy- 
cle, real-estate and rental prices con- 
tinue their ascent to parodic levels. 

All of this stemmed from the de- 
mise of the Port — which, like Hem- 
ingway’s description of bankruptcy, 
came gradually then suddenly. 

In 1958, the Hawaiian Merchant 
was the first containerized cargo ship 
to depart San Francisco Bay. It sailed 
beneath the Golden Gate Bridge and 
into the open sea, a harbinger of 
change to come. The rise of contain- 
erization led to the advent of larger 
ships that San Francisco couldn’t 
accommodate. It required an unten- 
able investment in infrastructure and 
equipment, and sprawling plots of 
land nonexistent in this city. The Port 


faltered, and set off a domino effect of 


failure. Processing and storage facili- 
ties dependent on materials no longer 
delivered to the waterfront decamped 
for Oakland, Emeryville, and other 
warehouse-friendly East Bay locales. 
High-wage blue-collar jobs departed 
with them. 

Across the bay, meanwhile, federal 
grants to the Port of Oakland fueled 
explosive growth. Between 1968 and 
’73 alone, at least five major shipping 
lines jilted San Francisco for its larger, 
better located, and more modern rival. 

By the time Otis Redding sang “Sit- 
ting on the Dock of the Bay” five de- 
cades ago, the waterfront was a realm 
in flux within a city in flux. For more 
than a century, the Port served as the 
engine room of San Francisco. Men 
and materials arrived and departed 
here, and the city sprung up around it. 
To a large extent, the Port dictated the 
composition of the city writ large. 

Not anymore. Minus the screech- 
ing whistles, smoke-belching plants, 
acrid processing facilities, and car- 


The Embarcadero Freeway, seen 
here in its virgin year of 1959, 
blockaded the waterfront and 
helped to inspire this city's 
“Freeway Revolt.” 
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avans of trains, trucks, and steve- 
dores, a new type of San Franciscan 
emerged, voicing new concerns 
regarding the waterfront. Notions 

of access, unobstructed sightlines, 
and environmental stewardship are 
recent; the San Franciscans toiling in 
and dependent upon the city’s engine 
room weren't hung up on everyone's 
pristine views of the place. 

That was their office. They were 
working. Today’s San Franciscans are 
looking. 

The polarity of the city has been 
reversed. While San Francisco once 
reflected the influence of the water- 
front, the waterfront now reflects the 
influence of the city. 

“It’s a total inversion,” says Jasper 
Rubin, a former city planner over- 
seeing the waterfront and now an 
SF State professor of urban studies. 
“The city has transformed and a func- 
tional connection to the waterfront 
no longer exists. What molds the wa- 
terfront, then, reflects the needs and 
goals of a city reaching to be ‘world- 
class.’ It looks at the waterfront as a 
different kind of resource; as opposed 
to being an integral part of the econo- 
my, it’s the new frontier.” 

The next big battle over that fron- 
tier is coming — and right soon. The 
skirmishes are being fought, nightly, 
over wine and cookies. 


The posterboards Art Agnos schleps 
wherever he goes are emblazoned with 
chipper watercolor images of the water- 
front arena he reviles. For easier porta- 


Mortally wounded by the 1989 
earthquake, the Embarcadero 
Freeway came down two years later. 


bility, he’s sliced oval-shaped holes atop 
them so they can be toted like suitcases, 
and reinforced these with duct tape. 
PowerPoint it ain't. 

The small army of political consul- 
tants amassed by the Warriors have 
portrayed Agnos as a vestige of the 
city’s past. Yet that’s not the worst 
thing to be when courting San Fran- 
cisco’s entrenched voting class — an 
aging group less than enthralled with 
the present, let alone the city’s trajec- 
tory toward a discomfiting future. 

Put bluntly, Agnos is an old-school 
politician making an old argument via 
old methods. To old people. 

It’s a rare attendee at one of these 
presentations who can’t remember 
the day President Kennedy was assas- 
sinated. But, again, that’s okay. More 
people than ever live in San Francisco 
these days. But the neighborhood 
activists who show up for Agnos’ pre- 
sentations have made lives here. They 
were here yesterday, they'll be here 
tomorrow; this isn’t their “San Fran- 
cisco phase.” In short, they live here. 

People who live here vote here. 

So while it may be a bit grandiose 
to gauge the mood of the city based 
on the results of an off-year, low-turn- 
out, unsexy election, it’s fair game to 
gauge the mood of those who bother 
to vote in off-year, low-turnout, un- 
sexy elections. Fewer than three in 
10 San Franciscans deigned to partic- 
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ipate in the November election that 
doomed 8 Washington. And that was 
actually a so-so turnout for a munici- 
pal affair; sans alluring state and fed- 
eral issues, transitory San Franciscans 
blow off local elections. The issues af- 
fecting us the most are decided by the 
fewest, and most veteran, voters. 

Older voters of the sort piling 
into rec centers and coffeehouses to 
observe Agnos brandishing a laser 
pointer — his one conceit to mo- 
dernity — tend to skew dispropor- 
tionately high in esoteric, municipal 
elections like last November's. Or the 
one pending in June. 

Their younger and newer neigh- 
bors may not even know what 
“Manhattanization” means, let alone 
reflexively object to high-rise develop- 
ment. Manhattan is cool. High-rises 
are everywhere. Far-flung change is 
less threatening to an influx of new- 
comers who, themselves, represent 
far-flung change. Longtime San Fran- 
ciscans concerned that their younger 
incarnations couldn't make it in this 
city today — or who are, perhaps, 
struggling in the present — have 
experienced a different San Francisco 
than those with the means to move 
to the city now. Absent context, the 
notion of change is meaningless. 


Today’s anti-gentrification activists 
protest tech buses, but yesterday’s pro- 
tested high-rises. Agnos’ talking points 
are larded with stimuli just for them. 


Magic Magic 


Ask an ascendent young San 
Franciscan to stop playing with his 
smartphone long enough to tell you 
what he thinks about Fontana Tow- 
ers, and he'll likely get right back on 
the smartphone to Google it. But 
when Agnos broaches the subject to 
his stump-speech demographic, an 
outpouring of lamentations envelops 
the room. These people know from 
Fontana Towers. 

The twin 17-story twin apartment 
complexes were erected in 1965 atop 
the former site of the Fontana Fruit 
Canning Company’s brick warehous- 
es, vestiges of a once-bustling port. 

“There had been an unspoken rule 
that you didn’t build tall on the water- 
front before that,” says Allan Jacobs, 
the city’s planning director from 1968 
to 75. A pair of Soviet-style blocks 
resembling freestanding radiators 
changed that rule to a spoken one, in- 
spiring the 40-foot height limit blan- 
keting much of the waterfront — and 
establishing the template for the next 
half century of development clashes 
along the water's edge. 

In 1968, an irate Mayor Joseph 
Alioto growled that “40 people can’t 
stop a $100 million project.” He has 
been proven stunningly and repeat- 
edly wrong in the decades since: The 
30-story World Trade Center, Embar- 
cadero City, and the 550-foot-tall U.S. 
Steel Building all contributed to the 
flotsam and jetsam of unrealized proj- 
ects dashed along the waterfront. 
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Mayor Art Agnos helps remove 
the Embarcadero Freeway; not 
long thereafter, the city’s voters 
removed him. 


Then as now, the populist charge 
against waterfront development 
was waged primarily by well-to-do, 
highly connected individuals heavily 
concerned with aesthetics — and 
groups composed in large part of 
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such individuals. The arguments the 
Sierra Club, Telegraph Hill Dwellers, 
or San Francisco Tomorrow advanced 
against infill and towers 50 years ago 
are the same ones those very groups 
are making against the Warriors are- 
na — and its accompanying towers — 
today. The oft-repeated refrain about 
a looming “wall on the waterfront” 
traces back more than half a century 
(though, in a less politically correct 
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age, it was referred to as a “Chinese 
Wall.”). 

Agnos’ seminar is a political dog 
whistle; a savvy crowd detects its 
stratified layers of messaging. 

And for those without deep insti- 
tutional memories of development 
battles past, Agnos makes sure 
to repeat his most current — and 
damning — rhetorical flourish early 
and often: likening the proposed 
arena (and its luxury condos) to the 
vanquished 8 Washington luxury 
condos. Beaming his laser pointer at 
a serene watercolor of a waterfront 
basketball Taj Mahal, Agnos’ diction 
slows to a crawl. “You could fit three- 
and-a-half 8 Washingtons inside 
this arena!” 

Befitting a discussion about a sta- 
dium, the crowd goes wild. 


To use language the San Francisco 
Giants understand, this pitch was filthy. 

When the Sierra Club’s Becky 
Evans filed “The Waterfront Height 
Limit Right-to-Vote Act” with the 
city’s Department of Elections in 
the waning days of 2013, the Major 
League Baseball franchise and as- 
piring waterfront developer was left 
feeling a bit like Miguel Cabrera. The 
Detroit slugger impotently took an 
unanticipated Sergio Romo fastball 
for a called strike three to close out 
the 2012 World Series. 

No one saw that pitch coming, 
either. »> pl6 
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Giants officials did not return SF 
Weekly’s calls. But multiple ballot 
proponents and city politicos on the 
receiving end of invective-laced ti- 
rades attest that Evans’ filing was not 
a pleasant surprise for the city’s sole 
remaining professional sports team. 

“Oh, they were so blindsided,” says 
a government source. “They thought 
they were special.” 

While the Warriors long ago 
conceded their high-profile arena-re- 
tail-hotel-parking-condo moonshot 
should receive the imprimatur of 
the electorate, the Giants apparently 
hoped they could slip their devel- 
opment — and its 380-foot towers 
— under the radar. But the hubbub 
inspired by the former project has en- 
snared the latter. As such, SF Weekly 
is told it’s difficult to understate the 
franchises’ mutual enmity. 

The height initiative was forged in 
this city’s well-stoked and long-burn- 
ing anti-development furnace. It is 
just the latest flashpoint of a larger, 
decades-long struggle. And yet, specifi- 
cally and in the moment, it sets in mo- 
tion a number of potentially conflict- 
ing scenarios that could compromise 
billions of dollars worth of potential 
waterfront developments yearned for 
by the city’s powers-that-be. 

How much happier everything 
seemed on a serene May morning 
in 2012, when the city and Warriors 
held a joint press conference on Piers 
30-32. No expense was spared. Deli- 
cious coffee was dispensed from shiny 
tureens (with real cream!) and a pla- 
toon of laborers was deployed to place 
shrubberies at strategically desirable 
locations. Warriors co-owner Peter 
Guber assured the gathered luminar- 
ies, “We will play here in 2017. Take 
that as a promise we're going to fulfill. 
We're all-in.” 

Earlier this month, it was revealed 
that a peer-reviewed analysis of the 
substructure costs for Piers 30-32 


The template for today's crusade 
against waterfront development 
was established in 1965, during 
the battles over Fontana Towers. 
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pegged the bill at $180 million — at 
least $60 million higher than the fig- 
ure being bandied about over coffee 
and shrubberies two years ago. The 
cost floated in 2011, when the city 
and Port endeavored to gift Piers 
30-32 to yachting billionaire Larry El- 
lison prior to the America’s Cup, was 
$91.5 million. 

This, again, is the amount of 
money that would have to be spent 
before money could start being spent 
on an arena. Of this, the city would 
be on the hook for $120 million to 
revitalize a derelict pier whose mere 
removal would require an estimated 
$45 million. An earlier proposal for 
this sum to be saddled with a 13 per- 
cent interest rate will be nixed, per 
a city player, because “we couldn’t 
find any way to explain it that didn’t 
make it incendiary.” 


Warriors brass this month revealed 
a 2017 tip-off was, in actuality, a prom- 
ise that they would not fulfill. That’s an 
unpleasant development for Mayor Ed 
Lee, who also opted to go all-in. Refer- 
ring to a waterfront megadevelopment 
that existed only in the mind of a water- 
colorist as “my legacy project” was, to 
put it mildly, regrettable. Lashing one- 
self, Ahab-like, to a waterfront proposal 
will, more than likely, get you drowned; 
there is no shortage of failed San Fran- 
cisco waterfront projects and disap- 
pointed mayors. Lee also ruptured even 
the veneer of city oversight and impar- 
tiality. (The Giants, SF Weekly is again 
told, are displeased.) 

Somewhat ironically considering 
the organizations involved, major 
developers aren't often team players. 
This, too, bodes poorly for Lee. Barring 
a lawsuit against the city — which 
certified the measure — or other 
unforeseen craziness, even fervent 
arena backers within the mayor's camp 
predict the June height-limit initiative 
“is absolutely gonna pass.” This could 
trigger a mad dash for the Warriors, 
Giants, and Forest City to win voter 
approval of their individual projects by 
rushing their own measures into the 
following election, while clambering 
over one another like crabs in a barrel. 
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Lee’s beaming visage was em- 
blazoned on the campaign mailers 
flogging the 8 Washington project, a 
proposed tower of multimillion-dollar 
condos he jarringly referred to as 
“neighborhood housing.” The may- 
or’s whiskers were singed when 67 
percent of the electorate spurned his 
entreaties and, in the months since, 
he’s been singing a different tune. Lee 
has railed against Ellis Act evictions, 
pushed for construction of thousands 
of affordable housing units, and 
urged a healthy spike in the mini- 
mum wage. The mayor's office insists 
this was his existing agenda. But not 
everyone buys that: “They’re running 
scared,” says SF State professor emer- 
itus Rich DeLeon, the dean of Bay 
Area political scientists. 

So, being forced to weigh in on not 
one, not two, but potentially three 
simultaneous megadevelopment 
ballot measures in a city where voters 
are, evidently, growing wary of the 
specter of overdevelopment hardly 
fits Lee’s preferred narrative. He, too, 
has a pending return date with the 
electorate. 


With a slim, three-page ballot mea- 
sure anda $75,000 stake from donors 
Richard and Barbara Stewart, water- 
front height-limit advocates have man- 
aged to make plenty of trouble. And the 
fun appears to just be starting: City 
sources now say it might be advisable to 
bifurcate the Warriors’ project, holding 
off on the condos, hotel, and retail cen- 
ter planned across the Embarcadero on 
Seawall Lot 330. 

Or, perhaps, it’s time for the city to 
abandon plans to erect a stadium atop 
a crumbling pier — a scheme even 
onetime stalwarts now refer to as 
“precarious at best” — and seriously 
explore the possibility of shoehorning 
a less magnificent but far cheaper and 
more feasible arena onto Lot A behind 
AT&T Park. 

Either of these scenarios would be a 
capitulation to development foes. Wa- 
terfront Alliance shot-caller Jon Go- 
linger assures that having voters weigh 
in on every significant waterfront 
development will guarantee “better 
projects.” This, again, resonates with 
those who feel the process has been 
corrupted. But it also depends upon 
your definition of “better.” 

Turning over control of devel- 
opment to the voters means that 
obscenely complex and involved 
deals will be distilled into a simple 
up-or-down vote based solely on one 
criteria — height — and subject to 
political sloganeering. Additional 
time and uncertainty would be baked 
into a process already featuring plenty 
of both. Politicians, neighborhood 
groups, kingmakers, and power-bro- 
kers hoping to extract every last drop 
of juice from developers would wield 
that much more leverage. 

As would those hoping to stave 
off development altogether. Golinger 
has proposed the Port issue bonds to 
preserve waterfront open space — a 
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novel idea, but one that would put 
the cash-strapped agency deeper into 
debt in order to not build anything 
and not generate revenue. 

In the meantime, broad swaths 
of the waterfront continue to decay. 
Hard-won public access to the area 
ensures everyone an unimpeded view 
of this. 


Art Agnos didn’t think twice when 
he leaped from a friend’s car and half- 
walked, half-dragged that drug addict 
out of the street. Once out of harm’s way, 
the man threatened to take a swing at 
Agnos and demanded $100. (He got $5.) 

The one-term mayor smiles. Per- 
haps it was a fitting denouement for 
a man whose proudest legacy got him 
voted out of office. No good deed 
goes unpunished. 

Agnos insists he’s not running 
for mayor in the strongest possible 
terms. Instead, he explains his an- 
ti-arena barnstorming tour by neatly 
dovetailing his personal narrative 
with his chosen city’s: He’s a first-gen- 
eration American and second-gener- 
ation shoeshine boy who supported 
his family from age 15 after his father 
died, and showed up in San Francisco 
in 1966 in a Greyhound bus. It was a 
city of possibilities then. Agnos made 
the most of them. 

The Warriors arena, however, 
would be “the tipping point,” the 
death knell of a place where “everyone 
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Whether the Warriors’ state-of-the art arena advances past the drawing 
board is a decision city voters may well be called upon to make. 


can have the opportunity to get off 
the goddamn bus and, 10 years later, 
represent half the city in the god- 
damn state assembly.” But that’s diffi- 
cult to quantify in a city increasingly 
resembling Manhattan in terms of 
income inequality, if not skyline. 

It seems a shade arbitrary to des- 
ignate this particular development 
— and not so many others — as The 
Big One. It seems rather optimistic to 
claim “the tipping point” hasn’t come 
and gone already. 

Regardless, Agnos isn’t ready 
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to leave his city, convulsing, in the 
gutter. His grand solution: Publicly 
owned land, such as that under con- 
sideration to accommodate portions 
of the Warriors’ development, should 
instead be converted, en masse, into 
middle-class housing. To those whod 
argue waterfront property is too valu- 
able for subsidized housing, he offers 
a succinct counter: “Bullshit!” 

Agnos isn’t finished: You can’t put 
a price on stemming the tide of vital 
San Franciscans — teachers, social 
workers, nurses — fleeing San Fran- 
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cisco, he says; preventing this city 
from irrevocably transforming into a 
winner-take-all enclave for the rich is 
worth something, too. 

So, that’s one man’s vision of the 
waterfront: a place for everyone in a 
city less and less apt to be described 
that way. A populist pitch to keep San 
Francisco looking like San Francisco 
— both physically and metaphysi- 
cally. And yet, this city is changing. 
High-rises, condo towers, splashy 
retail: This is the way San Francisco 
looks now. 

For more than half a century, bat- 
tles have been waged over whether 
the waterfront should look as this 
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city did, or as this city does. Whether 
it should serve as a public resource 
— or be exploited as the gold mine 

it is. This long-running struggle has 
ensured a baroque level of waterfront 
oversight: Development critics’ ar- 
guments haven't changed a lot in 50 
years, but their 50 years of arguing 
changed a lot. 

In the realm of waterfront devel- 
opment, then, for every action there 
is an equal and opposite reaction. 

The result is often inaction. But that 
suits many San Franciscans just fine. 
They'd be happy to allow the rotting 
piers to continue to degrade and gen- 
tly sink into the bay — as long as traf- 
fic and sightlines are unaffected. 

Following yet another neighbor- 
hood meeting, Agnos hauls his primor- 
dial visual aids out of a steamy North 
Beach tavern and down a hill where 
he’s greeted by a mercurial parking at- 
tendant. It’s unclear if the valet knows 
whom he’s talking to when he assures 
Agnos it’s obvious he’s a Democrat. 
The former mayor left his gas cap 
open, you see? ‘Just like a Democrat. 
Always asking for more.” 

Agnos laughs, graciously. But he 
can't help but point out this is no gas 
cap. It’s where you plug in your elec- 
tric Ford C-Max. 

The Democrat bids adieu and mo- 
tors off, electrically, in the direction of 
the waterfront. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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One of “10 reasons for theater lovers to a) 


leave New York in 2014” 
—TIME MAGAZINE 
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Written by Marcus Gardley 
Directed by Patricia McGregor 
World premiere - Commissioned by Berkeley Rep 
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Film Fest 


LIMEY MOVIES 


“Screen acting involves not just read- 
ability,’ writes the quintessentially En- 
glish thespian Michael York in his 
book A Shakespearean Actor Prepares, 
“but that temperance and smoothness 
that Hamlet so admired.” York would 
know, being a guest of honor at the 
sixth Mostly British Film Festival, 
where he'll introduce a 1973 film he 
was in called England Made Me, derived 
not from the Bard but from a Graham 
Greene novel. Britishness, in film, so 
often works by perpetuating that 
smoothness, signaling the traditional 
grandeur of make-believe. Presenting 
25 films, this year’s festival opens with 
a pre-release showing of the darkly 
seasoned romantic comedy Le Week- 
End, starring Jim Broadbent and Lind- 
say Duncan as an older British couple 
quarreling away their anniversary in 
Paris, with quirky help from Jeff Gold- 
blum; and closes with the historical 
drama Summer in February, an augury 
of the big-screen efforts for which Dan 
Stevens let his Downton Abbey charac- 
ter get killed off — and which, there- 
fore, had better be good, but also stars 
Dominic Cooper and Emily Browning, 
and therefore likely will at the very 
least be enjoyable to behold. British- 
ness, in film, means having an Ameri- 
can audience that’s ready to swoon. 
The Mostly British Film Festi- 
val starts at 5 p.m. and continues 
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through Feb. 20 at the Vogue Theatre, 
3290 Sacramento St., S.F. Tickets 
start at $10; call 346-2288 or visit 
mostlybritish.org. Jonathan Kiefer 


FRI 2/14 


Theater 


TRUELOVE 
STORIES 


For the partnered, it’s a question that 
pops up all the time: “How did you first 
meet?” Jill Bourque has been asking 
that question for years, and she’s 
heard some real doozies. There was the 
couple who met in India with the in- 
troduction, “Can you check if I have 
head lice?” Then there’s a man who 
went on a date right before he was 
supposed to take his final vows to be- 
come a priest, and a woman who re- 
called meeting her partner’s 
bridge-playing, nudist parents on their 
first date. But those are just examples. 
Bourque is always searching for more 
to use in the show she created, How 
We First Met. It brings three real-life 
couples with interesting backstories to 
the stage. Each pair is interviewed 
about its own meet-cute (or meet-not- 
so-cute), and a team of actors re-cre- 
ates pivotal moments from their tale, 
creating songs and comedy sketches 
on the fly. 

Jill Bourque presents How We 
First Met at 8 p.m. at the Marines’ 
Memorial Theatre, 609 Sutter St., 
S.F. Tickets are $40-$55; call 392- 
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4400 or visit howwefirstmet.com. 
Devin Holt 


SAT 2/15 


Art Exhibit 


FILMSTRIP TEASE 


Images advertising On the Edge 4, 
the photography expo brought to you 
by the good folks at Erotic Art Events, 
are heavy on the cheese and rife with 
cliché. But digging through the portfo- 
lios of the 26 participating photogra- 
phers unearths real gems. Mr. 
iPhoneographyPorn, for example, 
shoots dramatic male and female 
bondage and even more hardcore porn 
with his trusty iPhone 4s, showing 
proper attention to lighting and com- 
position. In short, they’re actually good 
(if you like that sort of thing — and 
youd better, if you plan to attend this 
event). Similarly low-tech, 27-year-old 
Sarah Elise Abramson snaps Polaroids 
of blissful nude and semi-nude models 
with a touch of innocence. The week- 
end-long event, which also includes 
corset and fetish fashion shows, offers 
photos with varying degrees of sophis- 
tication, from fine art to guy-with- 
camera snapshots, pleasing everyone 
from the erotica connoisseur to the 
dirty old man. 

On the Edge 4 starts at 1 p.m. 
and continues through Feb. 16 at 
SOMaArts Cultural Center, 934 Bran- 
nan St., S.EF Admission is $10; call 
884-2579 or visit eroticartevents.com. 
Michael Singman-Aste 
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Antoine Tempe 


Pe a> LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by 
e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), 
or mail (225 Bush St. 17th Floor, S.F., CA 94104). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. New Work by Eddie Colla, Hugh 
Leeman, and D Young V: This exhibit featuring three 
local street-art standouts promises to be one of 
2014's most memorable gallery collaborations — a 
kind of all-star gathering where the art and the 
attitude go hand-in-hand. Mondays-Fridays. Con- 
tinues through March 29. 111 Minna, S.F., 974-1719, 
www.11Iminnagallery.com. 

1AM Gallery. J.S. Weis: Liquid Hymn: Imagine artwork 
from the Audubon Society melding with psychedelic 
art of the 1960s, and you have a sense of the 
mysterious, intoxicating new canvases from Oak- 
land's J.S. Weis. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 8. 1000 Howard St., S.F., 861-5089, 
www.lamsf.com. 

4x5 Gallery. Ari Salomon: Motion Studies: Photo- 
graphic abstractions. Through March 2. 442 Haight 
St., S.F,, www.4x5gallerysf.com. 

Bash Contemporary. One Through the Heart: Group 
show featuring Mia Araujo, Matthew J. Levin, Lee 
Harvey Roswell, and Genevive Zacconi. Starting Feb. 
14. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
15. 210 Golden Gate Avenue, S.F., 926-8573, www. 
bashcontemporary.com. 

Bayview/Anna E. Walden Branch Library. Bayview’'s 
Historical Footprints: Redux!: Historical photography 
exhibit and stories by Bayview/Hunters Point elders. 
Daily. 5075 Third St., S.F., 355-5757, www.sfpl.org. 

Book Club of California. Design for Modernity: A 
Collection of Art Deco Ephemera: Exhibit featuring a 
wide variety of printed matter with Art Deco motifs 
from the 1920s and ‘30s. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through April 28. 312 Sutter Ste. 510, S.F., 781-7532, 
www.bccbooks.org. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Freddy Chandra: Tuning In: 
Sculptural wall works cast in resin and acrylic. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 21.248 
Utah St., S.F., 788-1050, www. briangrossfineart.com. 

Caldwell Snyder Gallery. 30x30: A 30th Anniversary 
Exhibition & Celebration: Group show featuring 
original paintings and drawings with dimensions 
of 30 inches by 30 inches. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 341 Sutter St., S.F., 
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296-7896, www.caldwellsnyder.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Nina Katchadourian: Two 
Libraries - Recently Sorted Books: Photographs 
of books whose titles combine in haiku-like word 
arrangements. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 15. 248 Utah St., S.F., 399-1439, www. 
cclarkgallery.com. 

CCA Wattis Institute for Contemporary Arts. Capp 
Street Project's 30th Birthday Party: CSP celebrates 
three decades of installations with custom art, 
pinatas, DJ music, and more. Tue., Feb. 18, 8 p.m. 
free. 360 Kansas, S.F., 355-9670, www.wattis.org. 

Center for New Music. Kronos at 40: Instruments from 
the Collection: Window gallery installation featuring 
large sculptural instruments specially created for 
Kronos Quartet by Walter Kitundu, Victor Gama, and 
others. Through Feb. 28. 55 Taylor, S.F., 275-2466, 
www.centerfornewmusic.com. 

City Limits. Trapper Keeper: Imagine Lisa Frank had the 
savviness of a San Franciscan and the gutsiness of a 
contemporary artist, and you might get a woman like 
one of the four behind this group show featuring Mia 
Christopher, Jane Kim, Mie Horlyck Morgensen, and 
Lana Williams. Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 15. 
Free. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, citylimitsgallery.com. 

CordenPotts Gallery. Quietude: Group show featuring 
serene photographs by Max Kellenberger, Jacqueline 
Walters, and Ewa Monika Zebrowski. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 1. 49 Geary St., S.F., 
680-5997, www.cordenpottsgallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Camille Shelley Holvoet: A 
Particularly Picky Perfect Goddess: Inaugural solo 
show of oil pastel drawings. Through Feb. 19. 3245 
16th St., S.F., 863-2108, www.creativityexplored.org. 

Crown Point Press. Winter Group Show: Featuring work 
by Tomma Abts, Pia Fries, April Gornik, Markus Raetz, 
Laurie Reid, Amy Sillman, Pat Steir, Richard Tuttle, 
and Fred Wilson. Mondays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 22. 20 Hawthorne, S.F., 974-6273, 
www.crownpoint.com. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Two Geologies: Stephen De 
Staebler & Danae Mattes: De Staebler’s sculptured 
figures and Mattes’ paintings are intrinsically con- 
nected to earthly layers and formations, seeming 
to crack, fade, and flourish all at the same time. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
1. 210 Post, S.F., 956-3560, www.dolbychadwick- 
gallery.com. 

Eleanor Harwood Gallery. James Chronister: Bit- 
terroot: Photorealistic paintings. Starting Feb. 15. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
29. Alika Cooper: Glass: Paintings made of collaged 
fabric. Starting Feb. 15. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 29. 1295 Alabama, S.F., 
867-7770, www.eleanorharwood.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Mauricio Ancalmo: Krap Etag Nedlog 
Reve: The “weird, fun, and enthralling” local artist 
presents an installation inspired by Golden Gate 
Park. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 1. 441 O'Farrell, S.F., 796-3676, www.ever- 
goldgallery.com. 

Fecal Face Dot Gallery. Mike Giant: Modern Hiero- 
glyphics: Solo show of tattoo designs, logos, and 
other icons by the popular black-and-white inker. 
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Dance 


MAMA’S MYSTIQUE 


Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
8. 2277 Mission, S.F., 500-2166, www.ffdg.net. 

Fouladi Projects. Karen Barbour: No One Should Be As 
Friendly As Yes: Recent paintings. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 1. 1803 Market St., 
S.F., 621-2535, www.fouladiprojects.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Nan Goldin: Nine Self-Portraits: 
Color photographs from the 1990s thru today. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 8. 
Peter Hujar: Love & Lust: A series of intimate B+W 
photographs taken by the gay artist between 1967- 
1986. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
8.49 Geary, S.F., 981-2661, www.fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Bruce Conner: Inkblot Drawings 
1992-2003: In the hands of Conner, a simple splash 
of black ink — next to another, next to another — is 
a kind of language pattern, with vertical lines of 
tiny, connected crenellations, vertices, and other 
curious contours. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 15. Gay Outlaw: Home: New work — 
including sculpture and other objets d'art — by the 
San Francisco artist. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 15. 14 Geary, S.F., 433-2710, www. 
gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. Wolfgang Paalen: Philosopher 
of the Possible: Surrealist sculpture and paintings 
created by the Austrian artist between 1932-1954. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 29. 
Simone Leigh: Code Switch: The NYC artist's West 
Coast solo debut featuring sculpture, installation, 
and video. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 29. 161 Jessie, S.F., 346-7812, www.gallery- 
wendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. Frontera: Artifacts from Another 
Dimension by René Garcia Jr.: Kitschy pop-culture 
mashups. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 1. 1040 Larkin St., S.F., 590-2303, www. 
gauntletgallery.com. 

George Krevsky Fine Art. Beth Van Hoesen: Por- 
traits from the Castro: Benefit exhibit for the 
Rainbow Honor Walk featuring colorful paintings 
of Castro locals. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 1. 77 Geary, S.F., 397-9748, www. 
georgekrevskygallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Donald Martiny: New Paint- 
ings: A series of abstract works painted directly on 
the gallery wall. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 8. 315 Potrero Ave, S.F., 703-4400, 
www.georgelawsongallery.com/gallery.html. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Tom Burckhardt: Cast Paint- 
ings: Oil paintings on cast plastic “canvases.” 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 15. 49 
Geary, S.F., 296-9661, www.gregorylindgallery.com. 

Haines Gallery. Fundamental Abstraction Ill: Group 
show featuring Ai Weiwei, Pierre Cordier & Gundi 
Falk, Patsy Krebs, Kota Ezawa, Monir Farmanfar- 
maian, David Nash, Zheng Chongbin, and others. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 1. 
49 Geary, S.F., 397-8114, www.hainesgallery.com. 

The Harvey Milk Photography Center. I!/uminations: 
Photographs by Ruth Bernhard and John Wimberly. 
Tuesdays-Thursdays, Saturdays, Sundays. Continues 
through March 5. 50 Scott, S.F., 554-9522. 

Hosfelt Gallery. William T. Wiley: Newslate: Recent 


The 10th annual Black Choreographers Festival offers the Bay Area 
premiere of Zimbabwe-born choreographer Nora Chipaumire’s Miriam. 
Chipaumire, formerly a featured dancer with the Urban Bush Women, was 
inspired to create the work following the death of Grammy Award-winning 
South African civil rights activist and singer Miriam Makeba, known as 
“Mama Africa.” Contemplating a woman who spent the first six months of 
her life in jail and who “just wanted to be a singer and stop cleaning houses 
before apartheid and the South African government got in the way,’ Chi- 
paumire goes beyond Makeba’s biography to consider how a woman be- 
comes an icon, turning to the allure of the Virgin Mary and the mystique of 
evil ivory trader Kurtz’s African mistress in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Dark- 
ness, and ultimately creating “a solo for two people,” which Chipaumire 
shares with fiery actor/dancer Okwui Okpokwasili. 

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts presents Nora Chipaumire: Miriam 
at 8 p.m. and continues through Feb. 15 at the YBCA Forum, 701 Mis- 
sion St., S.F. Tickets are $25-$35; visit ybca.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Performance Art 


MCGUIRE’S MAGIC 


Anne McGuire became a bit infamous for stalking Joe DiMaggio. It was hap- 
penstance; the aging baseball legend wandered into McGuire's frame so she fol- 
lowed him, and began improvising songs about his greatness, and her devotion 
to his greatness. It was hilarious and troubling and somehow masterful. Since 
then, McGuire's video art has appeared at the Getty, Whitney, Guggenheim, 
and SFMOMA, to name a few, and her acts of disaster deconstruction — re- 
verse edits of The Andromeda Strain and, more recently, The Poseidon Adventure 
— have been studied by art students the world over. Still, there are audio pur- 
ists who might only know McGuire as the odd-time crooner from The Freddy 
McGuire Show. It wouldn't be an art crime. Debuting on Negativland’s Over 
the Edge radio program in 1999, Freddy McGuire pitched McGuire's poetry 
against an improvised backcloth of samples by Wobbly — commercials, show 
tunes, theme songs — really, nothing is sacred. Sometimes, it’s beautiful, 
sometimes it’s a battle, but tonight, on a state-of-the-art 72-channel sound 
system, it will be in the bones of your face. New songs will be accompanied by 
live and recorded feeds from McGuire's personal surveillance cameras. 
Resonance: The Freddy McGuire Show starts at 7 p.m. at the Exploratori- 
um, Pier 15, S.F. Tickets are $10-$15; visit exploratorium.edu. Silke Tudor 


acrylic paintings and watercolors featuring the 
artist's trademark use of wordplay. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 15. 260 Utah St., 
S.F., 495-5454, www.hosfeltgallery.com. 

lan Ross Gallery. Hard Candy: Collaborative two-per- 
son show by John Waguespack and Katja Tapia. 
Starting Feb. 13. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through March 15. 466 Brannan, S.F., 533-5758, 
www.ianrossgallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Lalla Essaydi: New Beauty: 
Surrounded by Islamic calligraphy and, in some 
cases, by bullet casings that at first glance seem 
like jewels, the women in Essaydi’s large-scale 
photographs disrupt stereotypes like a 21st-century 
bookend to outdated exoticism. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 29. 464 Sutter, S.F., 677- 
0770, www.jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Jewish Community Library. Ernest & Lucienne Bloch: 
A Shared Eye: Photographs by the Jewish composer 
and his daughter. Mondays-Thursdays, Sundays. 
Continues through March 2. 1835 Ellis, S.F., 567-3327, 
www.bjesf.org/library.htm. 

Main Library, Jewett Gallery. Linedrives and Lipstick: 
The Untold Story of Women’s Baseball: A collection 
of photos, postcards, and other memorabilia tracing 
the history of women’s baseball from the 19th 
century to today. Through March 16. 100 Larkin, 
S.F., 557-4277, www.sfpl.org. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Transitions: Group 
show featuring Ted Andersen, Gail Dawson, Nif 
Hodgson, and Christopher Russell. Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through Feb. 28.1 Sutter St. Ste. 202, S.F., 
369-9404, www.wolfecontemporary.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Daniel Healey: Sorry Enter- 
tainer: Abstract works constructed with ink trans- 
fers, tape, and paper on canvas. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. 49 Geary Ste. 200, S.F., 
www.mgart.com. 

Meridian Gallery. Abby Leigh: New Works 2011/2013: 
Abstract oil paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Contin- 
ues through March 8. 535 Powell, S.F., 398-7229, 
www.meridiangallery.org. 

Mirus Gallery. Local: Group show of Bay Area artists. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 15. 540 
Howard St., S.F., 543-3440, www.mirusgallery.com. 

Mission: Comics & Art. Sandman: 25th Anniversary Art 
Show: Group show paying tribute to Neil Gaiman's 
landmark comic book series. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. 3520 20th St. B, S.F., 
695-1545, www.missioncomicsandart.com. 

Modern Eden. Sheri DeBow: Nightmares & Daydreams 
from Beyond Toyland: Fantastical doll sculptures 
bring otherworldly girls to life. Starting Feb. 15. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 1. 
Nostalgia: Group show illustrating those fun and 
unforgotten toys and games of youth. Starting 
Feb. 15. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 1. 403 Francisco, S.F., 956-3303, www. 
moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Brigitte Carnochan: Natural 
Beauty: New platinum/palladium photographs. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 1. 


49 Geary, S.F., 732-0300, www.modernbook.com. 

Public Works. Roll Up Gallery: Memories & Moments: 
Group show featuring work by Kieran Collins, Jon 
Weiss, Hanna Quevedo, Victor Pastor, and more. 
Sat., Feb. 15, 6-9 p.m. free. 161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955, 
www.publicsf.com. 

RayKo Photo Center. Heidi Kirkpatrick: Lost & Found: 
Photo-augmented objets d'art. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 23. 75 Years: Selections 
from the City College of San Francisco Photography 
Department: Spotlight on contemporary photog- 
raphy from the 81 Bees collective. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Feb. 23. Vanishing Point: 
Phantom Artists’ League group photography show. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 23. 428 
Third St., S.F., 495-3773, www.raykophoto.com. 

Richmond Art Center. The Art of Living Black: 18th 
Annual Bay Area Black Artists Exhibition: Nonjuried 
group show featuring over 50 regional atists (in 
the Main Gallery). Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. The Language of Realism: Paint- 
ings by Michael Beck, Christine Hanlon, Anthony 
Holdsworth, and John Rampley (in the South & West 
Galleries). Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 7. Unlock the Talk: The American Teenager 
Project in Richmond: 100 B+W photo portraits by 
area high school students with accompanying 
audio interviews (in the Community Gallery). 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
7. 2540 Barrett, Richmond, 510-620-6772, www. 
therichmondartcenter.org. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Kenneth Josephson: Conceptual 
and experimental B+W photographs from the 
1960s and 1970s. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 29. Lauren Marsolier: Transition: 
Disorienting, digitally assembled photomontage 
landscapes and scenes. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through March 29. 49 Geary, S.F., 421-0122, 
www.kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. All About the Image: Group 
photography show. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 22. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F., 781-1122, 
www.roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Joseph Hart: Excavator: New 
paintings, works on paper, sculpture, and experi- 
mental chromogenic prints. Thursdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 22. 1240 22nd St., S.F, 
550-7483, www.romeryounggallery.com. 

Root Division. MFA Now 2014: Donna Napper of the 
San Jose Institute of Contemporary curated this 
juried exhibition featuring 17 MFA students from 
regional schools. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 22. 3175 17th St., S.F., 863-7668, www. 
rootdivision.org. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. 2014 New Year Group Exhibition: 
Includes painting, sculpture, video, and collage. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
251 Post, S.F., 291-8000, www.sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Vivian Maier: Out of the 
Shadows: Chicago street photography, silhouette 
self-portraits, and other black-and-white snapshots 
from the enigmatic nanny-turned-artist. Tues- 
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days-Saturdays. Continues through April 26. Free. 
scottnicholsgallery.com/. 49 Geary, S.F., 788-4641, 
www.scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Scott Richards Contemporary Art. Brave New World: 
Current in Contemporary Abstraction: Group show 
featuring modern abstract works by Tim Bavington, 
Sophia Dixon Dillo, Peter Fox, William Metcalf, 
David Ryan, Patrick Wilson, and Eric Zammitt. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 1. 
251 Post, S.F., 788-5588, www.srcart.com. 

SF Camerawork. Sarah Christianson: When the Land- 
scape Is Quiet Again - North Dakota's Oil Boom: Color 
photographs depicting the environmental impact of 
oil drilling and fracking in the artist's home state. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through April 19. 
657 Mission, S.F., 512-2020, www.sfcamerawork.org. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). Edith 
Hillinger: Death Valley collage series. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Feb. 20. Sharon Shepherd: 
Recent paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 20. Elena Zolotnitsky: Figurative oil 
paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 20. 2 Marina Boulevard, S.F., 441-4777, www. 
sfmoma.org. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center. Black 
Power * Flower Power: Photographs by Pirkle Jones 
and Ruth-Marion Baruch documenting the Black 
Panthers and Haight-Ashbury neighborhood in the 
late 1960s. Through Feb. 20. 1650 Holloway, S.F., 
338-1112, www.sfsustudentcenter.com. 

Shooting Gallery. Kerry Miller: Re-Imagination 
of the Book: Dissections, deconstructions, and 
radical re-embellishments turn ordinary old books 
into gorgeous new forms. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 8. Jet Martinez: City of 
Eternal Springtime: Brightly colored floral paint- 
ings inspired by the Oakland muralist’s Mexican 
folk art heritage. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 8. 886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www. 
shootinggallerysf.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. All Possible Futures: Jon 
Sueda curated this group show that attempts to 
broaden the boundaries of graphic design. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 13. On the 
Edge 4: 26 photographers contributed over 450 
pictures to this 18+ erotic art exhibition that also 
includes fetish fashion shows and live performances. 
Fri., Feb. 14, 4-9 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 15, 1-9 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 
16, 12-5 p.m. $10 (free on Sunday). eroticartevents. 
com. 934 Brannan, S.F., 863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. White Hot Lamp Black: Group show 
featuring photography, video, shadow installations, 
and performances by Carrie Hott, Dario Robleto, 
Laura Steenberge, Hillary Wiedemann, Jeremiah 
Barber, and Ingrid Rojas Contreras. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 8. 3030 20th St., 
S.F., 863-2141, www.soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. Tim Doyle: UnReal Estate III: 
The third installment in Doyle’s ongoing series 
of serigraphs that depict iconic — but fictional — 
locations from TV shows as if they existed in real 
life. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
22. 816 Sutter, S.F., www.spoke-art.com. 

Stephen Wirtz Gallery. The Optimists: Group show 
featuring Maysha Mohamedi, Rebecca Morris, 
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PARTNERS 


Ruby Neri, and Laurie Reid. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 22. 49 Geary, S.F., 433-6879, 
www.wirtzgallery.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Paul Mavrides: Art Work 
Makes You Free: Exhibit featuring thrift-scored and 
dumpster-dived paintings overlaid with bold text 
commentaries. Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 15. 2747 19th St., S.F., 263-3677, www. 
stevenwolffinearts.com/gallery.asp. 

Traywick Contemporary. Benicia Gantner: Isole: 
Recent vinyl collages. Thursdays-Saturdays. Con- 
tinues through March 15. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 
510-527-1214, www.traywick.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Winter Wonder: New works by Rod- 
ney Ewing and Ronn Harsh. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 15. 3681 Sacramento, S.F., 
423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 

White Walls Gallery. Melanie Alves: Hunting Season: 
The S.F. artist transforms toy guns into animal 
sculptures inspired by taxidermy. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days. Continues through March 8. Olek: | Haven't a 
Single Explorer on My Planet: Solo show featuring 
the yarn bomber's latest crocheted creations. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 8. 
886 Geary, S.F., 931-1500, www.whitewallssf.com. 


BURLESQUE 


DIVA or Die Burlesque: Produced by DiVAfest. Sat., 
Feb. 15, 8:30 p.m., $15. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

Hubba Hubba Revue: St. Valentine's Day Massacre: 
No one makes a spectacle out of sex quite like the 
Hubba Hubba Revue, who puts the va-va-voom in 
your Valentine's Day with performances by Lilly 
Tiger, Charlotte La Belle Araignée, Drea Dillinger, 
Donatella MeLies, Sylphie Currin, Jet Noir, Rizzo 
Rogue, Szandora LaVey, and many more. Fri., Feb. 
14, 9 p.m., $15-$30, hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 
375 Tith St., S.F., 626-1409, www.dnalounge.com. 

Mischief: Monthly burlesque and variety show featuring 
Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. Second Friday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free, hunnybunnyburlesque. 
com. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., S.F., 621-9294, www. 
skylarkbar.com. 

Rack N Roll Burly Q: A new evening series of rock 
‘n’ roll-inspired performances by Reds Hots Bur- 
lesque. Sat., Feb. 15, 7-9 p.m., $5, redhotsburlesque. 
com. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703-8964, www. 
sfcatclub.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these weekly 
shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 7:30 p.m., 
$5-$10, redhotsburlesque.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
S.F., 282-3325, www.elriosf.com. 

Uptown Hubba Hubba: Weekly burlesques & lascivious 
laffs from the Hubba Hubba Revue crew. Mondays, 9 
p.m., $5, hubbahubbarevue.com. Uptown Nightclub, 
1928 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-451-8100, www. 
uptownnightclub.com. 


COMEDY 


Bad Movie Night: Man of Steel: Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, 
Mike Spiegelman, and Tristan Buckner invite you to 
bring some kryptonite in preparation for the latest 
Superman reboot, Man of Steel. Sun., Feb. 16, 8 


The ancient Greeks didn’t have as many words for “love” as the Eskimos reput- 
edly have for “snow,” but we in San Francisco know that there’s more to love 
than the monogamous sexy eros celebrated in the name of the rogue marriage 
officiant or letter-writer martyred centuries ago. Choreographer James Graham 
commemorates a variety of partnerships in the third annual Dance Lovers, a 
one-night-only performance. Curated by Graham, the evening puts together re- 
al-life pairs of performers — couples, flings, friends — for a series of new duets 
on love. Graham’s work, nostalgically titled We Would Sit Together in Homeroom, 
focuses on the Platonic love between a gay anda straight man, performed with 
Sebastian Grubb. With a healthy mix of dancers and non-dancers, paramours 
and companions, ballet, improvisation, modern dance, and more, Dance Lovers 
offers an evening for every kind of significant other. 

James Graham Dance Theatre presents Dance Lovers at 8 p.m. at Joe 
Goode Annex, 401 Alabama St., S.F. Tickets are $15-$30; visit jamesgra- 


hamdancetheatre.com. Irene Hsiao 
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ALLIANCE DENTAL & ORTHODONTICS 









NEW YEAR SPECIAL OFFER 
$59 CLEANING & EXAM 


New Patients Only. Offer expires 3/15/14. 
Specializing in Orthodontic Treatments including 


¢ Invisalign 
e Lingual (behind-+the-teeth) braces 


Drs. Katrina Le & Bing Elliot Xia © Conveniently Located Right Downtown © 450 Sutter St., Suite 808 © (415) 986-2626 





With 3400’ of relentless fall line bowls, glades, bumps and groomers, 
your quads will beg for a lift line. That’s about the only thing Sun Valley 
doesn’t have. Come ski more vert before lunch than most people pack 
into their entire vacation. 


STAY & SKI FROM $65/PP/PN 


2 hours to crowd-free skiing 
Daily non-stop flights all winter. 


Ae 


www.visitidaho.org 


yisit 
visitsunvalley.com SunValley 
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Celebrator’s 26" 
Anniversary Party 


Sunday, February 16, 2014 


4:00-8:00 p.m. 


Music, Food, 
Awesome Beer & Fun 


Over 30 Craft Breweries 


TRUMER BRAUEREI + BERKELEY 
1404 4" St. Berkeley, CA 94710 


Tickets in advance: $60 


At the door: S80 

For information call 530.470.0191 
Tickets via Eventbrite at 
Celebrator.com 


Proceeds to benefit C.C. BA. 
California Craft Brewers Association 
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p.m., $6.99. Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 
401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Barbary Coast Comedy: With Loren Kraut, Emily 
Epstein White, and more. Thu., Feb. 13, 7 p.m., $5, 
barbarycoastcomedy.com. Legionnaire Saloon, 2272 
Telegraph, Oakland, www.legionnairesaloon.com. 

The Big, Buttery Sketch Show: XX-chromosome 
sketch comedy starring PianoFight’s all-female 
troupe, Chardonnay. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 15, $20-$30, pianofight. 
com/tickets. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, 
www.theexit.org. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions and 
create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., $20, 
bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

B.J. Novak: The sitcom actor, comedian, and humor 
writer shares a conversation with Paul Lancour. 
Thu., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m., $27. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

The Business: A Comedy Show: Featuring Sean Keane, 
Bucky Sinister, Caitlin Gill, Nato Green, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5, thebusinesscomedy.com. 
Dark Room Theater, 2263 Mission, S.F., 401-7987, 
www.darkroomsf.com. 

Children Are Forever (All Sales Are Final!): Julia 
Jackson's solo show takes a comical look at the 
cash-for-kids adoption industry. Starting Feb. 14, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through March 
22, $15, juliajackson.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

Comedy Allstars with Frankie Quinones: Thu., Feb. 
13, 8 p.m., $16. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
S.F., 928-4320, www.cobbscomedy.com. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
www.neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. BrainWash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, www.brainwash.com. 

Comet Club Comedy: Your free weekly chance to 
laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 8:30 
p.m., free. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every 
month, 7 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Cof- 
feehouse, 5549 Geary St., S.F., 933-6632. 

The Cynic Cave: With Ryan Singer, Caitlin Gill, George 
Chen, and Kevin O'Shea. Sat., Feb. 15, 8 &10 p.m., $10, 
cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, www. 
johnnyfoleys.com. 

Dwayne Perkins: Four nights with the man who brought 
you “Great White Moments in Black History.” Feb. 
12-15, $16-$23.50. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 
397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative fist 
at 21st century San Francisco culture in this fictional 
comic monologue directed by David Ford. Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through March 16, 
$25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Fresh Like Cadaver: A monthly horror-themed, live 
movie riffing comedy show in the spirit of Mystery 
Science Theater 3000. Second Friday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $10, facebook.com/FreshLikeCadaver. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Give Me Fiction: Romance: Wittiness and literature 
walk hand-in-hand when Sarah Griff, Carey Callahan, 
Matt Gubser, George Chen, Jennifer Dronsky, and 
Mimi Vilmenay present humorous short stories 
about wuv. Sun., Feb. 16, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Week- 
end Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Harvey’s Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 
431-4278, www.harveyssf.com. 

Hella Gay Comedy: Best of the Bay Comedy Show: 
Charlie Ballard hosts LGBT-friendly stand-up per- 
formances by Aidan Park, Justin Lucas, Casey Ley, 
Kimberly Rose Wendt, and Rajeev Dhar. Sun., Feb. 
16, 7 p.m., $10, facebook.com/hellagaycomedyshow. 
Pa'ina, 1865 Post, S.F., 829-2642. 

How We First Met: Improv comedians meet cute with 
audience members as Jill Bourque and her team 
of actors make up skits based on the audience's 
real-life dating stories. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $40-$55, 
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howwefirstmet.com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, www.marineclub.com/ 
theatre.php. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
www.oaklandlayover.com. 

Live at Deluxe: Monthly ha-has on Haight. Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m. Club Deluxe, 1511 
Haight, S.F., 552-6949, www.pizza-deluxe.com. 

LOL Mondays: With Jabari Davis, Barry Fischer, 
Jesse Hett, and Valerie Branch. Mon., Feb. 17, 6:30 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, www. 
clubomgsf.com. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through March 15, 
$15-$100, margagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Matt Louv, and Kate 
Willett. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 
3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Mortified: Doomed Valentines Show: In case you 
forgot why it’s called a “crush,” Mortified’s annual 
Valentine's Day special will remind you of all your 
young heartbreak and shame as Andy Allen, Margot 
Leitman, Scott Lifton, and others recall their failed 
teenage escapades with that ole devil called Love. 
Thu., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m., $15-$21, getmortified.com. 
DNA Lounge, 375 11th St., S.F., 626-1409, www. 
dnalounge.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (Ryan Cronin, Joe Nguyen, Adam 
McLaughlin, Red Scott, and Jeff Reitman) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
22,$20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Val- 
ley, 383-9600, www.142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Cellar Dwellers: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & 
Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., www.kellsirish.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17 advance, improvsoci- 
ety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
www.sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
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Sing-a-long 


laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, www.punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, www. 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Tai Mai Shu Show: Starring Bradley Lum. Tue., 
Feb. 18, 8 p.m., $15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 
397-7573, www.punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Tom Papa: Three nights of comedy with the host 
of The Marriage Ref. Feb. 14-16, $20-$25. Cobb's 
Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, www. 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Valentine's Romantic Farce: Comedy skits by BATS 
Improv for people in (or out of) love. Fri., Feb. 14, 
8 p.m., $17-$20. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 
474-6776. 

Vice Principals of Comedy: With Bucky Sinister, Bert 
DiVietri, F.C. Sierra, Brandon Stokes, Hayden Greif- 
Neill, Erik Krasner, Allison Mick, and Jon Urlie. Wed., 
Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., $12, facebook.com/VicePrincipal- 
sOfComedy. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Vice Principals of Comedy: With Marcella Arguello, 
Justin Alan, Jessica Sele, Vince Chuang, Hayden 
Greif-Neill, Erik Krasner, Allison Mick, and Jon Urlie. 
Sat., Feb. 15, 7 p.m., free, facebook.com/VicePrinci- 
palsOfComedy. 50 Mason Social House, 50 Mason, 
S.F., 433-5050, www.50masonsocialhouse.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 


Black Choreographers Festival: Here & Now: Now in 
its 10th year, the 2014 edition of this annual event 
includes workshops and diverse performances 
curated, choreographed, and performed by lead- 
ing African-American artists such as Gregory 
Dawson (dynamic contemporary ballet), Robert 
Moses (thoughtful, almost mathematical modern 
dance), and Nora Chipaumire (here presenting 
her experimental movement-theater installation 
piece, Miriam). In addition to these well established 
choreographers, the BCF presents a lineup of 
up-and-coming artists at the festival's Next Wave 
Choreographers Showcase. Feb. 13-15; Feb. 21-23; 
Feb. 28-March 1; March 6-8, $10-$35, bcfhereandnow. 
com. Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

Bollywood Berkeley: Intercollegiate Hindi Film Dance 
competition. Sat., Feb. 15, 7 p.m., ucberkeleyindus. 
com/events. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 
Bancroft, Berkeley, 510-642-9988, www.calperfs. 
berkeley.edu. 

Company C Contemporary Ballet: CCCB’s 12th season 
kicks off with premieres by Charles Anderson and 
Susan Jaffe, plus works by Yuri Zhukov and Charles 
Moulton. Thu., Feb. 13, 8 p.m.; Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m.; 
Sat., Feb. 15, 6 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 16, 3 p.m., $25-$48, 
companycballet.org. Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, Lam Research Theater, 700 Howard, S.F., 
495-6360, www.ybca.org. 

Hamburg Ballet: A Midsummer Night's Dream: The 


DON’T WANNA MISS A SING 


It has been said that love bites, love bleeds, love begs, love pleads and... it’s 
what I need. Oh yeah, it’s been said by far greater geniuses than ours. Def Lep- 
pard, Warrant, Poison, Cinderella, Bon Jovi, Heart, Journey, and even Guns & 
Roses, on occasion, reached for that pinnacle of human experience and dis- 
tilled all of its timeless yearning, devotion, and outrage into one perfect rock 
formula. This emotional vocal escalation echoed by an ever-increasing instru- 
mental salvo is known as the power ballad. You can sniff and turn up your nose 
but, oooh baby, if you've got love in your sights, watch out because every night 
has its dawn, and every Valentine’s Day has its Power Ballad Sing-A-Long. 
From coast to coast, there’s no denying this is way real Americans with real 
heart express their hopes and dreams on a holiday meant to vanquish the foes 
of Hallmark. So grab your Zippo and your best friend and prepare to sing your- 
self hoarse to the greatest earworms of all time. 

SF IndyFest presents Power Ballad Sing-A-Long at 9:15 p.m. at the 
Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F. Tickets are $12; call 863-1087 or visit 


sfindie.com. Silke Tudor 
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Hamburg Ballet returns for a limited engagement 
to present artistic director and choreographer John 
Neumeier's 1977 adaptation of A Midsummer Night's 
Dream. Using both Felix Mendelssohn's romantic 
score and the dissonant contemporary music of 
Gy6rgy Ligeti, the production promises properly 
clothed Athenians and weird fairies shimmering 
with iridescent scales. Wed., Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m.; Thu., 
Feb. 13, 8 p.m., $36-$327, sfballet.org. War Memorial 
Opera House, 301 Van Ness, S.F., 864-3330, www. 
sfwmpac.org. 

Hemorrhage: An Ablution of Hope and Despair: In- 
spired by the evictions occurring as San Francisco's 
Mission District becomes a bedroom community for 
Silicon Valley techies — as well as ongoing global 
catastrophes such as climate change, racism, and 
gender discrimination — choreographer Krissy 
Keefer imagines a post-apocalyptic junkyard occu- 
pied by exiled women who dance and drum out their 
political hopes and fears. Thu., Feb. 13, 8 p.m.; Sat., 
Feb. 15, 8 p.m., $15-$30. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 
24th St., S.F., 273-4633, www.dancemission.com. 

Man in a Case: Mikhail Baryshnikov stars in this Big 
Dance Theater production that adapts two Anton 
Chekhov stories into a mix of movement and drama. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 16, $45- 
$125, bigdancetheater.org. Berkeley Repertory’s 
Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Nora Chipaumire: Miriam: Part of the Black Cho- 
reographers Festival. Feb. 13-15, 8 p.m., $25-$35, 
bcfhereandnow.com. Yerba Buena Center for the 
Arts, 701 Mission, S.F., 978-2787, www.ybca.org. 


FESTIVALS 


16th SF IndieFest: They're calling this year's San Fran- 
cisco Independent Film Festival their ‘Sweet 16," 
but SF IndieFest is more grown up than that teenage 
designation might imply. With its wide variety of 
art-house dramas, apocalyptic comedies, animated 
features, thrillers, theme parties, sing-alongs, and 
other tangential events, the 2014 IndieFest has a 
lot to offer film fans — even those who are well past 
having parentally imposed curfews. Most screenings 
take place at the Roxie, with some extra shows at 
the Brava Theater Center (2781 24th St., SF) and New 
Parkway Theater (474 24th St., Oakland). Through 
Feb. 20, sfindie.com. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.F., 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Black Choreographers Festival: Here & Now: Now in 
its 10th year, the 2014 edition of this annual event 
includes workshops and diverse performances 
curated, choreographed, and performed by lead- 
ing African-American artists such as Gregory 
Dawson (dynamic contemporary ballet), Robert 
Moses (thoughtful, almost mathematical modern 
dance), and Nora Chipaumire (here presenting 
her experimental movement-theater installation 
piece, Miriam). In addition to these well established 
choreographers, the BCF presents a lineup of 
up-and-coming artists at the festival’s Next Wave 
Choreographers Showcase. Feb. 13-15; Feb. 21-23; 
Feb. 28-March 1; March 6-8, $10-$35, bcfhereandnow. 
com. Multiple Bay Area Locations, S.F., N/A. 

Chinese New Year Community Street Fair: The 
sounds of music and firecrackers — not to mention 
thousands of people -— fill the Chinatown streets 
at this annual festival featuring vendors, dance 
performances, giant puppets, and much more. 
Sat., Feb. 15, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 16, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m., free. Chinatown, Grant, S.F., N/A, www. 
sanfranciscochinatown.com. 

Mostly British Film Festival: Stiffen that upper lip, 
chap: The MBFF features two dozen new and classic 
movies from Great Britain and elsewhere around the 
Commonwealth, including spotlights on romance 
films, British noir, and a special tribute to Michael 
York. Feb. 13-20, $10-$12.50 per film (or $100-$135 
for festival pass), mostlybritish.org. Vogue Theatre, 
3290 Sacramento, S.F., 346-2288, www.voguesf.com. 

San Francisco Bear Weekend: The city’s fuzziest 
festival welcomes gay men from all over the world 
for a long holiday weekend of dance parties, beer 
busts, and more bear hugs than mating season in Yo- 
semite. Feb. 14-17, sfbearweekend.com. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 

S.F. Beer Week: The Bay Area's longest “week” is back 
for its sixth time, with this year’s festival tempting 
your taste buds — and testing your liver — at dozens of 
individual events. Beyond the sold-out opening gala at 
the Concourse Exhibition Center, Beer Week's 10-day 
run includes tap takeovers, brewery tours, special 
ale releases, brewmaster meet-and-greets, beer 
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Lunar New Year 


HISTORIC HORSE HUNT 


The annual Chinese New Year parade is tonight, and will take over large swaths 
of downtown. But scattered among the lion dancers and red sweatshirts will be 
another great San Francisco tradition, the Chinese New Year Treasure 
Hunt. It’s played on the streets of Chinatown, North Beach, and Telegraph 
Hill. Clues for the hunt are designed by professional investigator and amateur 
historian Jayson Wechter. Answering them involves a bit of history, San Fran- 
cisco geography, and some good old-fashioned deduction. Here’s a sample clue: 
“This father is immortalized on a circle that you handle every day anda local 
square that bears his name. Near one corner you'll see a stony marker com- 
memorating a 19th century woman who had stock on this spot. On a corner 
across the street, there’s a depiction of a hot spot where uprisings occur.’ 
Teams can be prearranged, or made impromtu at the initial meeting point. 
First place wins a “Key to the City” cake, and Wechter will explain the answers 
at the end. Oh, and about that sample clue: It's Washington Square. 

SF Treasure Hunts presents the Chinese New Year Treasure Hunt at 
4:30 p.m. in Justin Herman Plaza at Embarcadero and Market, S.F. Tickets 
are $12-$50; call (925) 855-1986 or visit sftreasurehunts.com. Devin Holt 


flights, food pairings, pub crawls, trivia contests, and 
much more at venues like Zeitgeist, Beer Revolution, 
Toronado, Mikkeller Bar, 2ist Amendment, Speakeasy 
Taproom, Trumer Brauerei, City Beer Store, Thirsty- 
Bear Brewing Company, Alembic, Monk's Kettle, 
and many others. Through Feb. 16, sfbeerweek.org. 
Multiple Bay Area Locations,, S.F. 

Tulipmania: Thousands of blooming tulips join the 
tourists at Pier 39 for a nine-day display of natural 
flower power. Feb. 15-23, free. Pier 39, Beach, S.F., 
705-5500, www.pier39.com. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


2014 San Francisco Writers Conference: This 11th 
annual gathering of authors, editors, agents, and 
publishers features instructional presentations, 
pitch sessions, panel discussions, workshops, 
consultations, readings, and more for aspiring 
beginners and professional writers alike. Feb. 13-17, 
sfwriters.org. Mark Hopkins Intercontinental Hotel, 
1Nob Hill Cir, S.F., 392-3434, www.intercontinental- 
markhopkins.com. 

An Evening of Poetry & Jazz with Joan Gelfand, 
Andy Jones, and Brad Henderson: Part of the 
San Francisco Writers Conference. Sat., Feb. 15, 9 
p.m., free. Mark Hopkins Intercontinental Hotel, 1 
Nob Hill Cir, S.F., 392-3434, www.intercontinental- 
markhopkins.com. 

Angi Brzycki: Love Letter: If you weren't on the receiv- 
ing end of any of the love letters Angi Brzycki typed 
anonymously — and then surreptitiously inserted 
into random copies of the SF Weekly over the past 
year — this combination art show and book release 
party gives you a chance to read some sweet words 
of affection on Valentine's Day. Fri., Feb. 14, 6 p.m., 
free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936. 

Artwords: Steven Anthony Jones of the Lorraine 
Hansberry Theatre presents a Black History Month 
performance of poetry and prose by Amiri Baraka, 
Gwendolyn Brooks, Franz Fanon, Nelson Mandela, 
Ishmael Reed, and more. Sat., Feb. 15, 2 p.m., free 
with museum admission. Museum of the African Dias- 
pora, 685 Mission, S.F., 358-7200, www.moadsf.org. 

Bich Minh Nguyen: Reading from Pioneer Girl, her 
literary mystery that links a Vietnamese-American 
family with Little House on the Prairie. Thu., Feb. 13, 
7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 
362-8193, www.citylights.com. 

Brandon Boyd: The erstwhile Incubus singer presents 
So the Echo, his latest book combining his visual 
art and writing. Sun., Feb. 16, 1 p.m., free. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, 
www.bookpassage.com. 

Crows in the Stork’s Nest: Dive bar literary lounging 
with Lisa Miller, Keeley Ann Finn, Andre Wilson, MG 
Brillz, and Maisha Z. Johnson. Fri., Feb. 14, 7 p.m., 
free. Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444- 
6174, www.storkcluboakland.com. 

Edmund White: The novelist, essayist, and literary 
biographer shares his new memoir about his life in 
France, Inside a Pearl: My Years in Paris. Michael 
Carroll also reads. Tue., Feb. 18, 7 p.m., free. City 
Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 362-8193, www. 


Georgie Devereux 


citylights.com. 

Eileen Cronin: The author — who was born with legs 
that ended near the knee — shares her story in 
Mermaid: A Memoir of Resilience. Thu., Feb. 13, 6 
p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, 
S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Ex Postal Facto: A free, three-day celebration of mail 
art and other epistolary creations, starting with a 
Friday evening art show at the San Francisco Center 
for the Book (375 Rhode Island), continuing witha 
Saturday afternoon expo at the S.F. Elks Lodge #3 
(450 Post), and concluding on Sunday with panel 
discussions at the Main Libary (100 Larkin). Feb. 14- 
16, free, expostalfacto.wordpress.com. Multiple San 
Francisco Locations, multiple addresses, S.F., N/A. 

Give Me Fiction: Romance: Wittiness and literature 
walk hand-in-hand when Sarah Griff, Carey Callahan, 
Matt Gubser, George Chen, Jennifer Dronsky, and 
Mimi Vilmenay present humorous short stories 
about wuv. Sun., Feb. 16, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Week- 
end Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Hilton Als: The culture critic discusses his 2013 essay 
collection, White Girls. Tue., Feb. 18, 6 p.m., free. 
Main Library, Koret Auditorium, 100 Larkin, S.F., 
557-4595, www.sfpl.org. 

Jane Austen Valentine's Day Celebration: The 
Jane Austen Society of North America invites you 
to ‘‘get your Jane on” with live re-enactments of 
love scenes in Austen's novels by the Bella Union 
Theatre Company, plus live music, era-appropriate 
food, and more. Sun., Feb. 16, 3:30 p.m., $10-$15, 
jasnanorcal.org. San Francisco Community Music 


Douglas Kearney 
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Center, 544 Capp, S.F., 647-6015, www.sfcmc.org. 

Jason Porter: Launch party for the novel Why Are You 
So Sad?. Sat., Feb. 15, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./Opera 
Plaza, 601 Van Ness, S.F., 776-1111, www.booksinc.net. 

Jennie Shortridge: Discussing her novel Love Water 
Memory in conversation with Tiffany Baker. Wed., 
Feb. 12, 6 p.m., free. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, S.F., 835-1020, www.bookpassage.com. 

Jenny Offill: It's been nearly 15 years since the publica- 
tion of Offill’s previous novel, Last Things, but after 
writing a few children’s books, tonight she finally 
reads from her second novel, Dept. of Speculation. 
Wed., Feb. 12, 7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 
Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

Lunada Literary Lounge: Sandra Garcia Rivera hosts 
readings by Carrie Leilam Love and music by Monica 
Marie Fimbrez. Fri., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., $5, facebook. 
com/LunadaGaleria. Galeria de la Raza, 2857 24th 
St., S.F., 826-8009, www.galeriadelaraza.org. 

My Sucky Valentine: In this annual evisceration of 
cheap romantic cliches, author Thomas Roche 
invites local storytellers onstage to recount tales of 
love gone horribly wrong. Thu., Feb. 13, 8 p.m. Center 
for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., 902-2071, www. 
sexandculture.org. 

On the Commons: Poetry by Steven Nightingale: 
Reading from his latest book of sonnets, The Wings 
of What You Say. Wed., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., free. Fort 
Mason, Bldg. B, (Marina & Buchanan) B350, S.F., 
474-6776, www.fortmason.org. 

Paxton Gate Storyhour: Readings of chosen books for 
children. Thursdays, noon, free, 252-9990. Paxton 
Gate's Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, S.F., www. 
paxtongate.com. 

Peter Mountford: The Seattle writer talks about his 
novel The Dismal Science in conversation with Peter 
Orner. Tue., Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 
1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, www.booksmith.com. 

P.J. O'Rourke: The conservative satirist weighs in on 
his generation — as described by his new book, The 
Baby Boom: How It Got That Way ... And It Wasn't My 
Fault ... And I'll Never Do It Again — in conversation 
with KGO Radio's Ronn Owens. Wed., Feb. 12, 6 p.m., 
$7-$20. Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597- 
6700, www.commonwealthclub.org. 

Poetry Reading with Aya de Leon, Mary Mackey, 
and Richard Loranger: Part of the San Francisco 
Writers Conference. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., free. Mark 
Hopkins Intercontinental Hotel, 1 Nob Hill Cir, S.F., 
392-3434, www.intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 

Poetry Reading with Matthew Zapruder, Arisa 
White, Micah Ballard, and Indigo Moor: Part of 
the San Francisco Writers Conference. Sat., Feb. 15, 
5 p.m., free. Mark Hopkins Intercontinental Hotel, 1 
Nob Hill Cir, S.F., 392-3434, www.intercontinental- 
markhopkins.com. 

RADAR Reading Series: Michelle Tea hosts readings 
by Lucy Corin, Dia Dear, Maranda Elizabeth, and 
Soma Mei Sheng Frazier. Thu., Feb. 13, 6 p.m., free. 
San Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin, S.F., 557- 
4400, www.sfpl.org. 

Right On!: Poetry on Film: Screening of the 1970 film 
featuring performances by the Original Last Poets 
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(Gylan Kain, Felipe Luciano, and David Nelson). Thu., 
Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m., Free with museum admission. 
Museum of the African Diaspora, 685 Mission, S.F., 
358-7200, www.moadsf.org. 

Small Press Traffic: Poetry readings by Norma Cole, 
Douglas Kearney, and Claudia Rankine. Sun., Feb. 
16, 5 p.m., $7-$10. Artists’ Television Access, 992 
Valencia, S.F., 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

Story Time in the Library: Kids aged 4 to 8 are 
encouraged to sit back and hear stories about 
nature and science. First and Third Sunday of every 
month, 10:30 a.m., free. San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, www. 
sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

Ted Rees & Alana Siegel: Poetry readings. Thu., Feb. 
13, 4:30 p.m., free. Poetry Center, 1600 Holloway, 
S.F., 338-2227, www.sfsu.edu/~poetry. 

Third Verse: Poetry readings by Jesse Nathan, Ben- 
jamin Paloff, and Alissa Valles. Sun., Feb. 16, 2 p.m., 
free. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, S.F., 586-3733, 
www.birdbeckett.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, 
Building C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, www. 
friendssfpl.org/?Readers_FM. 

Valentine's Day from Cleis Press: A night of gay love 
stories and erotica featuring readings by Lewis 
DeSimone, Felice Picano, and Rob Rosen. Thu., Feb. 
13, 7:30 p.m., free. Books Inc./Castro, 2275 Market, 
S.F., 864-6777, www.booksinc.net. 

Victoria Loustalot: Reading from her memoir about 
her gay father, This Is How You Say Goodbye. Thu., 
Feb. 13, 7 p.m., $3-$5. GLBT History Museum, 4127 
18th St., S.F., 621-1107, www.glbthistorymuseum. 
org. 

Voz Sin Tinta Poetry Reading Series: Featuring Emil 
DeAndreis, Stephanie Suarez, Christopher Patrick 
Steffen, and Toma Barylak. Thu., Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m., 
free. Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th St., S.F., 824-1761, 
www.facebook.com/alleycatbooks. 

Write Club: Chapter 27 - Our Bloody Valentines: 
Sarah Griffin, Nate Waggoner, Diana Salier, Steven 
Westdahl, Sarah Broderick, and Casey Childers 
face off over a few of the literary intricacies that 
surround the issue of love. Tue., Feb. 18, 8 p.m., $10, 
writeclubsf.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., 
S.F., 647-2888, www.makeoutroom.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Asian Art Museum of, S.F. The Carved Brush: 24 
artworks by Chinese brush painter Qi Baish. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through July 13. Ina New 
Light: The Asian Art Museum Collection: A display 
of more than 2,500 objects from the museum's 
permanent collection explores the major cultures 
of Asia. Daily. Proximities 3: Import/Export: Con- 
clusion of the AAM's three-part exhibition featuring 
trade-inspired artwork by Rebeca Bollinger, Amanda 
Curreri, Byron Peters, Jeffrey Augustine Songco, 
Leslie Shows, and Imin Yeh. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 23. 200 Larkin, S.F., 581- 
3500, www.asianart.org. 


REWRITING REALITIES 


Kicking off its 40th year of programming, Small Press Traffic has invited 
former director Dana Teen Lomax to host Douglas Kearney, Claudia Ran- 
kine, and Norma Cole in an evening of Femshi, or Feminist Neo-Benshi. 
Neo-benshi is live alternative voice-over for films; this extraordinary trio of 
poets will be sure to delight (and blow minds) no matter what they’re refer- 
encing. Kearney has been commissioned to write ekphrastic poetry (the 
transcription of a visual work of art) for three different museums; Cole is re- 
nowned for her poetry, visual art, and translation; Rankine’s latest book, 
Don't Let Me Be Lonely, blends poetry, essays, and image to explore frag- 
mented selfhood. It’s a recipe for a Small Press Traffic special, wherein the 
audience breaches the line between observation and participation. One 
can't help but question, profoundly, what is going on and to what extent it 
reflects the fundamental nature of being. 

Small Press Traffic: Kearney, Rankine, and Cole starts at 5:30 p.m. at 
Artists Television Access, 992 Valencia St., S.E Admission is $6-$10; call 
551-9278 or visit smallpresstraffic.org. Evan Karp 
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REVISITING FRONTIERS 


The San Francisco Ballet kicks off Triple-Bill, its first mixed-bill program of 
the year, with a selection of works by three top choreographers, including 
Tears, a world premiere from Val Caniparoli, a former dancer and current prin- 
cipal character actor for the ballet. Caniparoli’s name may also be familiar from 
one of his previous works, Ibsen's House, a moody story complete with deca- 
dent sets and costumes that could have been pulled straight from Downton Ab- 
bey. From Foreign Lands, by current artist-in-residence for the American Ballet 
Theater and former director of Moscow’s Bolshoi Ballet, Alexei Ratmansky, re- 
turns for its encore performance. Choreographed for the company and first 
performed at the War Memorial Opera House last year, From Foreign Lands will 
repeat along with Borderlands, a fast-paced and brainy ballet by Royal Ballet of 
London’s resident choreographer Wayne McGregor. It’s the San Francisco Bal- 
let — you really can’t go wrong here. But do yourself a favor and check the cast- 
ing for Sofiane Sylve before purchasing tickets. She’s the Beyoncé of ballet; half 


woman and half beast. 


San Francisco Ballet presents Program 2: Triple-Bill at 8 p.m. and 
continues through March 1 at the War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van 
Ness Ave., S.F. Tickets are $22-$327; call 865-2000 or visit sfballet.org. 


Laura Jaye Cramer 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. To Build & Be Built: 
Kibbutz History: A look back at the birth and evolu- 
tion of Israel's utopian communes. Mondays, Tues- 
days, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through July 1. 
Jason Lazarus: Live Archive: Includes an installation 
of found/donated photographs, re-created signs 
from the Occupy Movement, live piano rehearsals, 
and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 23. Arthur Szyk and the Art 
of the Haggadah: Exhibit featuring all 48 paintings 
created by the illustrator and political cartoonist 
for his Nazi-era interpretation of this definitive 
Jewish text. Szyk's Haggadah is considered one of 
the most illuminating and artistic ever created, his 
illustrations conveying the epic scope of suffering, 
escape, and determination central to the Haggadah's 
telling and retelling. Starting Feb. 13. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 29. Frog and Toad and the World of Arnold 
Lobel: A celebration of the children’s book author 
and illustrator featuring over 100 original drawings 
and works on paper. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days-Sundays. Continues through March 23. Black 
Sabbath: The Secret Musical History of Black-Jewish 
Relations: An interactive exhibit featuring music 
and video recordings that illustrate the cultural 
influences shared by Jews and African-Americans 
alike, including performances in such genres as jazz, 
soul, showtunes, and more. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays-Sundays. Drop-In Art Making: Weekly 
art workshops for kids and families. Sundays, 1-3 
p.m. free with museum admission. 736 Mission, 
S.F., 655-7800, www.thecjm.org. 

de Young Museum. The Bay Bridge: A Work in Progress, 
1934-1936: Photographic documentation of the orig- 
inal Bay Bridge under construction. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through June 1. The Art of Bulgari: La 
Dolce Vita & Beyond 1950-1990: The jewelry maker 
merits an appropriately deluxe exhibit featuring 
over 150 lustrous works from the latter half of the 
20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 17. Shaping Abstraction: Works by American 
abstractionists from the early-to-middle part of the 
20th century. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 4. Friday Nights at the de Young: An art-focused 
happy hour, with special performances and hands-on 
activities plus cheap admission. Fridays, 5 p.m. 
Free-. Modern Nature: Georgia O'Keefe and Lake 
George: Though O'Keefe is closely associated with 
New Mexico — where she lived on and off for 50 
years — this exhibit showcases 55 works from her 
time at Alfred Stieglitz’s property in upstate New 
York. Starting Feb. 15. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 11. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, S.F., 
750-3600, www.deyoungmuseum.org. 

Exploratorium. Jeppe Heim’s Long Modified Benches: 
Sculptural seating by ‘experiential artist” Hein 
allows resting pedestrians to interact in different 
ways. Through April 1. Tactile Dome: One of the 
Exploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black 
maze designed to heighten one’s awareness of 
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the sense of touch — reopens at the new location 
after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12- 
$15 (in addition to regular museum admission). 
Permanent Galleries: The family science museum's 
gigantic new complex is split into six separate 
gallery sections that focus on human behavior, 
senses & perception, biology, the environment, 
and much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. Tues- 
days-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Resonance: Unheard 
Sounds, Undiscovered Music: Pianist/composer 
Sarah Cahill hosts this bimonthly series of musical 
performances and live interviews. Second Thursday 
of every other month, 7 p.m. Soundscapes: A 
series of artist-created audio experiments and 
interactive sound installations. Tuesdays, Fridays. 
Continues through June 1. Saturday Cinema: 
Weekly thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts 
program. Saturdays. Free with museum admission. 
Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics 
via hands-on activities and demonstrations that 
explore physical phenomena like sound, color, 
temperature, etc. Third Thursday of every month, 
7 p.m.; Third Sunday of every month, 2 p.m. Pier 15, 
S.F., 528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Crosscurrents: 
Africa and Black Diasporas in Dialogue, 1960-1980: 
Exhibition illustrating the influence of multiple 
Black liberation art movements, including music, 
poetry, and film in addition to visual arts. Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through April 13. Right 
On!: Poetry on Film: Screening of the 1970 film 
featuring performances by the Original Last Poets 
(Gylan Kain, Felipe Luciano, and David Nelson). Thu., 
Feb. 13, 6:30 p.m. Free with museum admission. 
Artwords: Steven Anthony Jones of the Lorraine 
Hansberry Theatre presents a Black History Month 
performance of poetry and prose by Amiri Baraka, 
Gwendolyn Brooks, Franz Fanon, Nelson Mandela, 
Ishmael Reed, and more. Sat., Feb. 15, 2 p.m. free 
with museum admission. 685 Mission, S.F., 358-7200, 
www.moadsf.org. 

Pier 40. Tall Ships at Pier 40: The Lady Washington and 
Hawaiian Chieftain dock in San Francisco for public 
walk-on tours. Sat., Feb. 15, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.; Feb. 18-19, 
4-5 p.m. $3 requested donation. historicalseaport. 
org. Embarcadero at Townsend, S.F., N/A. 

Randall Museum. 32nd Annual San Francisco Middle 
School Science Fair: Display of over 200 science 
projects from S.F. middle school students. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 21. Free. 
Science Fair Fest: Showcase of projects from this 
year’s San Francisco Middle School Science Fair, 
plus hands-on science activities and small-scale 
experiments for all visitors. Sat., Feb. 15, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. free. Drop-In Family Ceramics Workshop: Each 
week the Randall offers drop-in pottery and ceram- 
ics workshops. Saturdays, 10:15 a.m. $6. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and parents can 


participate in artistic activities that illuminate some 
aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $4. Meet 
the Animals: Live presentations about the animals 
who live at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 
Museum, S.F., 554-9600, www.randallmuseum.org. 


PARADES 


Chinese New Year Parade: You won't find a night- 
time spectacle quite like this anywhere else 
in the country: with its lion dancers, acrobats, 
and 200-foot-long golden dragon, this is an on- 
ly-in-San-Francisco-Chinatown procession that 
draws throngs to Kearny Street every year. Sat., 
Feb. 15, 5:15-8 p.m., free, chineseparade.com. 
Portsmouth Square, Clay, S.F., 982-6353. 


TALKS 


A Long Bright Future: The Science of Longevity: The 
California Academy of Sciences presents Stanford's 
Laura Carstensen as she explains scientific methods 
of extending the human life span in conversation 
with Roy Eisenhardt. Tue., Feb. 18, 7:30 p.m., $25-$27. 
Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www. 
cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Ask a Scientist: Science of Beer: Zymurgists and 
yeast geeks, unite! At this free presentation, experts 
explain the chemistry behind your favorite brew’s 
evolution from lowly grains to godlike liquid of life. 
Wed., Feb. 12, 7 p.m., free. SOMA StrEat Food Park, 
428 lth St., S.F., www.somastreatfoodpark.com. 

B.J. Novak: The sitcom actor, comedian, and humor 
writer shares a conversation with Paul Lancour. 
Thu., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m., $27. Nourse Theatre, 275 
Hayes, S.F., 563-2463, www.cityarts.net/the-nourse. 

Live Law 3: Love and the Law: The Life of the Law 
podcast hosts Mark Leno, Therese Stewart, Hal 
Humphreys, Brittny Bottorff, James Lambden, 
and James Brosnahan for a night of stories about 
love and the legal system. Thu., Feb. 13, 5:30 p.m., 
$15-$20, lifeofthelaw.org/livelaw. Verdi Club, 2424 
Mariposa, S.F., 861-5048, www.verdiclub.net. 

P.J. O'Rourke: The conservative satirist weighs in on 
his generation — as described by his new book, The 
Baby Boom: How It Got That Way ... And It Wasn't My 
Fault ... And I'll Never Do It Again — in conversation 
with KGO Radio's Ronn Owens. Wed., Feb. 12, 6 p.m., 
$7-$20. Commonwealth Club, 595 Market, S.F., 597- 
6700, www.commonwealthclub.org. 

West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 
and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 
10 a.m., $15-$18, 664-9500, www.wcl.org. Multiple 
San Francisco Locations, multiple addresses,, S.F. 


THEATER 


2 by McPherson: Michael McGee takes the stage in 
two one-person plays by Conor McPherson — St. 
Nicholas (Friday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 2 p.m.) and The 
Good Thief (Saturday at 8 p.m.) — with Scott Paulin 
sitting in the director's chair. Feb. 14-16, $20-$30, 
2bymcpherson.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 
spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F., 421-4222, 
www.beachblanketbabylon.com. 

Can You Dig It? The ‘60s - Back Down East 14th: 
90-minute autobiographical solo show by Don Reed. 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through March 1, $25-$50, themarsh.org. The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Children Are Forever (All Sales Are Final!): Julia 
Jackson's solo show takes a comical look at the 
cash-for-kids adoption industry. Starting Feb. 14, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through March 
22, $15, juliajackson.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, 
S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

Fame - The Musical: Stage adaptation of the famous 
film by the Oakland School for the Arts theater 
department. Fri., Feb. 14, 7 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 15, 2 & 
7 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 16, 2 p.m., $15-$35, oakarts.org. 
Scottish Rite Theater, 1547 Lakeside, Oakland, 
925-798-1300, www.scottish-rite.org. 

Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon shakes his figurative fist 
at 21st century San Francisco culture in this fictional 
comic monologue directed by David Ford. Saturdays, 
8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through March 16, 
$25-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 
826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
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Lecture 


LIVELONG AND PROSPER 


One of the problems with extended longevity is physical aging: You think 
youd like to live longer, but only if you could stay young. You don’t want to 
just keep shrinking and Life-Alerting yourself along for an extra 50 years. 
You'd prefer to have more time to travel the world, perform one-act plays, and 
refine your Netflix queue with full physical comfort and sexual attractiveness. 
Good news: They’re working on that. Laura Carstensen is the founding di- 
rector of the Stanford Center of Longevity, and she’s helping change the topic 
of conversation from old age to long life. Be a part of that conversation when 
Carstensen speaks with Roy Eisenhardt about the current scientific research 
that’s helping to assuage the physical symptoms of aging as humans live lon- 
ger. Fuel your imagination with facts, then go home, get online, and try to 
find out how far in advance you can order day planners from the office supply 
store because you might be needing those things for a long time yet. 

City Arts and Lectures presents A Long Bright Future: The Science of 
Longevity with Laura Carstensen at 7:30 p.m. at the Nourse, 275 Hayes 
St., S.E Tickets are $27; call 392-4400 or visit cityarts.net. Emilie Mutert 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, www.sheltontheater.com. 

Full Spectrum Improvisation: Improv theater 
performances by Joya Cory, Craig Landry, Olivia 
Corson, Martin Robinson, and guests. Sun., Feb. 
16, 3 p.m., $12-825 sliding scale. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, S.F., www.stagewerx.org. 

Geezer: Geoff Hoyle’s solo tour-de-force transforms 
normally heavy themes — like aging, decline, and 
death — into comedy. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 
5 p.m. Continues through March 1, $25-$50. The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704- 
8291, www.themarsh.org. 

Gidion’s Knot: Bay Area premiere of the new Johnna 
Adams play that casts a dramatic eye on school 
bullies and their parents. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through March 2, $32-$60. Aurora Theatre 
Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 510-843-4822, 
www.auroratheatre.org. 

Hir: Playwright Taylor Mac (The Lily's Revenge) 
continues his interest in issues of sex and sexuality 
with his latest work, in which a character creates a 
third gender: the “hir” of the title. Through Feb. 16; 
Through Feb. 23, $20-$55, magictheatre.org/. Magic 
Theatre, Fort Mason, Bldg. D, Marina & Buchanan, 
S.F., 441-8822, www.magictheatre.org. 

The House That Will Not Stand: Berkeley Rep 
and Yale Rep co-produce the world premiere of 
Marcus Gardley’s story about free women of color 
in pre-Civil War New Orleans. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 16, $29-$59. Berkeley 


WED 2/19 


Literature 


Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Indian Summer: Charles Johnson's new come- 
dy-drama set in the Jim Crow Deep South. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through March 
1, $15-$50, wehavemet.org. Exit Stage Left, 156 
Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www.sffringe.org. 

Jerusalem: Jez Butterworth's drama unfolds over 
three epic hours, with Brian Dykstra starring as 
an aging British squatter who struggles to hold on 
to his own small corner of a rapidly encroaching 
world. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
8, $20-$100. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
S.F., 677-9596, www.sfplayhouse.org. 

Li'l Abner: Youth musical theater production by the 
San Francisco Arts Education Players. Starting Feb. 
15, Fridays-Sundays. Continues through March 2, 
$15-$25, cityboxoffice.com. Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, www.theeurekatheatre. 
com. 

Lovebirds: Marga Gomez solo performance directed 
by David Schweizer. Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through March 15, 
$15-$100, margagomez.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

Man in a Case: Mikhail Baryshnikov stars in this Big 
Dance Theater production that adapts two Anton 
Chekhov stories into a mix of movement and 
drama. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 16, $45-$125, bigdancetheater.org. Berkeley 
Repertory’s Roda Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-647-2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 


LAUGHTER, THE BEST MEDICINE 


Beloved Austin raconteur Owen Egerton has been wooed by big players in 
Los Angeles: He’s done screenplays for Fox, Warner, and Disney; the WB is 
currently developing his novel The Book of Harold into a show about a subur- 
ban messiah. The man, however, has resisted the glitz and pyrite, always re- 
turning to Austin with much hilarity. Those of us outside the city limits 
have sucked up entries on Salon or The Huffington Post — a reminiscence on 
the Egerton family tradition of gifting porn at Christmastime (Playboy for 
the youngest, Penthouse for the middle son, Hustler for the eldest!) was par- 
ticularly charming — but we’ve been eager for a new collection of short fic- 
tion. How Best to Avoid Dying delivers typically offbeat Egerton fueled by art 
and faith, or the lack thereof: A risen Lazarus, still alive, tries not to make it 
in NYC; a famous fecal author shits himself into a state of nirvana as Nor- 
man Mailer gently weeps; Christian camp counselors strive to gain converts 
by snuffing it. As always, Egerton somehow straddles irreverence and deep 
regard, splitting our sides in the interim. 

Owen Egerton appears at 7:30 p.m. at Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., 
S.F. Free; call 863-8688 or visit booksmith.com. Silke Tudor 
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artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, $7. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, 
www.themarsh.org. 

Monologos de la Vagina: Manuel Mendoza directs 
this Spanish-language adaptation of Eve Ensler’s 
feminist play. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 15, 5 & 
8 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 16, 2 p.m., $35-$45. Brava Theater 
Center, 2781 24th St., S.F., 641-7657, www.brava.org. 

Napoli!: Marco Barricelli and Seana McKenna star in 
a new translation of Eduardo De Filippo’s Italian 
WWII comedy, Napoli Milionaria. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 9, $20-$120. American 
Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, S.F., 749- 
2228, www.act-sf.org/site/PageServer. 

Ninth Annual Global Age Project: ATC presents free 
staged readings of the prize-winning works from 
this year’s Global Age Project playwriting festival: 
#therevolution by Kristoffer Diaz (Feb. 10), Tech- 
nicolor Life by Jami Brandli (Feb. 17), Sagittarius 
Ponderosa by M.J. Kaufman (Feb. 24), and Welcome 
Home by Stephen Brown (March 3). Mondays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through March 3, free/donation. 
Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. 

The Oy of Sex: Love addiction is a laughing matter 
in this solo theater show (intended for ages 17+) 
written and performed by stand-up comedian Alicia 
Dattner. Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues through Feb. 
22,$20-$100, aliciadattner.com. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Pain and the Itch: Dale Albright directs the Bay 
Area premiere of this 2004 social satire by Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright Bruce Norris (Clybourne 
Park). Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 7 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 16, $15-$35. The Custom 
Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough St., S.F., 798-2682, 
www.custommade.org. 

The Paris Letter: George Maguire directs the Bay 
Area premiere of this Jon Robin Baitz drama 
about a closeted Wall Street investment banker. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 2 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 23, $25-$45. New Conser- 
vatory Theatre Center, 25 Van Ness, S.F., 861-8972, 
www.nctcsf.org. 


VALENTI 
alae 


98.1 KISS FM Valentine's Super Love Jam: Featuring 
performances by Midnight Star; Rose Royce; The 
Chi-Lites; Heatwave; Blue Magic; The Moments; 
El Chicano; Tierra; and Sly, Slick, and Wicked. 
Fri., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., $28.50-$49.75 advance, 
www.98ikissfm.com. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa 
Clara St., San Jose, 408-287-9200, www.sapcen- 
teratsanjose.com. 

Amore Valentine's Dinner Cruise: Feb. 14-15, 7 p.m., 
$100+. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 788-8866, 
www.hornblower.com. 

Angi Brzycki: Love Letter: If you weren't on the receiv- 
ing end of any of the love letters Angi Brzycki typed 
anonymously — and then surreptitiously inserted 
into random copies of the SF Weekly over the past 
year — this combination art show and book release 
party gives you a chance to read some sweet words 
of affection on Valentine's Day. Fri., Feb. 14, 6 p.m., 
free. Adobe Books, 3130 24th St., S.F., 864-3936. 

Anti-Valentine’s Day ‘80s Power Ballad Sing-Along: 
SF IndieFest invites you to sing along with the best/ 
worst hair-metal music videos of the 1980s. Fri., Feb. 
14,9 p.m., sfindie.com. Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., 
S.F., 863-1087, www.roxie.com. 

Aphrodite's Premier Valentine's Cruise: Feb. 14-15, 
7:30 p.m., $160+. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 
788-8866, www.hornblower.com. 

As You Like It: A Special Valentine's Love Affair: 
With music by Slow Hands, Worst Friends, Bells 
& Whistles, and Dao & Pwny. Fri., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., 
$10-$20, ayli-sf.com. BeatBox, 314 1ith St., S.F., 
500-2675, www.beatboxsf.com. 

Bass Cabaret: Bonnie & Clyde's Valentine: With 
music by Lafa Taylor, VibeSquaD, Jocelyn, and more. 
Sat., Feb. 15, 10 p.m., $22 advance, facebook.com/ 
BassCabaret. Mighty, 119 Utah, S.F., 762-0151, www. 
mighty119.com. 
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The Pornographer’s Daughter: Liberty Bradford 
Mitchell recalls growing up with the Mitchell Broth- 
ers’ pornographic dynasty, and the circumstances 
surrounding her father Artie’s death, in her new 
solo show. Wednesdays-Sundays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 16, $32, pdtheplay.com. Z Below, 470 
Florida St.,, S.F. 

R. Buckminster Fuller: The History (and Mystery) of 
the Universe: Ron Campbell stars as inspirational 
visionary “Bucky” Fuller in this cerebral multimedia 
production. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 23, $29-$74. San Jose Repertory Theatre, 101 
Paseo de San Antonio, San Jose, 408-367-7255, 
www.sjrep.com. 

Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub's Stuart Bousel 
and Megan Cohen host this “writing sprint” where 
hastily penned thematic monologues get performed 
before the ink even gets a chance to dry. Third 
Saturday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit 
Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 673-3847, www.theexit.org. 

The Scion: Brian Copeland’s solo show explores the 
roles of class, privilege, and government regulation 
in modern society — but does it with a knack for 
injecting humor into even the most serious topics. 
Thursdays, Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Contin- 
ues through March 1, $15-S60. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, S.F., 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. 

The Speakeasy: World premiere of the Boxcar The- 
atre’s new “immersive” theatrical production in 
which attendees can move freely among multiple 
rooms while a large troupe of actors and musicians 
recreate dramatic scenes set in a Prohibition-era 
club/casino. In keeping with the speakeasy theme, 
the performance location is kept undisclosed until 
the day of the show. Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Continues through March 15, $60-$90+, thespeak- 
easysf.com. Boxcar Playhouse, 505 Natoma, S.F., 
176-1747, www.boxcartheatre.org. 

Ubu Roi: Cutting Ball Theater's Rob Melrose, the Bay 
Area's most prolific translator of experimental 
classics, updates Alfred Jarry’s vile and grotesque 
original script by setting it in an affluent American 
kitchen. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Feb. 23, $10-$50, cuttingball.com. Exit Theatre on 
Taylor, 277 Taylor, S.F., 673-3847, www.sffringe.org. 


DAY 
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Bossa Nova Valentine: With Claudia Villela & Harvey 
Wainapel (playing Stan Getz's Getz/Gilberto). Fri., 
Feb. 14, 7 & 8:30 p.m., sold out. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, S.F., 866-920-5299, www.sfjazz.org. 

Romeo and Juliet: Filmed version of the Broadway 
drama starring Orlando Bloom and Condola Ra- 
shad. Thu., Feb. 13, 7 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 16, 11 a.m. 
Clay Theatre, 2261 Fillmore, S.F., 267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/Market/SanFrancisco/ 
SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Crave NightLife: Valentine's Day and S.F. Beer Week 
coincide for a night of microbrews, scientific pre- 
sentations about love and lust, sweet soul music 
(courtesy of Motown on Mondays), and more. Thu., 
Feb. 13, 6-10 p.m., $10-$12. California Academy of 
Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, S.F., 379-8000, www. 
calacademy.org. 

Cupid’s Champagne Brunch Cruise: Feb. 15-16, 11:30 
a.m., $74+. Hornblower Cruises, Pier 3, S.F., 788- 
8866, www.hornblower.com. 

Dark Shadows: Vampire Valentine: With DJs Daniel 
Skellington, Melting Girl, Unit 77, and Starr. Fri., Feb. 
14, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 before 10 p.m.), www.facebook. 
com/clubdarkshadows. Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, S.F., 
703-8964, www.sfcatclub.com. 

Date Dash 5K: Chain yourself to a loved one with fuzzy 
handcuffs — or, if you're single, just go solo — at this 
Valentine's Day fun run. Sat., Feb. 15, 10 a.m., $20- 
$25, picnicdash.com. The Sports Basement, 610 Old 
Mason, S.F., 437-0100, www.sportsbasement.com/ 
SS_web_Presidio.asp. 

Give Me Fiction: Romance: Wittiness and literature 
walk hand-in-hand when Sarah Griff, Carey Callahan, 
Matt Gubser, George Chen, Jennifer Dronsky, and 
Mimi Vilmenay present humorous short stories 
about wuv. Sun., Feb. 16, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Week- 
end Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www. 
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lostweekendvideo.com. 


With music by Tim Sweeney, Anthony Mansfield, 
and DJ M3. Fri., Feb. 14, 9:30 p.m., $8-$15. Monarch, 
101 Sixth St., S.F., 284-9774, www.monarchsf.com. 
Who says haunted houses are just for 
Halloween? Certainly not the radical queer provo- 
cateurs in the Feyboy Collective, who are staging 
a playful Valentine's Day spookfest at the CSC that 
aims to poke fun at “glorified societal notions of 
love.” Fri., Feb. 14. Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 
Mission, S.F., 902-2071, www.sexandculture.org. 
Improv comedians meet cute with 
audience members as Jill Bourque and her team 
of actors make up skits based on the audience's 
real-life dating stories. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $40-$55, 
howwefirstmet.com. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 
609 Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, www.marineclub.com/ 
theatre.php. 


No one makes a spectacle out of sex quite like 
the Hubba Hubba Revue, who puts the va-va- 
voom in your Valentine’s Day with performances 
by Lilly Tiger, Charlotte La Belle Araignée, Drea 
Dillinger, Donatella MeLies, Sylphie Currin, Jet 
Noir, Rizzo Rogue, Szandora LaVey, and many 
more. Fri., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $15-$30, hubbarevue. 
com. DNA Lounge, 375 1ith St., S.F., 626-1409, 
www.dnalounge.com. 

With music by The Fire 
Department, The Go Ahead, and SolGanix. Fri., 
Feb. 14, 8:30 p.m., $7-$10. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
S.F., 387-6455, www.milksf.com. 

The 
Jane Austen Society of North America invites you 
to “get your Jane on” with live re-enactments of 
love scenes in Austen's novels by the Bella Union 
Theatre Company, plus live music, era-appropriate 
food, and more. Sun., Feb. 16, 3:30 p.m., $10-$15, 
jasnanorcal.org. San Francisco Community Music 
Center, 544 Capp, S.F., 647-6015, www.sfcmc.org. 
With music by Kaytranada, 

Sango, Falcons, Starship Connec- 
tion, Iman Omari, Shift K3y, 
Insightful, Running in the 
Fog, and more. Fri., Feb. 
14, 10 p.m., $17.50 advance. 
1015 Folsom, 1015 Folsom, 
S.F., 431-1200, www.1015.com. 


Starring Jessica Fisher, Christopher 

M. Nelson, and G. Scott Lacy. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 

p.m., $25-$45, societycabaret.com. Hotel Rex, 562 
Sutter, S.F., 433-4434. 


Chamber music show featuring the debut 
performance of Phonochrome. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., 
free. San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, 
S.F., 864-7326, www.sfcm.edu. 

With 
music by Phutureprimitive, Jocelyn, Dulce Vita, 
Dutch, Neptune, Baron Von Spirit, and more. Fri., 
Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $15-$30, ClubExoticaPresents.com. 
Supperclub, S.F.,657 Harrison, S.F., 348-0900, www. 
supperclub.com. 

18+ Valentine's Day party 
with activities inspired by Disney's Main Street 
U.S.A., including old-time music, cocktails, food, 
and more. Fri., Feb. 14, 7-10 p.m., $15, waltdisney. 
org/animate-your-night. The Walt Disney Family 
Museum, 104 Montgomery, S.F., 345-6800, www. 
waltdisney.org. 

In case you 
forgot why it’s called a “crush,” Mortified’s annual 
Valentine's Day special will remind you of all your 
young heartbreak and shame as Andy Allen, Margot 
Leitman, Scott Lifton, and others recall their failed 
teenage escapades with that ole devil called Love. 
Thu., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m., $15-$21, getmortified. 
com. DNA Lounge, 375 1ith St., S.F., 626-1409, 
www.dnalounge.com. 

In this annual evisceration of 
cheap romantic cliches, author Thomas Roche 
invites local storytellers onstage to recount tales 
of love gone horribly wrong. Thu., Feb. 13, 8 p.m. 
Center for Sex & Culture, 1349 Mission, S.F., 902- 
2071, www.sexandculture.org. 

Soulful jazz crooner. 

Sat., Feb. 15, 8 p.m., $15-$25. Musically Minded 

Academy, 5776 Broadway, Oakland, 510-601-5700, 
www.musicallyminded.com. 

Valentine's Day cele- 

bration of The Color Purple with actress Margaret 


“Shug” Avery appearing live in person. Fri., Feb. 14, 
7:30 p.m., $11-$35. The Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, 
S.F., 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 
9:30 p.m., $12-$15. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, 
S.F., 673-8000, www.boomboomblues.com. 


Screenings of the short films Sisters in the Life and 
A Luv Tale. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $7-$12, sistahsinema. 
com. Artists’ Television Access, 992 Valencia, S.F., 
824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

26 photographers contributed over 450 
pictures to this 18+ erotic art exhibition that also 
includes fetish fashion shows and live performances. 
Fri., Feb. 14, 4-9 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 15, 1-9 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 
16, 12-5 p.m., $10 (free on Sunday), eroticartevents. 
com. SOMArts Cultural Center, 934 Brannan, S.F., 
863-1414, www.somarts.org. 

Valentine's Day 
concert with Supermule. Fri., Feb. 14, 8 p.m., $16-$18, 
shelbyashpresents.com. Freight & Salvage Coffee 
House, 2020 Addison, Berkeley, 510-548-7603, 
www.freightandsalvage.org. 

In honor of 
Charlie Brown's eternal crush on the Little Red- 
Haired Girl, redheads of all ages (and genders) get 
free museum admission on February 14. Fri., Feb. 
14, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Charles M. Schulz Museum, 2301 
Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-4452, www. 
schulzmuseum.org. 
With live music by Pride & Joy. 
Fri., Feb. 14, 8:30 p.m., $134+. Hornblower Cruises, 
Pier 3, S.F., 788-8866, www.hornblower.com. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 9 p.m., $10-$20, aykutevents.com. 
W, S.F., 181 Third St., S.F., 777-5300, www.starwood- 
hotels.com/whotels. 


Includes bottle of Moét & Chandon Rosé, six-course 
meal, and a rose “for lady guests.” Fri., Feb. 14, 
7:30 p.m., $495 per couple. Top of the Mark, 
One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F., 616-6916, 
www.intercontinentalmarkhopkins.com. 


A night of gay love stories and 
erotica featuring readings by Lewis 
DeSimone, Felice Picano, and Rob 
Rosen. Thu., Feb. 13, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Books Inc./Castro, 2275 Market, S.F., 
864-6777, www.booksinc.net. 

Ticket includes a 
table for two, bottle of champagne, and music by 
DJ Dave Gillis. Feb. 14-15, 7 p.m.-1.a.m., $100. Harry 
Denton’s Starlight Room, 450 Powell, S.F., 395-8595, 
www.harrydenton.com. 

Asimulated mission to 
Mars that (perhaps against NASA's better judgment) 
includes beer, wine, music, and food in addition 
to the hands-on scientific activities. Fri., Feb. 14, 
9:15 p.m., $45. Chabot Space & Science Center, 
10000 Skyline, Oakland, 510-336-7300, www. 
chabotspace.org. 
Fri., Feb. 14, 
5-7 p.m., $40. San Francisco Botanical Garden, 
Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, www.sfbo- 
tanicalgarden.org. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m., $10. Savanna Jazz 
Club, 2937 Mission, S.F., 285-3369, www.savan- 
najazz.com. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 7-9 p.m., $20. San Francisco Botanical 
Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., S.F., 564-3239, www. 
sfbotanicalgarden.org. 


Hosted by Tommy P. Fri., Feb. 14, 
7 p.m. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, S.F., 831-5620, 
www.bazaarcafe.com. 
Three-hour cruise aboard 
the Derek M. Baylis. Fri., Feb. 14, 4 p.m., $180. Pier 
40, Embarcadero at Townsend,, S.F. 


Fri., Feb. 14, 
9 p.m., $12. Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, S.F., 861-2011, 
www.rickshawstop.com. 
Comedy skits by BATS 
Improv for people in (or out of) love. Fri., Feb. 14, 
8 p.m., $17-$20. Bayfront Theater, 16 Marina, S.F., 
474-6776. 
Feb. 14-15, 
8 & 10 p.m., $24-$49. Yoshi's, S.F., 1330 Fillmore, 
S.F., 655-5600, www.yoshis.com. 
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Dressed for Revolt 





A photographer's Moroccan portraits reinstate women at the forefront of the Arab Spring. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


For followers of women’s 
rights in the Arab world, the headlines 
of the past few months have been bit- 
terly disappointing. “Women Among 
the Biggest Losers in Arab Spring,’ an- 
nounced one recent news story, while 
another shouted, “Why does the world 
ignore violence against Arab women in 
public spaces?” The question is vexing 
because of the prominent role that 
women played in the Arab Spring revo- 
lutions that transformed the Middle 
East. Lalla Essaydi sees those headlines 
and recoils, but as a prominent artist 
from the Arab world who now lives in 
the United States, she can make photos 
that seem an emphatic antidote to the 
news from Egypt, Tunisia, and Yemen. 

The women in Essaydi’s panoramas 
are safe and well-off. No men are ever 
seen. No violence is ever apparent. 
But in Essaydi’s newest work, on 
display at San Francisco’s Jenkins 
Johnson Gallery, bullet casings are 
everywhere. On the walls. On the 
beds. Even in the clothing the women 
wear. At first glance, the shells resem- 
ble gold and bronze jewels that form 
beautiful, glistening sheaths. But of 
course, the shells were made to be 
fired, to kill. On these women, the 
shells become a metaphor for an odd 
new reality in Arab countries. 

“Women have been at the fore- 
front of the uprising in the Arab 
world, and we thought and were re- 
ally happy that roles were starting to 
change for women, but unfortunately, 
no one was expecting the more con- 
servative governments to take over in 
most of these Arab areas, and women 
have been subordinated anew,’ Es- 
saydi says in a phone interview from 
New York. “For me and other Arab 
women, it’s very frightening. So my 
only way of helping is to show a little 
bit of that fear. And to show the role 
these women are in right now. It’s 
frustrating, because I can’t do more 
than what I’m doing.” 

Essaydi’s two new photo series, 
“Bullets Revisited” and “Harem Re- 
visited,” are named after earlier series 
that also dissected the role of women 
in Arab society. Like those series, 
Essaydi's new images were photo- 
graphed in Morocco, where Essaydi 
grew up. And like those earlier series, 
Essaydi's new series have models pos- 
ing with illegible, faux-Islamic callig- 
raphy on their faces, arms, and feet. 
When Essaydi first started creating 
her women-oriented photographs 14 
years ago, she used her parents’ home 
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Bullets Revisited #3 (top) and 
Bullets Revisited #15 illustrate 
Lalla Essaydi’s newest medium: 
ammunition. 


in Marrakech, the Moroccan city of 
medieval houses and narrow byways, 
for the shoots. But she didn't tell her 
parents. In those days, her project 
was a secret, and during the night- 
time shoots she'd cover the windows 
to keep the photographic light from 
seeping out. Portraying Arab women 
with Islamic writing on their skin 
(faux or not) might be deemed hereti- 
cal in conservative Arab circles, and 
Essaydi was afraid her images would 
get the models in trouble and put her 
family at risk — even though Essaydi 
says her images are a corrective to 
stereotypes that have plagued Arab 
women for centuries. 

Essaydi’s “Harem” series, for 
example, plays with the motifs 
prevalent in European paintings of 
the 18th and 19th centuries that de- 
picted young Muslim women either 
semi-clad or completely nude, seem- 
ingly ready for sex. The word “harem” 
still conjures up images of conditions 
akin to a brothel, where young Mus- 
lim women are at the beck and call of 
their male masters. The reality, says 
Essaydi, who was born into a harem 
(her dad had four wives), is that the 
conditions are often “normal” for 
women, who — in their private set- 
tings — are busy working or trying 
to relax with their children and other 
family members. The women in Es- 
saydi’s “Harem” photos resemble the 
young women of Essaydi’s youth in 
Marrakech. By showing them with 
invented calligraphy on their skin, 
and by putting them in the same 
kind of grand interiors as those 
found in the Orientalist depictions 
of painters like Adrien Henri Tanoux 
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and Jean-Léon Géréme, Essaydi 
takes back motifs that have been 
appropriated by non-Arab artists. 
Essaydi’s work can be seen on one 
level as a kind of artistic de-colo- 
nizing. Even in 2014, Essaydi still 
encounters educated people — even 
academics — who have outdated 
notions of women’s lives in Arab 
countries and what goes on behind 
closed doors. 








Photographs courtesy of Jenkins Johnson Gallery 


“For me, ‘harem’ means ‘house- 
hold, just a large household,” says Es- 
saydi, who also lived in Saudi Arabia 
as a child and is now in her late 50s. 
“Until my generation, women didn’t 
go out, so most of their lives were be- 
hind walls. All of their life happened 
inside. My father was married to four 
women. Islam gives them that right. 
And each wife has children. We were 
a group of children, with 11 siblings. 


It’s just a large family. The name 
‘harem’ comes from the place where 
male strangers are not allowed inside. 
For other families, it’s just one couple 
and a few children, and it’s still called 
‘harem.’ ‘Harem’ means a family 
home that’s private. It’s a household 
with children being sick and mothers 
working and doing chores.” 

Essaydi, who has an MFA from 
the School of the Museum of Fine 
Arts at Tufts University, is one of a 
spate of women visual artists with 
roots in Arab or Muslim countries 
who ve emerged in the past 20 years. 
Shirin Neshat, the filmmaker and 
photographer who was raised in Iran 
and now lives in New York, may be 
the best-known of this emergent 
class. The Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston, featured the work of Neshat, 
Essaydi, and 10 other female pho- 
tographers in a major exhibit that 
ended last month, “She Who Tells a 
Story: Women Photographers From 
Iran and the Arab World.” Among 
other artists of note in that exhibit: 
Rania Matar, a Lebanese-American 
who portrays young Lebanese wom- 
en at home in their bedrooms; and 
Boushra Almutawakel, a Yemeni 
whose “Hijab/Veil” series spotlights 
the way Muslim women cover their 
hair or faces in public. 

The women in Essaydi’s images 
are a mix, with many openly display- 
ing their hair and others keeping it 
wrapped under scarves. The “Bullet” 
photos are unnerving because they 
draw you in with their surface beauty 
before revealing themselves to be 
intense and troubling. That intensity 
is magnified when Essaydi reveals 
the lengths to which she orchestrated 
the photos. In Morocco, it’s illegal for 
unlicensed gun owners to buy bullets 
in stores, and she needed thousands 
of bullets for her series. Essaydi had to 
get many of the casings in the United 
States, from firing ranges. She and her 
assistants then cut them, made holes 
in them, and weaved them into bigger 
pieces that Essaydi took with her to 
Morocco. Orchestrating the new se- 
ries for more than a year, and taking 
in the aftermath of the Arab revolu- 
tions, has changed Essaydi, 
she admits. 

“Tm not really a militant,” says 
Essaydi, whose new work has been 
exhibited at art fairs in Arab coun- 
tries. “I’m an artist. The poetry in art 
is very important to me. I never used 
a very provocative visual tableau un- 
til this time. This is the most openly 
political statement. In my work, you 
usually have to read between the 
lines. But this work is much more 
open. You see vocabulary that’s used 
with violence, and violence projected 
onto women, and it’s quite clear what 
I’m trying to say.” 


Lalla Essaydi: “New Beauty” 


Through March 29 at Jenkins 
Johnson Gallery, 464 Sutter St., S.F. 
Admission is free; call677-0770 or 
visit jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 
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24 Photographers — 450 Erotic Photos 
3 Fashion Shows and Pole Dancing — Fri. & Sat. Evenings 


February 14-16 
Fri: 4-9, Sat 1-9, Sun 12-5 Admission: $10 — Free on Sunday — 18+ 


SOMArts Cultural Center 
934 Brannan (bet. 8" & 9'") SF 
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Inside the absurdity of Hollywood filmmaking 


Hlenry Cruz discovered something far more pri sttound . . 
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THE WHORE NEXT DOOR 


6 Things I've Learned 
from Sex (Work) 


By Siouxsie Q 


1. Eyes are an erogenous zone. 
Whether I’m gazing up at a stripper 
while she defies gravity on the pole 
or furtively searching porn tube sites 
for the perfect money shot, watching 
sex is exciting. Anyone who's gotten 
it on next to a mirror knows that 
being able to perv out on your 
partner (and, if we're being 
honest, yourself) from a 
couple different angles 
is awesome. Critics of 
pornography often 
claim that porn 
ruins people’s 

sex lives by giving 
them unrealistic ex- 
pectations of sex. But 
both watching porn and 
acting in it have taught me 

that the visual element of sex is 

just as important as the physical el- 
ement. For me, sex is so much better 
with the lights on and my eyes open. 
Why wouldn't I want to watch? It’s 
like free porn. 


2. Just bring extra lube; it’s never 
a bad decision. 

Lube makes everything look better, 
feel better, and work better. A dab of 
lube inside a condom will change 
your life. Lube is to sex what bacon is 
to food: you can and should put it on 
everything. 


3. Always bring a snack. 

Sex work makes me hungry. “Han- 
gry is aterm used to describe the 
moment at the end of the session af- 
ter my client has left when I franti- 
cally dig through my purse in search 
of a stray almond or Altoid to satiate 
my blood sugar crash until I can 
change the sheets and make a beeline 
to Ike’s for a sandwich. When I only 
find condoms and small lube packets 
in my purse, an illogical rage accom- 
panies this hunger and, like The 
Hulk, Iam not responsible for my ac- 
tions once this rage has overtaken 
me. Thus the term “hangry.” Always 
bring a snack. Always. 


4. How to look like a million bucks, 
for 20 bucks. 

Vintage lingerie on Haight Street, 
dollar lip gloss from the variety 
shops on Clement Street, discount 
high heels from Shiekh on Market 
Street: San Francisco offers a trea- 
sure map of thrifty options for the 
frugal floozy. My personal favorite 







spot is New York Apparel in the Up- 
per Haight, which carries everything 
from Lucite stripper heels to pleather 
riding crops. The folks who work 
there don’t bat an eye when you ask 
where the crotchless panties are, and 
they even offer a discount to folks 
who work in the industry. 


5. Always trust 
your gut. 
I take many precautions 
on how I screen clients 
in order to stay safe. 
However, my sex 
worker Spidey 
sense is the 
A system I trust 
KG the most. If [havea 
weird feeling about a 
ef person or a situation, I’ve 
oh learned to listen to that 


a 
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a above all other things. I’ve 
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been fortunate enough to have 
never encountered violence on the 
job, but every time I’ve ignored that 
funny feeling in my gut, I’ve ended 
up wishing I had listened to it. 


6. Sex is weird. 

Long before 50 Shades of Grey lined 
the shelves of every airport book- 
store, I really thought there was 
something wrong with me. I was in- 
terested in sex that involved power 
and control, elaborate role-playing, 
bondage, and discipline. Then I 
moved to San Francisco, started do- 
ing sex work, and learned that in this 
city I was just a normal kinky 
24-year-old. I met others like myself, 
and others still who had fetishes that 
far exceeded even my weirdest fanta- 
sies. As sexual beings, humans are 
hilarious. We make funny faces when 
we are at the heights of pleasure, we 
act like fools to impress the objects of 
our desire, and we sometimes fixate 
on things like nylons, diapers, or 
Klingon rituals when we get off. In 
my short three years in the sex in- 
dustry, I’ve encountered a cornuco- 
pia of sexual perversions and come 
to the conclusion that no matter how 
kinky or vanilla we claim to be, we’re 
all just a little bit ridiculous when it 
comes to sex. There truly is no nor- 
mal. It’s comforting to know that no 
matter how weird my sex life gets, 
there’s someone out there (perhaps 
even my next door neighbor) who 
likes something even weirder than 
Ido. 


SiouxsieQ@SFWeekly.com 
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Colin Farrell and Jessica Brown 
Findlay ride a horse that also 

flies, because romance. 


Winter’s Tale 
Rated PG-13. Opens Friday 
at AMC Van Ness. 
A magic-realist love story that flitters 
about in increasingly arbitrary direc- 
tions, Winter’s Tale blathers on and on 
about the interconnectedness of life in 
a way that would embarrass even its 
kindred era-hopping spirit, Cloud At- 
las. In 1916 New York City, Irish thief 
Peter Lake (Colin Farrell) meets and 
immediately falls for consump- 
tion-ravaged young beauty Beverly 
(Jessica Brown Findlay), whom he en- 
deavors to save from death — a ro- 
mantic “miracle” that’s opposed by 
Peter's former employer, crime boss 
and literal demon Pearly (Russell 
Crowe), who works as a minion of ear- 
ring-wearing Lucifer (Will Smith). Pe- 
ter and Beverly exist in a fairy tale 
version of Manhattan full of supernat- 
ural creatures and enchanted twin- 
kling jewels, but screenwriter and 
first-time director Akiva Goldsman — 
adapting Mark Helprin’s 1983 novel 
— fails to establish the basic rules gov- 
erning this universe, which means 
that internal logic is never established 
and every new fantastic element and 
flight of angels-and-devils whimsy 
seems haphazard and absurd. Golds- 
man shoots and scores every moment 
for maximum import, and his cast fol- 
lows suit by overacting with relish. 
Moreover, his script’s overwrought 
pronouncements of love, destiny, and 
hope turn the proceedings laughable 
even before the action jumps forward 
to the present day, where an ageless 
Peter finds that his true destiny is sav- 
ing the young cancer-stricken daugh- 
ter of a reporter (Jennifer Connelly) 
—atask that involves the film’s signa- 
ture ridiculous sight of Farrell flying 
high astride his own personal Pegasus. 


Nick Schager 


Like Father, Like Son 
Not rated. Opens Friday 
at the Opera Plaza. 
Hirokazu Kore-Eda’s moving Like Fa- 
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ther, Like Son presents an impossible 
conundrum: wealthy, Type-A busi- 
nessman Ryota (Masaharu 
Fukuyama) and his wife, Midori 
(Machiko Ono), discover that their 
6-year-old son Keita (Keita Ni- 
nomiya) is not biologically theirs, 
having been switched at the hospital 
with the son of Yudai (Riri Furanki) 
and Yukari (Y6ko Maki), a less afflu- 
ent, more earthy couple. (Why the 
switch happened isn’t really some- 
thing that needs to be explained, but 
Kore-Eda gives us an explanation 
anyway, via a shocking courtroom 
revelation.) Shopkeeper Yudai isn’t as 
ambitious and/or accomplished as 
Ryota, but he’s also a more loving fa- 
ther to Ryota’s biological son. Should 
they exchange children? As much as 
anything, Like Father, Like Sonisa 
look at the class system in Japan, a 
sort of genteel slobs vs. snobs comedy 
that doesn’t really judge either side. 
While it focuses primarily on Ryota’s 
seldom-externalized internal con- 
flicts, it’s also one of the rare “fathers 
and sons have issues” movies in re- 
cent memory that doesn’t entirely 
sideline the female characters. Ko- 
re-Eda’s direction emphasizes DNA- 
like spirals — including a POV drive 
through twisty Japanese freeways 
that evokes the infamous “flight” 
scene in Andrei Tarkovsky’s identi- 
ty-puzzle Solaris. Like Father, Like Son 
also suggests that pretending to 
shoot each other is a popular family 
game in Japan. Whatever works. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Tim’s Vermeer 
Not Rated. Opens Friday 
at Landmark Embarcadero. 
The documentary category is rich 
with contenders this awards season, 
so it’s understandable if a film about a 
low-priority and admittedly insoluble 
17th-century mystery seems less ur- 
gent than some other rightly lauded 
fare. But Tim’s Vermeer, in whicha 
non-painter painstakingly replicates 
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a masterpiece just to test a theory 
about how the original was made, is 
one documentary not to miss. Being 
an inventor by trade, Tim Jenison 
barely knows how to hold a paint- 
brush, but he has a flair for solving 
problems. He’s the right man for the 
job of testing David Hockney’s hy- 
pothesis that the most famously pho- 
torealistic paintings made before the 
invention of photography were done 
using camera obscuras and portable 
mirrors. We watch as Jenison recon- 
structs every detail of the room in 
which Vermeer painted “The Music 
Lesson,’ then reproduces the painting 
itself. It takes hundreds of days, and 
the results are stunning. Odd, you 
may think, that a Penn & Teller film 
— Teller directed, Penn produced — 
seems so bent on revealing a great 
magician’s secrets, but their evident 
appreciation of Vermeer, and of Jeni- 
son for that matter, only affirms the 
revelatory power of pure curiosity. 
The film plays less like an extension 
of Penn & Teller’s own critical-inquiry 
cable show Bullshit! than like a re- 
fined long episode of Mythbusters; 
even still, this is no prosecutorial de- 
bunking, but rather an awed yet also 
clear-eyed tribute to aesthetic inge- 
nuity. Jonathan Kiefer 
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ONGOING 


The Lego Movie Phil Lord and Christopher Miller's 
The Lego Movie is exactly what its title promises, 
a kid-pleasing movie comprised of CGI renditions 
of the titular interlocking plastic bricks. The story 
is a self-aware riff on hero's journey and prophecy 
tropes: Emmet Brickowski (Parks and Recreation's 
Chris Pratt, who could make the National Union 
Catalog funny) is an ordinary guy in a Lego city 
who discovers that he’s destined to Save The 
World, along the way meeting characters already 
owned by parent company Time Warner (Will Arnett 
as Batman) and newly proprietary (Alison Brie as 
Uni-Kitty). The picture looks good, it has some yuks, 
and there are even early hints of an Idiocracy-style 
satire of a lowbrow culture — the most popular 
show on TV, Where Are My Pants?, is a PG version 
of Ow! My Balls! — but the overlong Lego Movie 
collapses in the third act, finally becoming an overt 
commercial for the toys while getting existential 
in a way that unfavorably parallels the Toy Story 
movies. Nor does it help that the screenwriters 
work out their daddy issues — what is this, 2013? 
— and the movie ends on a distastefully sexist joke. 
(Girls ruin everything!) Still, Chris Pratt gets to say, 
“Abraham Lincoln, you bring your space-chair right 


back here!” Classic Pratt. (SC) 

Gloria Fairly early on in Sebastian Lelio’s assured 
and absorbing film, we may catch a detail nicely 
observed but not overstressed: that the movie's 
late-middle-aged protagonist can’t bend quite as 
far as her younger yoga classmates, yet seems 
to exude a certain resiliency nonetheless. As 
excellently played by Paulina Garcia, her face often 
framed by big and significant-seeming Tootsie-style 
glasses, this Gloria gamely goes about the business 
of claiming her due from life. Obviously no longer a 
youngster but still very much a seeker of passion 


and purpose, she also makes rounds at faintly 
pitiable Santiago singles bars, eventually delving 
into the vicissitudes of falling for and coping with 
a suitor who doesn’t suit her (Sergio Hernandez). 
Lelio’s non-restrictively comedic scenario, scripted 
by him and Gonzalo Maza, makes a great space for 
Garcia's wholesale refusal of self-pity, which in 
turn prompts real dramatic resonance. This was 
Chile's bid for the foreign-language Oscar, but it 
didn't make the nomination cut, perhaps for failing 
to resolve itself as judgmental of or sentimental 
about its heroine. The idea that a lonely divorcee 
could also be a person of complexity and dignity 
does still seem threatening to some American 
movie decision-makers, but of course they're 
getting older and lonelier too. (JK) 

Labor Day Baking a peach pie is the key to a woman's 
heart — and a boy's coming-of-age — in Labor Day, 
a howlingly embarrassing misfire about a 1987 holi- 
day-weekend hostage crisis. Divorced New England 
shut-in Adele (Kate Winslet) and her son Henry 
(Gattlin Griffith) share a not-so-subtle Oedipal 
bond that’s complicated when the two, while out 
at the store, are confronted by Frank (Josh Brolin), 
who, having just escaped from a prison where he 
was serving an 18-year murder sentence, forces 
them to shelter him at their house. No sooner has 
Frank taken up residence than he’s fixing their car 
and doing their laundry, which turns on the des- 
perate-for-passion Adele and confuses Henry, who 
wants to be the man of the house, but is stymied 
by an early these-pants-don't-fit scene. Writer/ 
director Jason Reitman (Juno) directs everything 
with an exaggerated breathlessness that’s matched 
by his cast’s uniformly unconvincing, over-the-top 


performances. (NS) 

The Monuments Men Rousing history lessons don't 
come more cartoonish than The Monuments Men, 
a thoroughly stilted, atonal and all-around one-di- 
mensional Ocean's Eleven-style saga about the 
experts who joined the army during WWII to save 
the world’s art classics from the Nazis. Lurching 
awkwardly between flat comedy and over-the-top 
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bathos, all of it delivered with a self-satisfaction 
that's also found in its leading man's cocky grin, 
writer/director/star George Clooney's film finds 
professor Frank Stokes (Clooney) rescuing Rem- 
brandts, Cézannes, the Ghent Altarpiece, and 
the Madonna of Bruges, among countless other 
priceless works, from SS villains. He does this with 
the aid of a ragtag team comprised of Bill Murray, 
John Goodman, Jean Dujardin, Hugh Bonneville, 
Bob Balaban and Matt Damon — an illustrious cast 
whose characters possess not a single defining 
personality trait, save for their unimpeachable 
nobility and unwavering wittiness under fire. 
Despite repeatedly identifying the action’s time 
period and location, The Monuments Menroutinely 
forgets to elucidate what its featureless charac- 
ters are specifically doing, while it has Clooney's 
preternaturally poised hero incessantly expound 
upon art's — and the mission's — vital Importance. 
Equal parts superficially and structurally sloppy, 
it's a cheap knock-off of a genuinely inspiring 
real-life tale. (NS) 

Oscar-Nominated Documentary Shorts To ascribe 
a general theme to the Academy's chosen con- 
tenders for superlative short-form documentary, 
let's borrow a line from prelapsarian Woody Allen: 
“Human beings, wow.” Just a few degrees away 
from some wry Christopher Guest leg-pull, Jeffrey 
Karoff's commendably sincere Cavedigger profiles 
a self-taught New Mexico sculptor of underground 
architectural artworks. Says one friend/client, 
“When he has a shovel in his hand, he’s like a 
coke addict with piles of coke.” Quite. Other, more 
sober-minded films in this batch seek wisdom from 
re-examining violent confrontations. Respectfully 
gathering participants’ astonished camcorder 
footage and solemn recollections, Sara Ishaq's 
Karama Has No Walls chronicles Yemeni protesters 
joining the Arab Spring and incurring chaotic and 
deadly violence. Bay Area filmmaker Jason Cohen's 
Facing Fear smartly probes the happenstance 
reunion between a gay man, now a manager at 
the Museum of Tolerance, and the former neo- 
Nazi punk who beat him unconscious in an L.A. 
alley decades ago. Malcolm Clarke and Nicholas 
Reed's The Lady in Number 6: Music Saved My Life, 
a forgivably gauzy portrait of the world's oldest 
living Holocaust survivor, opens on her gnarled 
hands at the piano, bouncing through Bach with 
elegance and genuine feeling. As a girl, the now 
110-year-old Alice Herz-Sommer once played the 
piano for her mother's friend Franz Kafka; today 
she cites the “intellectual atmosphere” of one’s 
upbringing as crucially important and considers her 
life experience uniquely enriching. Taken together 
— along with the riveting additional nominee Prison 
Terminal: The Last Days of Private Jack Hall, about 
a dying elderly prison lifer and his fellow-inmate 
hospice workers, and premiering on HBO March 
31 — these docs do make clear what a peculiar 
little species ours is after all. (JK) 

Oscar Nominated Short Films 2014: Animation 
Hooray for cartoons! While there's a lot wrong 
with the Academy Awards — the glaring lack of an 
award for stunt performers, for example — at least 
they've always had a category for Best Cartoon, 
even if they got all self-conscious and changed it 
from Cartoon” to the more respectable-sounding 
“Animated Film” in the 1970s. Among the standouts 
of this year’s cartoons are Lauren MacMullan and 
Dorothy McKim's Get a Horse!, the semi-obligatory 
Disney offering and the first Mickey Mouse theatri- 
cal short since 1995. Continuing the studio's recent 
obsession with its glory days (cf. the Oscar-snubbed 
Saving Mr. Banks), Mickey steps off the screen of 
a faithfully-re-created 1928-style short into the 
real/CGI world, paying homage to Buster Keaton's 
Sherlock, Jr. in the process. Meanwhile, Laurent 
Witz and Alexandre Espigares’ Mr. Hublot takes 
Jacques Tati’s fears of a mechanized world to its 
logical extreme, as a clockwork man in a clockwork 
world opens his heart to a clockwork dog. Max 
Lang and Jan Lachauer’'s Room on the Broom's 
tale of a witch on a joyride with an increasing 
number of animal pals is mostly distinguished by 
Simon Pegg's exuberant narration, while Pixar's 
under-nominated The Blue Umbrellais a startlingly 
photorealistic story about lovestruck umbrellas ina 
rainy city, aided by a beautiful Jon Brion score. (SC) 

Oscar Nominated Short Films 2014: Live-Ac- 
tion Observable trends in this year’s batch of 
Oscar-nominated narrative shorts include child 
endangerment, as usual, tending away from 
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comedy, as usual, and being from countries other 
than the United States, which helps mitigate these 
familiar sentimental irritations. Also, weird to say 
it, but several of them are just too damn long. The 
shortest of the bunch also is the sweetest: From 
Finland, Do | Have to Take Care of Everything? 
cutely encourages a pushy young gal to wrangle 
her husband and kids through a big messy hurry 
for seven minutes, showing up fellow nominees 
whose vamping indulgences stretch them out to 
the awkward not-quite-feature length of around 
half an hour. Just Before Losing Everything, a 
French film about a woman taking her kids with 
her to work for refuge from an abusive husband, is 
decidedly less rushed. A hospital janitor befriends 
a dying boy in the tender-hearted Danish drama 
Helium, none of whose technically unimpeachable 
elements manage, alas, to be lighter than air. 
In That Wasn't Me, as harrowing events spur 
rapport between a Spanish social worker and an 
African child soldier, the filmmakers nicely expand 
their story's psychological scope, but also seem 
unfortunately distracted by similarly expanding 
their budget for action scenes. As extracted 
into 13 minutes from a David Mitchell novel, only 
The Voorman Problem, with Martin Freeman as a 
jailhouse shrink and Tom Hollander as an inmate 
with an eerily evidence-supported god complex, 
leaves us wanting more. (JK) 

Stranger by the Lake 2014 is shaping up to be a swell 
year for fans of explicit, foreign-language gay sex, 
as Alain Guiraudie's Stranger by the Lake vaults 
right over the man-on-man pole recently erected 
by Antonio Hens’ The Last Match. Handsome young 
Franck (Pierre Deladonchamps) spends his summer 
days cruising for hot anonymous action on the 
nude beach of a certain French lake. He meets the 
schlubby Henri (Patrick D'Assumcao), who's great 
for conversation, and the hunky Michel (Christophe 
Paou, a dead ringer for 1972 Mark Spitz), who's 
great for everything else. Unfortunately, as Franck 
witnesses, Michel also has a tendency fo kill his 
lovers... but if a hot piece of ass is also a murderer, 
does that really have to be a dealbreaker? In its 
methodical, languidly paced examination of a 
furtive aspect of gay life in a single setting, the 
picture is reminiscent of Jacques Nolot’s similarly 
observational Porn Theater, but with near-constant 
nudity and far more explicit sex. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), e-mail film@sfweekly.com. 


518 Valencia. 1th Annual Big Lebowski Party: Cos- 
tume party hosted by SF IndieFest, with the Coen 
Brothers’ cult comedy screening at midnight. Sat., 
Feb. 15, 8 p.m. $10. sfindie.com. 518 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 863-9977, www.518valencia.org. 

Artists’ Television Access. Sistah Sinema: A Queer 
Women of Color Valentine's: Screenings of the short 
films Sisters in the Life and A Luv Tale. Fri., Feb. 14, 
8 p.m. $7-$12. sistahsinema.com. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, www.atasite.org. 

The Castro Theatre. Purple Is the Warmest Color: 
Valentine's Day celebration of The Color Purple 
with actress Margaret “Shug” Avery appearing 
live in person. Fri., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m. $11-$35. Sing- 
Along Annie: Feb. 15-16, 1 p.m. $10-$16. 429 Castro, 
San Francisco, 621-6120, www.castrotheatre.com. 

City College of San Francisco. Let Freedom Sing: 
How Music Inspired the Civil Rights Movement: 
Documentary film screening in celebration of 
Black History Month, followed by a discussion led 
by CCSF’s Jessica Nelson-Lundy. Thu., Feb. 13, 1 
p.m. free. 50 Phelan, San Francisco, 239-3000, 
www.ccsf.edu. 

Clay Theatre. Stranger by the Lake: Award-winning 
gay erotic thriller from French director Alain 
Guiraudie. Daily. Romeo and Juliet: Filmed version 
of the Broadway drama starring Orlando Bloom 
and Condola Rashad. Thu., Feb. 13, 7 p.m.; Sun., 
Feb. 16, 11 a.m. Harold and Maude: Feb. 14-16, 11:59 
p.m. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/Market/SanFrancisco/ 
SanFrancisco_Frameset.htm. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Man of Steel: 
Hosts Sherilyn Connelly, Mike Spiegelman, and 
Tristan Buckner invite you to bring some kryptonite 
in preparation for the latest Superman reboot, Man 


of Steel. Sun., Feb. 16, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, www.darkroomsf.com. 

Davies Symphony Hall. S.F. Symphony: A Night at 
the Oscars: Constantine Kitsopoulos conducts the 
SFS as they play musical themes to accompany 
35mm screenings of scenes from Gone with the 
Wind, Ben-Hur, Citizen Kane, The Adventures of 
Robin Hood, The Wizard of 0z, and more. Sat., Feb. 
15, 8 p.m. $31-$146. 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-6000, www.sfsymphony.org. 

Embarcadero Center Cinema. The Oscar Nominated 
Short Films 2014: Be the smartest cinephile at 
your friends’ Academy Awards party by seeing all 
the nominees in the categories of Best Animated 
Short, Best Live Action Short, and more. Through 
Feb. 13. theoscarshorts.shorts.tv. 12 Years a Slave: 
Chiwetel Ejiofor, Michael Fassbender, Benedict 
Cumberbatch, and Brad Pitt star in director Steve 
McQueen's powerful drama set in antebellum 
America. Daily. Nebraska: Bruce Dern and Will 
Forte star in a Midwestern road movie shot in 
black-and-white by director Alexander Payne 
(The Descendants, Sideways). Daily. Dallas Buyers 
Club: Matthew McConaughey continues his run of 
challenging roles in this true-life tale of a 1980s 
Texas cowboy who's diagnosed as HIV positive. 
Daily. Gloria: Paulina Garcia has won wide acclaim 
for her lead performance in this character study of 
a middle-aged Chilean woman who lives life on her 
own terms. Daily. Philomena: Irish dramedy starring 
Dame Judi Dench and Steve Coogan and directed by 
Stephen Frears. Daily. Tim’s Vermeer. Teller (of Penn 
& Teller fame) directed this documentary about Tim 
Jenison’'s quest to discover the secret behind Ver- 
meer's uncanny knack for verisimilitude. Starting 
Feb. 14. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Francisco, 
267-4893, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/EmbarcaderoCenterCinema.htm. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 
screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, www.exploratorium.edu. 

Lost Weekend Video. Fresh Like Cadaver: A monthly 
horror-themed, live movie riffing comedy show in 
the spirit of Mystery Science Theater 3000. Second 
Friday of every month, 8 p.m. $10. facebook.com/ 
FreshLikeCadaver. 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. Right On!: Poetry 
on Film: Screening of the 1970 film featuring per- 
formances by the Original Last Poets (Gylan Kain, 
Felipe Luciano, and David Nelson). Thu., Feb. 13, 6:30 
p.m. Free with museum admission. 685 Mission, San 
Francisco, 358-7200, www.moadsf.org. 

Opera Plaza Cinemas. The Great Beauty: Fellini-esque 
Italian drama directed by Paolo Sorrentino. Daily. 
The Invisible Woman: Ralph Fiennes stars in and 
directs this biopic about Charles Dickens’ midlife 
love affair with a teenage girl who must remain 
secret. Daily. The Past (Le Passé): A new dramatic 
mystery from Oscar-winning Iranian director 
Asghar Farhadi (A Separation). Daily. Like Father, 
Like Son: The latest drama from director Hirokazu 
Kore-Eda (Still Walking), which was nominated for 
the Palme d'Or and won the Jury Prize at Cannes. 
Starting Feb. 14. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
777-3456, www.landmarktheatres.com/market/ 
SanFrancisco/OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 

Roxie Theater. 16th SF IndieFest: They're calling this 
year's San Francisco Independent Film Festival 
their “Sweet 16,” but SF IndieFest is more grown 
up than that teenage designation might imply. With 
its wide variety of art-house dramas, apocalyptic 
comedies, animated features, thrillers, theme 
parties, sing-alongs, and other tangential events, 
the 2014 IndieFest has a lot to offer film fans — 
even those who are well past having parentally 
imposed curfews. Most screenings take place at 
the Roxie, with some extra shows at the Brava 
Theater Center (2781 24th St., SF) and New Parkway 
Theater (474 24th St., Oakland). Through Feb. 20. 
sfindie.com. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 863-1087, 
www.roxie.com. 

Vogue Theatre. Mostly British Film Festival: Stiffen 
that upper lip, chap: The MBFF features two dozen 
new and classic movies from Great Britain and 
elsewhere around the Commonwealth, including 
spotlights on romance films, British noir, and a 
special tribute to Michael York. Feb. 13-20. $10- 
$12.50 per film (or $100-$135 for festival pass). 
mostlybritish.org. 3290 Sacramento, San Francisco, 
346-2288, www.voguesf.com. 
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BP CRUAL a> POLITICALLY MOTIVATED CRYING 


The Former 
Future 
President of 
the United 
States 


Mitt Romney has just an- 
nounced that, sadly, he will not be 
running for president in 2016. I guess 
he figured that if you can’t even beat 
the black guy who can’t even bowl 
during a recession and high unem- 
ployment, you might as well just 
throw in the towel. The 47 percent 
has won. And that, gentle reader, is 
the last snarky thing I will say about 
the man, because I just watched the 
Netflix documentary Mitt and real- 
ized that he is a flawed and vulnerable 
human being. A boring, generic, and 
not-altogether-convinced-he-should- 
be-in-politics sort of human being, 
but a sentient 
creature none- 
theless. 

Netflix is 
following in 
the footsteps of 
HBO and cre- 
ating original 
documentaries 
in an attempt 
to piggyback on 
the success it has 
been having with 
its other original 
series. The site’s 
doc The Square, about the revolu- 
tion in Egypt, has been nominated 
for an Academy Award and is a 
front-runner. But since Netflix ex- 
ists on the web, it seems to straddle 
both TV and film, which means it 
can clean up at the Golden Globes, 
the Emmys, and the Oscars. 
(Metacritic has Mitt listed under its 
TV coverage.) 

Like its namesake though, Mitt 
won't be capturing any victories. 
The filmmaker had “unprecedented” 
access to Romney and his entire 
family behind the scenes during 
both of his runs for the presidency, 
which is interesting for about 10 
minutes. They hug the crap out of 
each other and they pray a lot in ho- 
tel rooms. The only insight we glean 
about the man is that he seems to 
care a lot about the opinions of his 
kin and his followers and he does 
not want to let either of them down. 
“If you don’t win, we'll still love 
you, his son Tagg tells him with 
tears in his eyes. 

It might strike you as strange 
that I needed to say that he isa 
human being. Let’s leave out that 
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most people who run for high office 
are supposedly sociopaths. But I 
demonized George W. Bush and saw 
him as sub-human. It wasn’t until 
he was out of the Oval Office and 
painting those delightful bathtub 
scenes that I began to view him as 

a sort of nutty uncle who was just 
trying his best. It also helps that I 
debate with the far right on a daily 
basis in groups on Facebook and 
have gotten to know and love some 
real nutters. Every week, there’s 
fresh fighting-fodder for us libtards, 
as the righty debaters call us. Duck 
Dynasty, Coca Cola ads, and those 
MSNBC comments about Mitt Rom- 
ney posing with his adopted black 
grandchild all sparked conservative 
outrage. We even have some really 
far-out white supremacists, one of 
whom posted recently, “That whole 
Superbowl was Illuminati symbol- 
ism. Just another arm of world 
Jewry. The 49ers game was thrown 
to have it be a Seahawks-Broncos 
game. Had to get the Dark Horse 
symbolism.” 

A certain camaraderie has 
emerged among all of us, though, 

no matter our 
sides. It might 
be Stockholm 
syndrome, sure, 
but it stripped 
away any bigot- 
ry I had about 
people whom I 
don’t agree with 
politically. 

So maybe 
that’s why I got 
a bit verklempt 
during the scene 
in Mitt when 
he realizes that he’s lost the 2012 
election. He had spent the entire 
day feeling sure he was going to win. 
Paul Ryan — who I’m sure is a socio- 
path — also skipped through that 
Tuesday with visions of world dom- 
ination. But then it all sinks in once 
Ohio is lost. Romney has tears in his 
eyes. We know that later, when he is 
alone with his wife, he had to have 
broken down. I felt sad for him, the 
same way | used to get sad as a little 
kid when I would see “Going Out Of 
Business” signs in windows. I want 
people to be happy. 

The real victor of the documen- 
tary is his wife, Ann, who comes 
across as a sincere matriarch who 
won't let her multiple sclerosis get 
in the way of her life. She was some- 
one I had demonized, too, for her 
elitist dressage pastime. As it turns 
out, though, riding and caring for 
horses helps her with her condition. 
I guess you really never know a per- 
son until you've walked in her Chris- 
tian Louboutins. She’s only human. 


Katy.StClair@SFWeekly.com 








Depresse 


Do you have trouble ™ 
controlling your depression 
symptoms even with 
treatment? If so, you may 
want to consider the option 
of a clinical research study. 





Qualified participants receive study related 
medical care and study medication at no cost 
and may be compensated for time and travel. 
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HELP US CELBRATE 


FEBRUARY 12™ 
5-8°" AT NOVELA, 
662 MISSION ST. 


Cm Me) 


NUVELA 


COCKTAILS WITH CHARACTER 


CK EFS 


BENEFIT TING: 


LEUKEMIAS 
LYMPHOMA 
SOCIETY 


fighting blood cancers 


SPONSORED BY: 


PINE: STREET 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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CHECK OUT OUR 
SFBEERWEEK EVENTS AT 
THIRSTYBEAR.COM/EVENTS 


SPANISH CUISINE 
FARM FRESH TAPAS & PAELLAS 
ARTISAN COCKTAILS 
SPANISH & CALIFORNIA WINES 
IDEAL FOR LARGE PARTIES 
LIVE FLAMENCO SUNDAYS, NO COVER 


THIRSTYBEAR.COM 
B61 HOWARD ST * SAN FRANCISCO + 415.974.0905 


O) NM AYA LOA DyANG 
2288 Mission at 19th 415-252-9560 
1003 Market at 6th 415-864-6773 
3211 Mission at Valencia 415-550-1414 
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> “THEY HAD A GRIDDLED, BUTTERY, CRISPY EXTERIORS 


» - 





Tourtilla 


avocado tacos: short on 
WEES long.on flavor. 
Aubrie Pick Photography 





In light of all the fancy new Mexican restaurants in town, we went looking 
for the most elemental ingredient. 


By Anna Roth 


San Francisco is having a 

love affair with upscale Mexican food. In 
the past few years, the always-crowded 
Nopalito opened a second location in the 
Sunset, Mexico City-inspired La Urbana 
opened on Divisadero, Cow Hollow’s 
Mamacita expanded to Cole Valley with 
Padrecito, Sabrosa opened in the Ma- 
rina, and crowd fave Lolo moved to sleek 
new digs in the Mission. All offer craft 
cocktails and pricey seasonal interpreta- 
tions of taqueria standards, including 
their own fresh, handmade tortillas. 

I wondered: When it came to that most 
basic of ingredients, how did some of the 
fancy new places stack up with some of 
the Mission’s most beloved taquerias? I 
grabbed some friends and went ona 
highly unscientific voyage of discovery 
to three budget and three upscale spots 
to see how price affected tortilla quality. 


GALLARDO'S 

3248 18th St., 436-9387. 
Atmosphere: This perennially popu- 
lar Mexican stop recently moved from 
the SoMa/Mission border to sunny 
digs at the corner of 18th and Shot- 
well. Vibrant yellow walls and large 
photos of Mexican movie stars give 
the room an upbeat atmosphere, as 
did its mostly family crowd getting a 
brunch fix on chilaquiles, birria, and 
menudo (all of which are rumored to 
be excellent). 

Texture/structural integrity: 
These tortillas were soft and pliant, 
not particularly thick. Which turned 
out to be a tragedy, because despite 
a double-tortilla proposition on each 
taco, they failed to contain the over- 


loaded ingredients, and the tacos 
needed to be eaten with a knife and 
fork. Unforgivable. 

Flavor: Corn was distinguish- 
able, if not front-and-center, but the 
taco’s tasty marinated steak filling 
took precedent — so much that I 
ended up eating the meat and pico 
de gallo and left the tortilla behind. 

Overall rating: @) masas 


NOPALITO 

306 Broderick, 437-0303, nopalitosf.com 
(also at 1224 Ninth Ave., 233-9966). 
Atmosphere: Little sister to the for- 
midable Nopa, this restaurant hidden 
a block off Divisadero has the same 
upscale-casual vibe, and an impressive 
mezcal program to boot. There are as 
many families as there are dates and 
groups of friends, and overall, like its 
sister restaurant, it feels like a neigh- 
borhood spot despite its fame as a des- 
tination restaurant. 

Texture/structural integrity: 
Flat, without much sponginess or life. 
But because of their sturdiness, they’re 
a great match for carnitas ($16) — you 
can pile on as much meat, cabbage, 
and salsa verde as you want without 
worrying about breakage. 

Flavor: Of all the tortillas I tried, 
Nopalito’s tasted the most strongly 
of corn, with its toasty flavor coming 
through with every bite. It was a lit- 
tle too much. 


Overall rating: ©@@ masas 


SAN JALISCO 

901 S. Van Ness, 648-8383. 
Atmosphere: Colorful flags on the 
ceiling, eclectic art on the walls — pot- 
tery, blankets, old photos, and the big- 
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gest panties you ve ever seen in the 
women’s bathroom — along with the 
best michelada in the city make this 
friendly family-run taqueria an al- 
ways-welcome stop. 

Texture/structural integrity: 
Thinner than many, crispier, and 
made without lard, the tortillas at 
San Jalisco are almost like tostadas. 
Despite their paper-thin diameter, 
they still held up to the greasy carni- 
tas ($2.95) like a champ. 

Flavor: These tortillas repped the 
masa flavor pretty well, but weren't 
anything spectacular — not that 
there’s anything wrong with being av- 
erage when the fillings are this good. 

Overall rating: ©@@) masas 


SABROSA 

3200 Fillmore, 638-6500, sabrosasf.com. 
Atmosphere: This newish Marina 
restaurant features lots of dark wood, 
brass light fixtures, tan banquettes, 
and an almost clubby atmosphere. 
How much you will like it will depend 
entirely on how much you like the Ma- 
rina after dark. It also seemed to bea 
popular date spot; we were inter- 
rupted twice at the communal table by 
pairs hoping to nab the coveted, 
semi-private spot at the corner. 

Texture/structural integrity: 
A little thick and a little greasy, 
Sabrosa’s corn tortillas had a good 
amount of chew but weren't tough 
— they just added a bit of resistance 
to every bite. 

Flavor: One espazote-laced 
tortilla in a quesadilla was a little 
too vegetal, especially considering 
the shredded Brussels sprout filling 
($11). But the plain corn tortillas 


that came with the carnitas ($22) 
had just enough masa to add a subtle 
corn flavor without overwhelming 
the excellent fried pork. 

Overall rating: ©®@@D masas 


LOLO 
974 Valencia, 643-5656, lolosf.com. 
Atmosphere: Last week, this beloved 
Mexican restaurant reopened in a fun, 
pop-art-filled space on Valencia, re- 
plete with quirky decorations like oil- 
cloth wallpaper, large-scale photos of 
beach scenes, a wall studded with cow- 
boy boots, and a bar and backsplash 
covered with black-and-white lottery 
tickets from Mexico. An agave bar and 
ambitious cocktail program rounded 
out the expansion. 

Texture/structural integrity: 
The only flour specimen I tried on 
this quest, the Lolo tortillas were 
almost — but not quite — as fluffy 
as La Palma’s. They came with nice 
brown marks from the griddle, and 
held up well in the face of juicy fill- 
ings, never becoming too soggy. 

Flavor: Flour tortillas are more 
a vehicle for the fillings than a fla- 
vor component in their own right, 
but these played their role well, 
acting as a soft foil to toppings like 
panko-crusted avocado and seared 
tuna ($10). 

Overall rating: ®©@@@ masas 


LA PALMA 

2884 24th St., 647-1500, lapalmasf.com. 
Atmosphere: The bustling “Mexi-ca- 
tessan” has been serving up handmade 
tortillas since 1953, and now supplies 
them wholesale to a few dozen restau- 
rants and shops — including about 8 
million a year to popular chain Tacoli- 
cious. Inside the cramped shop, torti- 
llas, dried chiles, masa, and other 
groceries are for sale, and the counter 
does a brisk business in tacos, burri- 
tos, tamales, and the like. (You can 
take them home or enjoy them on the 
few tables outside.) 

Texture/structural integrity: 
I'd never considered a tortilla “fluffy” 
until I encountered La Palma’s de- 
lightfully light version. Even the 
machine-rolled tortillas the shop 
now sells have a lightness that most 
tortillas only dream of achieving, 
but the handmade ones, available 
in taco form for 60 cents more 
($2.59/$3.19), are a revelation, with 
a griddled, buttery, crispy exterior 
and almost-custardy interior. The 
thickness held up to the meats well, 
so much so that two tacos leaning 
against each other stand up by them- 
selves. 

Flavor: The corn taste of the 
masa is subtle, but it’s definitely 
present — it doesn’t overpower 
the fillings, but works in tandem in 
them, making these tortilla a nec- 
essary part of the taco experience 
instead of merely acting as a girdle 
for the meat inside. 


Overall rating: ©@@@@®@ masas 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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FRESH EATS 


A Haight 
Street Icon’s 
Second Life 


By Ashley Goldsmith 


Nearly three years ago, the 
Red Vic Movie House closed its doors, 
and the city has been anxiously waiting 
to see what's next for the historic Haight 
Street space. Last week, two of the origi- 
nal founders, Jack and Betsey Rix, de- 
buted their new concept to the public. 

Second Act Marketplace and 
Events is breathing life back into the 
Red Vic by celebrating the relation- 
ship with the community for which 
the independent movie house was so 
strongly known. An event space will 
host poetry and book readings, film 
screenings, live music, and comedy 
shows, but the front of the building is 
what’s drawing the public’s eye. Like 
331 Cortland in Bernal Heights, it’s 
an amalgam of five culinary vendors 
offering locally produced food. 

Each vendor has its own booth 
for customers to purchase lunch, 
coffee, or light groceries. At High 
Cotton Kitchen, set up in one of the 
large front windows, owners Terrell 
Brunet, a Louisiana-born former 
Culinary Institute of America instruc- 
tor, and Cailen Sutherland, a New 
Mexico-born cook (formerly of Seven 
Hills), are slinging American food. 
Think cochon de lait po’ boys, red 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around town. To 


recommend a place, e-mail fresheats@sfweekly.com. 

Estela’s Sandwiches: Another beloved business re- 
turns to Haight and Fillmore after it was destroyed 
by fire two-and-a-half years ago. Expect lots of 
sandwiches (including several veggie options), 
fresh juices, smoothies, baked goods, and other 
treats. 250 Fillmore, 864-1850. 

Horner's Corner: Noe Valley's latest bistro (in the 
space formerly known as Noe’s Bar) has a New 
American menu that prominently features pizzas 
from its brick oven. It's also offering brunch right 
out of the gate, and its activity-filled kids menu 
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Kristian Melom 


beans and rice, gumbo, and braised 
pork with green chiles ($8-$14). 
High Cotton’s also the first business 
to open, at 7 a.m., ready to provide 
caffeinated Sightglass beverages 
alongside Beauty’s Bagels and Meet- 
inghouse biscuits. 

Across the entryway in the other 
picture window is Elyse Thogerson, a 
former mixologist who runs RAW, a 
juice bar. The décor at the stall is bas- 
kets of apples, beets, and carrots piled 
high, ready for juicing. Thogerson has 
also become known for her almond 
milk, as well as a varying selection 
of juices like the non-alcoholic Gin & 
Juice — kale, ginger, bell pepper, and 
apple — or the Minty Pine — pineap- 
ple, mint, and green apple ($6-$9). 

Community Craft is run by Bru- 
net of High Cotton Kitchen and his 
partner Neely Thomas, formerly at 
Bar Tartine. This co-op-style bakery 
features a rotating cast of bakers that 
specialize in just about everything. 
Gluten-free bread from Bread SRSLY 
and challah or rye from Wise Sons 
will be available most days, along with 
sliced or whole pies from Butter Water 
Salt Flour, cakes and pudding from 
Ebb’s Bakery, and vegan baked goods 
from Sweets Simply. 

For the other two vendors, Second 
Act marks the expansion into, well, 

a second act for its companies. Anda 
Piroshki and Spice Hound have both 
made a home at 331 Cortland. Now 
customers have a spot on this side of 
town to get piroshki and borscht ($3- 
$5) from Anna Tvelova and bulk spic- 
es, spice blends, masala chai, and soda 
drinks made with seasonally inspired 
syrups from Tammy Tan. 

We're excited to see what >> p36 


illustrates the place’s family-friendly vibe. 1199 
Church, 282-4007, hornerscornersf.com. 

Reveille Coffee: Known for its FiDi coffee cart and 
triangular North Beach cafe, this popular coffee 
shop now has a third home in the Castro. Along 
with coffee, it'll be slinging hot and cold breakfast 
items, inventive sandwiches and salads at lunch, 
and assorted flatbreads at dinner. 4076 16th. St, 
reveillecoffee.com. 

Triple Voodoo Brewery: This roving brewery has 
found a new home in the Dogpatch, with indus- 
trial-chic décor and 15-16 taps featuring its own 
along with guest brews. Food (tapas, for now) 
comes courtesy of The New Spot next door. 2245 
Third St., 598-8811, triplevoodoo.com. 









































SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


Because KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 











Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 


still Matters = | 


EL TORO 


098 VALENCIA ST. 
@ 17™ STREET 


BIS 431-3351 


PANCHO VILLA 
3071 16TH ST. 
@ VALENCIA ST. 


- 864-8840 





Pancakes 





TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
umn WWW.Kingofchinesedumpling.com ii: 










2109 Polk 
345-0600 


333 Bush 
421-0700 





NING OF NOODHES 


= — Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


Liu 


sfpanchovilla.com 


IGRI 


HAPPY HOUR 


410.200.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST. 


PITCHERS « 
MARGARITAS 


SERVED BY THE GLASS 


————— ee taste you can trust 


‘aya Ga gaye 


VIILOD Kha 


BEST EXOTIC FOOD DELIVERY WINNER 2015 


307 HAYES ST. 
415 874-9661 | 10:30am-11pm 


730 LARKIN ST. 
415 931-6917 | 11am-Midnight 
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That Cutsine 


DINE-IN ¢ TAKE OUT e DELIVERY 
Opew TUL tam Everyday! 


nell PIZZA 


SINCE 1975 
ait Fri & Sat 





509 VALENCIA ST @ 16TH | (415) 255-1303 
SUNSET 
2123 Irving St iN EW YO RK $ TYL E 
415-753-3347 


Try Our Secret Menu 


UNION SQUARE 
420 Geary St 
415-346-3121 
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THE DOLLAR IS STILL 
STRONG AT TOMMY’S 


| 
BEST PLACE TO DRINK 


A SAN FRANCISCO TRADITION 
FOR OVER 60 YEARS! 


PRESENTED BY BEYMO! 
PUBLIC TASTING 


FORT MASON CENTER, SF 
FEBRUARY 15 « 1:30-5:00 P.M. 


IS" HOUR OF PARKING 
FREE @ AMC 





ae s ln wd 7 7 
fai SLTeLI shows 


Vow available 
THE PERFECT 
DATE NIGHT 


Dinner & Show 


OB al-mr-lecx-s-) mexelan)el-vaidce) ame) m-Vaat-)a(or-lamu i lal-3-m lam alm Veale! 


DISCOUNT TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 


Kolodrs\e \f-lalerswulel (218s 
its1@ Bc} and aleme(olelan (lime NVZ-ll F-1e)(-)) 


me) am laycelanar-lulelam-lalemacer(-1a-maiim i ats\iecetsdl aremecelan 


: Biiiiig 
yoen you livy bake 
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World-Class Live Music 
+ Mivhelia-Reted Jopanecer Cuisine 


1550 FUAMORE ST. 415-655-5600 


The Holiday Inn Fisherman's Wharf is the Official Host Hotel. 
Special room rates are available for the 2014 Public Tasting. 
CTonron ial =) tle sedi at-mexe) ss MCelmanlelaculalieka|a(emcen elele).e-n cele)aane)alliaicy 


$149 rate good thru Monday, January 27, 2014. After this date, reserva- 
tion requests will be honored based on availability at prevailing rates. 


MAJOR SPONSORS MEDIA SPONSORS 


NBCazB KGO 


VW ANA 17 ee S10) 


Wines Spirits 
San Francisco Chronicle | SFGate..on 
MUSIC 
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2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 


ee 
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Second Act brings to the Upper 
Haight, a neighborhood so jammed 
with tourists that it can be hard for 
locals to find a sense of community. 
It seems like the Red Vic has made a 
perfect transition into exactly what 
the neighborhood needed — and 
provided more good food options on 
Haight to boot. While the landmark 
movie house may have closed, its spir- 
it lives on. 


Second Act Marketplace 
and Events 

1727 Haight, 668-3994, 
secondactsf.com. 


PizzaHacker’s 
New Home 


By Pete Kane 


You'd have to be a real cur- 
mudgeon to find fault with the Pizza- 
Hacker, which had been a pop-up at 
Vinyl on Divisadero for some time be- 
fore graduating to its new home on the 
Bernal Heights side of Mission at 29th 
Street. A former bank repainted deep 
blue, with orange picnic tables, it might 
be a bit loud with children’s ricocheting 
screams at times, but damn, the pizza is 
fantastic. (And the Thursday-Friday Vi- 
nyl pop-up is still happening). 

A “Yo Vinny!” (marinated onions, 
Mama Lil’s pickled goat horn peppers, 
4505 hot Italian sausage, tomato 
sauce, and fresh mozzarella) is both 
delicious and cooked to perfection, 
with none of the goopiness that 
makes most topping-laden pizzas 
collapse in the center. A dusting of 
smoked salt on the crust, the last 
note to hit the palate, feels exactly 
right. As in, how is that simple idea 
not de rigeur with all pizzas, every- 
where? A single pie might not be 
enough for two, but two is probably 
perfect for three. 

Pitchers of beer (Magnolia Proving 
Grounds IPA and Linden Street Old 
Brick Bitter, among others) and the 
casual seating make for a convivial 
atmosphere. There is also a single red 
and white wine, plus artisanal sodas. 
Servers approach the table, Square 
in hand, upon payment — a second, 
and highly convenient, minor stroke 
of genius. 

Aside from Zante’s — which has 
legions of fans but whose Indian 
pizzas are a very different animal — 
there really aren’t many decent pizza 
options in the area. There are a lot of 
bars, though. So in addition to being 
full of superb locavore cross-pollina- 
tion, PizzaHacker is going to be 
perpetually packed. 


PizzaHacker 


3299 Mission, 874-5585, 
thepizzahacker.com. 
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World Famous 
Original 
"Irish Coffee" 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 





FIND THE BEST 


NEAR YOU! 


SEARCH FOR 
“HAPPY HOURS” 
IN YOUR APP STORE 


Available on the a 
0 App Store |) "fl IND201D 
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DISTILLATIONS 


Townies Wanted 


The Corner Spot on 14th 
Avenue is so new that the neighbors are 
still complaining about the new paint 
smell. There were enough booze brands 
in neon lights that if you sat a toddler on 
the bar he’d learn to spell “Jameson.” The 
pool table in the back had two guys going 
at it like there was money on the line. 

I sat down at the shiny long bar. I 
counted seven TVs, all on the same 
game. There was music playing con- 
stantly — if by “music” you mean an 
endless wall of sound pulled from the 
iPod of your old frat brother Todd. 

The menus are small cards offering 
“eats” and happy hour specials — with 
no drinks mentioned by name except 
a pitcher of Sapporo for $12. I glanced 
at the taps — I've seen prisons offer 
more beers. Sapporo, Blue Moon, and 
Guinness topped the list, which is 
okay by me, but it’s not so much a bar 
selection as “what your friend 
Marty might have in his 
fridge after a party.” 

If it’s not a beer bar, 
it’s sure as hell not a 
cocktail bar: Later on 
I overheard some- 
one order a hot 
toddy, and the bar 
staff had to confer 
to figure out what 
to do about it. It was 
hard not to laugh. 

I ordered a Sap- 
poro. “Oh, that’s 







she said. “I’ve been up since 6:30. I’m 
trying this new exercise thing.” 

I groaned. “Well, whatever you're 
doing is working for you, but I can’t 
stand being conscious that early.” 

“Oh, I hate it!” 

“Yeah — be honest, if you had your 
way, what time would you wake up in 
the morning?” 

She considered. “Noon,” she said, 
and dissolved into laughter 

I was serious. “Exactly! 11, 12, 
these are civilized times to wake up.” 

“T don’t know why anyone does 
anything before 7,” she said a little 
bitterly. 

“We ought to just admit how 
much we hate it, adjust, and get on 
with our lives.” 

“Yes,” she said, and sighed. “What’s 
worse, the woman who teaches the 
class I’m taking? She’s like 62 but 

looks 40.” 

I sighed too. “Yeah, 
some people can pull 
that off. Some of us go 
the other direction. 

You wouldn't know it 

to look at me but I’m 
only 19.” 

“Wait, what?” 
She stared. There 
was an uncomfort- 
able moment of 

silence. 
“No,” I said. “No.” 

She grinned in 


im ‘ 
BENJAMIN 
really good stuff,” the WACHS relief. 
bartender told me, with “But my point is — 


more enthusiasm than 
I muster for Christmas and 
birthdays. 

“Sure, | agreed, noncommittally. It 
depends on your frame of reference. 

I divide the beers of the world into 
three categories of ascending quality. 
Sapporo is at the top of the second 
category: the best of the acceptable, 
but not a top ... ah, nevermind. 

I sipped slowly, looked around, and 
was reminded of bars I spent time in 
during my Midwestern college days. 
In another city, The Corner Spot 
would be a place appealing to girly 
girls and manly men who go to bars 
because it’s an expected part of the 
mating ritual. Here, it’s an escape 
from oppressive hipness. The crowd’s 
game isn't up to Marina standards of 
aggressive bro-flavored normalcy, but 
neither is it anywhere close to even 
moderate San Francisco standards 
of weirdness. Sitting here was what I 
imagine living in Daly City is like. 

Another bartender, an Asian girl 
in a baseball cap, was cleaning up the 
bar near me. “How’s your day going?” 
she asked. 

Tam a bitter and frustrated “cre- 
ative,” but didn’t want to go there. 
“Quiet,” I said. “Just got off work. You?” 

“T’ve had a pretty productive day,” 
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some people manage to look 
young. But I’m going to be mis- 
taken for the world’s oldest man, with 
well-meaning reporters asking me 
‘What’s your secret?’ when I’m 40.” 

She opened her mouth to reply, 
then got called over by another 
customer. 

The Corner Spot’s pub food is 
pleasing. ‘The fries are nicely spiced, 
pork sliders delicious. The place re- 
minds me of a pretty good townie bar 
near a rural college. Your friends Todd 
and Marty would have come here to 
relax, and made fun of anyone who 
needs more to have a good time. 

After my second beer, I motioned 
that it was time for me to cash out. 

“This a night cap for you?” she asked. 

“Yeah,” I said. And it occurred to 
me then that everything I'd told her 
— except the part about hating to get 
up early — was a lie. How did that 
happen? Did I do it on purpose? 

“Weird,” I said to myself, as I left The 
Corner Spot and returned to San Fran- 
cisco, where we divide weirdness into 
three categories of ascending quality. 


The Corner Spot 
1368 Irving, 742-5572. 


Benjamin.Wachs@SFWeekly.com 





GET NAKED 


PAPALOTE 


3409 24TH ST. @ VALENCIA = 
415-970-8815 


1777 FULTON ST. @ MASONIC exit 
415-176-0106 :* P 
WWW.PAPALOTE-SF.COM STIREEM 


WWW. TWITTER.COM /PAPALOTESALSA 


SOMA 
Window Service @ Delivery ® Pick Up 
171 Stillman St. 
415-974-1303 


Potrero Hill 
Dine-In Pick Up 
300 Conneticut St. 
A15-641-1440 


West Portal 
Counter Service @ Delivery ® Pick Up 


170 West Portal Ave. 
AV5-242 A628 


ORDER ONLINE 
www.GoatHill.com 


HAPPY HOUR 
3PM-CLOSE 


S4 NEGRA MODELO 
$2 MODELO CANS 


TB 









FREE WIFI | 


*~ 
RYANT, SAN FRANCISCO 
are eh 


WHAT SHOULD 
HILDA THE GOAT 
SAY NEXT? 
@GoatHillPizza 


Goat Hill Pizza 


San Francisco Sourdough Pizza since 1975 


0s | 
OUTDOOR |PATIO 
“NOW OPEN 


FREE DELIVERY IN THE AREA! 
Mon-Fri 9am-3pm (*S30 min order) 


LATIN BISTRO 


BREAKFAST LUNCH DINNER 
Happy Hour Daily 5-7om 
Select beer, wine, and small plates half off! » 
Happier Hour every Wednesday featuring 


yd orale (te mrolele ms aol dial @aat-vale 


4230 18TH ST 
415.525.4921 
WWW .CAFELATAZA.COM 


MON-THU 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUESDAY thru SUNDAY . 'til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” EVERYDAY 





4PM 'til 8PM: 
$3 WELLS/S$3 DRAFTS /S$2 PBR/S$2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 12 2014 $5 
(FOLK, BLUES, R&B, FUNK, ROCK N’ ROLL) 


With: 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 13 2014 $5 (ADV) 


Feat: 


The grandest of Funk-Rockin’ rising 
star bands to hit the music scene. 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 14 2014 $12 (ADV) 
(FUNK, ROCK) 


Feat: 


(OF ‘P FUNK ALLSTARS’) 
With 


Plus: 

RonKat’s unique showmanship and 
singularly energized music style brings a 
powerful sound and a funk to his show that 
is incomparable. Make ‘Em Dance! 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15 2014 $10 (ADV) 


Plus: 
And: 

Fronted by three powerhouse female 
vocalists, and backed by a rhythm section 
that digs deep for the groove, this band 
wastes no time getting you on your feet. 


SUNDAY FEBRUARY 16 2014 FREE 


‘ROTC) 
With: 
Plus: 

Locally- -sourced organic Hip- Hop for 
the people, by the people 
TUESDAY FEBRUARY 18 2014 $5 
(ROCK, REGGAE, BLUES) 


Plus: 
And: 


WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 19 2014 $5 


With: 
Plus: *I 
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 20 2014 $5 (ADV) 
(ROCK-A-BILLY, SURF, COUNTRY-BLUES) 


Feat: 


And evening with s some of the hottest 
Bay Area Idie bands out there. Nasty in 
your face blues, dancing, rae hip 

d hdeli try music 


BOOM jetel Biveie) | is S: 
APRIL 24 THRU 29 @ THE BLUE NILE ON FRENCHMEN ST 


** BOOGALOOIN’ ** 


AT * JAZZ FEST 2014 * 
IN NEW ORLEANS 
6 NIGHTS OF KICK-AZZ FUNKY LIVE MUSIC 
SHOWS! GET YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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“IF TWAS DOING THIS FOR THE MONEY, | WOULD HAVE QUIT A REAL LONG TIME AGO.” 


By Ian S. Port 


Perhaps, while standing 
inside a club, sipping a beer, and staring 
up at the stage, you've wondered: What 
is that band making for this show? You 
know you paid $15 (or $25, or $40) to 
get in, but how much will the band see 
at the end of the night? Here in San 
Francisco, where a decent burrito costs 
$8, anda month of rent for a decent 
apartment runs at least 200 times that, 
how much does a live gig pay? 

The answer: It depends. 

Talking to club owners, bookers, 
and the musicians who play local live 
venues, what becomes clear is the 
vast range of amounts musicians get 
compensated for their performances. 


va os 


Their pay depends on the size of the 
club, the kind of music, the price of 
the ticket, the number of acts on 

a bill, whether it’s a weekend or a 
weeknight, how much money the bar 
made, how well the show was promot- 
ed, and what deals were negotiated in 
advance — plus, of course, how many 
tickets were sold. But here’s one thing 
we can say in general, for most local 
live venues: If youre not the headlin- 
ing act, you probably aren't getting 
paid very much. 

“It’s a tough business,” says Anoth- 
er Planet Entertainment’s Allen Scott, 
a longtime local promoter who over- 
sees the 500-capacity Independent 
on Divisadero Street as well as some 
of the company’s arena shows. “[It’s] 


AMERICANTRIPPS.com for 


+ info 
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lan S. Port 
The Phenomenauts opening a 
show at Great American Music 
Hall. A gig like this might pay 
between $150 and $300. 


until you get to those 1,000-capacity 
rooms where you can start breathing 
as a band, and that means around the 
country, not just San Francisco.” 

How much is not much? At a 
smaller club like Brick and Mortar 
Music Hall on Mission Street, which 
often hosts local bands playing their 
inaugural gigs, the first band ona 
three-band bill playing on a week- 
night might expect to make $50, says 
owner Jason Perkins. On a weekend 
night, that might go up to $100. The 
next opening band may make some- 
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where between $150 and $300. Clubs 
typically negotiate a pay system with 
the headliner — either a guaranteed 
amount, a split percentage of the 
door revenue, or a combination of 
both — and then give acts farther 
down the bill a set amount. At small- 
er shows, it’s often up to the headlin- 
ing act or the band that booked the 
show to decide what the other bands 
make. Which means the other bands 
can get screwed. 

Jasper Leach, who fronts the up- 
start local band Brasil and has played 
in many outfits, recalled a time at El 
Rio that his band put in lots of pro- 
motional work and drew the majority 
of the crowd to the show, where it 
played second on the bill. Afterward, 
the club gave all the door money to 
the out-of-town headliner that had 
booked the show, leaving its mem- 
bers to split up money among bands. 
Though Leach’s group had clearly 
drawn most of the audience, the 
touring band took $210 in door mon- 
ey, and left Leach’s group with only 
$100. They ended the night cursing 
the touring group’s van as it pulled 
away on Mission Street. 

Such stories are common in the 
trenches of small-time rock ’n’ roll. 
And in some scenes, getting paid $50 
or $150 for an opening slot looks 
posh. When punk bands play at 
underground warehouse shows, for 
instance, it’s common practice to give 
the entire door proceeds to the band 
that’s on tour, and let the local bands 
play for free. The expectation is that 
the system will be reciprocated once 
those local bands go on tour to other 
cities — and it often is. 

For acts that can headline larger 
clubs, things look much different. 
Robbie Kowal, who runs Sunset Pro- 
motions and has been putting on big 
and small shows in San Francisco for 
20 years, has a rule of thumb for fig- 
uring out what a headlining act’s gross 
pay should be: Ticket price times ven- 
ue size divided in half. For a sold-out 
show, that’s a rough but consistent 
way of calculating what an act will 
make regardless of where it’s playing. 


tickets 
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At the Independent, out-of-town 
acts want to bring in a minimum of 
$2,500 per night, and can earn as 
much as $10,000 for a show, says 
Scott. (Kowal’s math works out: The 
Indy’s average ticket price is $20, 
times 500 people, equals $10,000 
— which means a typical headliner 
whose show sells out might make 
$5,000.) But with most larger clubs, 
the artists, usually working through a 
booking agent, will negotiate a guar- 
antee in advance. They may also make 
a certain percentage of ticket sales on 
top of the guarantee, after sales rise 
above a certain amount. 

At smaller clubs like the Chapel on 
Valencia Street, which has a capacity 
of about 400, bands usually go for a 
“door deal,” where they get a percent- 
age of the ticket revenue after expens- 
es. For a Chapel show with a ticket 
between $12 and $15, a band would 
get between 55 and 60 percent of the 
door, says Dawn Holliday, who books 
Slim’s, the Great American Music Hall, 
and the Hardly Strictly Bluegrass fes- 
tival, and also works with the Chapel. 
A higher ticket price would mean the 
headlining band gets a higher percent- 
age of the door. Such a show will in- 
clude a fixed budget for opening acts 
of between $250 and $500, usually to 
be split among two groups. On a good 
night, the first performer might get 
$150 for filling a half-hour slot. 

At most clubs in the city, at least 
the ones with kitchens, acts typically 
also get a meal and drinks along with 
their pay. “T’ve heard of clubs that 
charge back for beer,” says Holliday. “I 
just never came from that school. The 
school that I came from is that the 
band is going to be happiest with a 
hot meal and good sound.” 

At the higher end of the S.F. club 
scene, for a headlining show at Slim’s 
or Great American with a pricey 
ticket, a band might walk out with 
$12,000 or $15,000, Holliday says. 
But even that is gross pay — it doesn’t 
include the 10 percent or so that goes 
to the booking agent, another 10 
percent or so to the manager, or the 
cost of gas, transportation, or any of 
the other things that go into a touring 
band. And it still has to get split up 
among the members. 

Whether money is even a consid- 
eration for artists, then, just depends 
on the size of the show. Larger bands 
with booking agents frequently call 
ahead to check on ticket sales for a 
given night, and thus their likely in- 
come. But smaller acts focus on other 
factors when deciding where and when 
to play. Often, says, Brasil’s Leach, the 
calculus depends on whether a gig 
that might pay $100 will expose the 
band to a new audience, or put it in 
the company of other good groups. “It 
should be about reaching people and 
associating with bands that you want 
to be associated with,” he says. “If I 
was doing this for the money, I would 
have quit a real long time ago.” 


lan.Port@SFWeekly.com 
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Music } SIZZLE & FIZZLE 


Highs and lows from 
the last week in S.F. music. 


SIZZIZE 

Mi How do you run an orchestra with no 
conductor? That's the aim of One Found 
Sound, a new chamber group founded 

by S.F. Conservatory grads where the old 
rules about classical music performance 
and listening don't apply. “If you play 
something that touches people, you won't 
have to tell them how to behave,” says 
one co-founder. 


@ People have always danced on BART 
— and yet, in recent months it’s become 
a huge fad, with groups of dancers taking 
video of their in-train competitions and 
posting it to YouTube. The onlooking 

BART passengers vary from indifferent to 
gobsmacked, but the dancers’ moves are 
often pretty good. Think of it as turfing on 
the train. 


Wi Noise Pop announced the final piece 
of its 2014 lineup: A festival headquarters 
at a Mission design warehouse that will 
feature film screenings, live shows, happy 
hours, fashion shows, and other not-just- 
live-music events. A bunch of the Noise 
Pop HQ events are free, though we're curi- 
ous to see how it all fits into the auspices 
of what's still nominally a music festival. 


FIZZLE 

M@ Another one bites the dust: S.F. 
folk-rocker and Bay Area native Mark 
Matos announced that after seven years, 
he's leaving his beloved Mission scene for 
the desert — specifically, the small town 
of Joshua Tree. “We want different things, 
San Francisco and I,” Matos wrote ina 
Statement. He’s holding a farewell show 
with friends and special guests March 28 
at Rickshaw Stop. 


W@ Prepare for the great Pizza Wars, S.F:: 
Upon the news that Macaulay Culkin's 
pizza-themed Velvet Underground tribute 
band is coming to 
S.F. March 5, our 
Own pizza singers, 
the garage-punk 
outfit Personal 
and the Pizzas, 
fired back. First 
with threats of 
death and/or lawsuits, then with a diss 
track and a rival show — this one free 
— onthe same night. Isn't there enough 
cheese for everyone? 
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i The original group behind last year's 
BottleRock Napa Valley music festival 
has officially declared bankruptcy (though 
another group Is using the name for a new 
event this year). The move was expected, 
but the filing stated that promoters simply 
“booked too much talent at too high a 
price,” according to the Napa Valley Reg- 
ister. Huh — we know some people who 
could've told them that last year. 


For full versions of the above stories and 
much more about S.F. music, check out All 
Shook Down, our music blog, at 
www.sfweekly.com/shookdown. 


100% ADDITIVE-FREE 
NATURAL TOBACCO 


INGREDIENTS 
ol {c7:\\ | fom pel:y le ook: Me) tcl ion ia iels 





lor more tnforrnalion On Our 
ongantc IV OWING PY OFT ANN, 


visit www.sfntc.com 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 





No additives in our tobacco Organic tobacco does NOT 


mean a Safer cigarette. 


does NOT mean a safer cigarette. 
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) THAT ROCKS | 
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FULL COVERAGE: 
NHL/NBA 
WINTER OLYMPICS 
COLLEGE HOOPS 
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HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
M-F4-7PM 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 2/12 - SATURDAY 2/15 WEDNESDAY 3/5 


VALEN TINE / $ D Ay! FROM THE LATE LATE SHOW! 
AS SEEN ON COMEDY CENTRAL AND CONAN DAN GABRIEL 


DWAYNE PERKINS KEVIN O'SHEA 


CARLA CLAYY, LYDIA POPOVICH 
TUESDAY 2/18 


THE TAI MAI SHU SHOW 
BRADLEY LUM 


THURSDAY 3/6 - SATURDAY 3/8 
EMMY-WINNING WRITER /PRODUCER 
FOR THE SIMPSONS! 4 


DANA GOULD 


DAN GABRIEL, KEVIN O’SHEA 


THURSDAY 3/13 - SATURDAY 3/15 
FROM FITZDOG RADIO AND CHELSEA LATELY! 


eS GREG FITZSIMMONS 


MARY PATTERSON, JULES POSNER 
BRYAN CALLEN | IAN BAGG ie 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF © TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF © PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM © ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER 2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE® CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


FOLLOW 
© 


US ON 


IWeLNaD 
4 bile de 


WEDNESDAY 2/19 - SATURDAY 2/22 
LIVE ALBUM RECORDING! 


SHENG WANG 


JOHNNY BEEHNER, JOEY DEVINE 


WEDNESDAY 3/19 - SATURDAY 3/22 


TOT Ne a it | FROMTHE TONGHT SHOW a THE AT LATE SHOW. 


FROM MADTV & RIDE ALONG! 


THURSDAY 2/13 2 FREE 
COMEDY ALLSTARS [2 deta 


With Frankie Quinones 


THURSDAY 2/27 - SATURDAY 3/1 
DAVID ALAN 
GRIER 


From In Living Color and Peeples! 


SUNDAY 3/2 : zi 
T.J. MILLER 
From Mash Up and Our Idiot Brother! =) 
THURSDAY 3/6 - SATURDAY 3/8 
SEBASTIAN 
MANISCALCO 
From The Tonight Show and 
The Late Late Show! 
From The Come to 


FRIDAY 3/14 - SATURDAY 3/15 
JON LOVITZ 
Papa Podcast! From Saturday Night Live! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum ¢ 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
Validated Parking @ Anchorage Garage, 500 Beach St. 


WWW.COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


ticketmaster.com 
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VALENTINE’S DAY! 


FRIDAY 2/14 - 
SUNDAY 2/16 


TOM 
PAPA 


FRIDAY 2/21 - 
SUNDAY 2/23 


DEON 
COLE 


From Conan & Deon 
Cole’s Black Box! 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 


citi 
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Raw Honesty 


By Derek Opperman 


After departing San Fran- 
cisco in 2011, Sheela 

Rahman has gone on to become a 
vital presence in the global dance mu- 
sic community. Now based in Berlin, 
and better known as Xosar, she de- 
buted in 2012 with Tropical Cruize, a 
release on New York’s noise-indebted 
L.I.E.S. imprint. Though its name 
suggests sunny climates and breezy 
atmospheres, Xosar’s three-track EP 
displayed a personal interpretation of 
house music imbued with a tangible 
sense of human emotion. Her subse- 
quent releases have followed ina 
similar vein. This might not seem like 
a particularly special characteristic 

— after all, music tends to evoke emo- 
tion — but it is when you consider 
that the desire to please dancefloors 
often gets in the way of purer artistic 
or human intentions. 

“This has been a potent topic 
brooding in my mind,” Rahman says 
over Skype. “I love having that initial 
raw primalness of sound, but how 
much of that lo-fi, raw feeling do you 
need to sacrifice to create something 
that people will enjoy? I’m trying to 
inject as much of my soul and my 
feelings into the music with as little 
editing or sugarcoating as possible.” 
So far, this is a balancing act that she’s 
managed to pull off, though her mate- 
rial tends to appeal to more adventur- 
ous DJs, like Berghain resident Nor- 
man Nodge, who used her washed-out 
and contemplative “Rainy Day Juno 
Jam (Legowelt Remix)” as the closer 
on his Berghain 06 mix CD. 

Xosar’s music unfolds sponta- 
neously and unhurriedly, in a way 
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that suggests live playing. That’s 
a reflection of her passion for 
hardware sequencers: She has a col- 
lection of 15 Korg Electribe drum 
machines, which she prefers to use 
along with software programs like 
Ableton Live. “It’s great, there’s so 
much you can do, but for the ADD 
mind of the modern man, [Ableton] 
can be difficult to use,” she says. 
“The Electribe is great because it 
forces you into a workflow. It only 
holds 30 samples, so they have to 
be your favorites. It’s streamlined.” 
She also uses these for her live per- 
formances, which mimic the logic 
of a DJ set. Using three Electribes, 
she’s able to improvise on the fly 
and navigate through the majority 
of her discography. “Like a DJ has a 
record bag, I have a huge song selec- 
tion — all I have to do is remember 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


As You Like It Valentine's Day Party with 
Slow Hands and Worst Friends at Beat- 
box, 10 p.m. Friday, Feb. 14. $10-$20; 
beatboxsf.com 

For a true lover's vibe, it’s hard to beat Slow 
Hands. He's a New York based DJ and pro- 
ducer who trades in a delicate, slowed- 
down disco sound that plays like an 
electronic version of the Isley Brothers’ 
“Between the Sheets.” He graces this year’s 
As You Like It Valentine's Day with a DJ set 
(alongside Tom Croose as duo “Worst 
Friends”) and a live performance. Expect 
hardware and romance. 


Green Gorilla Lounge presents 

Tim Sweeney at Monarch, 9:30 p.m. Fri- 
day, Feb. 14. $8-$15; monarchsf.com 

Tim Sweeney is a man behind a micro- 
phone. He's the likable host of Beats in 
Space, a long-running and highly influential 


program on New York City’s WNYU radio sta- 


tion that focuses on contemporary under- 
ground house and disco sounds. Though 
he's often interviewing DJs, he's also an ac- 
complished selector himself, with a style 
that reflects the eclecticism of his show 
(and the record label that shares its name). 





where the patterns are stored and 
have an idea of how to transition 
in a smooth way. I can feel the vibe 
in the room — if it’s not liking this 
happy upbeat house music, I can 
bring it to a brooding techno 
Berghain vibe.” 

Her live performances are com- 
posed solely of her original produc- 
tions, which means Monarch ought 
to be in for a full dose of feeling 
when Xosar headlines No Way Back 
this Saturday, alongside a live set 
from kindred spirit Legowelt and 
DJ support from local heroes Conor 
and Solar. 


No Way Back with Legowelt, 
Xosar, Conor, and Solar 
at Monarch 


10 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 15. $12-$20; 
monarchsf.com 


Icee Hot presents John Talabot, 

Galcher Lustwerk at Public Works, 10 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 15. $5-$15; publicsf.com 
Good things often come in pairs — that 
seems to be the assumption at Icee Hot this 
weekend. First up is John Talabot, a Barce- 
lona producer whose style adds a sunny 
and pop-like accessibility to varying strains 
of tripped-out house and minimal techno. 
Joining him is Galcher Lustwerk, a rising 
Brooklyn DJ on the hyped White Material la- 
bel, who makes deep, chunky old-school 
New York house beats, and then loosely 
freestyles over them. 


Honey Soundsystem President's Day 
Party at Beatbox, 10 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
16. $10-$15; beatboxsf.com 

It's hard to imagine San Francisco without 
Honey Soundsystem. For the past few years, 
the DJ collective has single-handedly car- 
ried the torch of the city's storied gay dance 
music heritage into the present, with a party 
aesthetic that blends the attention to detail 
of the discotheque years with a soundtrack 
that's five years ahead of everyone else. 
This Sunday the party takes over Beatbox 
for a late-night, residents-only affair. 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space restrictions. To 
have a listing added, contact Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John.Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777- 
1839), or mail (225 Bush St. 17th, Floor, S.F.,CA 94104). To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. Deadline 
is noon Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major shows and special events. 
Call individual clubs for show details. Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings 
rotate regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER; @PILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: OTHEFILLMORE 


1995 GEART (Al PLIMORI) 
SAM FRANCHICO 
SHOW INFO2S 15-34-6000 


CLUBS 


WEDNESDAY 2/12 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 


Coffis Brothers & The Mountain Men, Evan & The 
Eccentrics, 9:30 p.m., $5. 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Desert 


CONCERTS 


WEDNESDAY 2/12 


Biffy Clyro: W/ Morning Parade, 9 p.m., $20. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor Jaap van 
Zweden & violinist Simone Lamsma, 8 p.m., 
$15-$152. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 


THURSDAY 2/13 


Falling in Reverse: W/ Escape the Fate, Chelsea 
Grin, Survive This, 7 p.m., $21-$23. The Regency 
Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Family Crest: W/ Branches, Mr. Kind, 8 p.m., 
$16. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Imagine Dragons: W/ The Naked & Famous, 7 p.m., 
$28-$63.25 advance. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa 
Clara St., San Jose. 

Bettye LaVette: 8 p.m., $45-$55. Jewish Commu- 
nity Center of San Francisco, 3200 California, 
San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 2/14 


98.1 KISS FM Valentine's Super Love Jam: 
W/ Midnight Star; Rose Royce; The Chi-Lites; 
Heatwave; Blue Magic; The Moments; El Chi- 
cano; Tierra; Sly, Slick, and Wicked, 7:30 p.m., 


$28.50-$49.75 advance. SAP Center, 525 W. 
Santa Clara St., San Jose. 

Amon Amarth: W/ Enslaved, Skeletonwitch, 8 
p.m., $25-$27. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Band of Horses: W/ Pink Mountaintops, 8 p.m., $45. 
Palace of Fine Arts, 3301 Lyon, San Francisco. 

Chris Thile: 7:30 p.m., $40-$80. SFJAZZ Center, 
205 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Love at the End of the World: A Valentine's 
Day Concert: W/ Phonochrome, 8 p.m.., free. 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, 
San Francisco. 

Carla Morrison: W/ Sol Pereyra, Jandro, 9 p.m., 
$22. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Origins: A Steven Schick Recital: 8 p.m., $20-$40. 
Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 
3200 California, San Francisco. 

Cécile McLorin Salvant: 7:30 p.m., $10-$60. 
Stanford University, Bing Concert Hall, 327 
Lasuen, Stanford. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ guest conductor Jaap van 
Zweden & violinist Simone Lamsma, 8 p.m., 
$15-$152. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

Tainted Love: W/ Zoo Station, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Thao & The Get Down Stay Down: W/ Sonny & 
The Sunsets, 9 p.m., $20 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 
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Noises, Buckeye Knoll, City of Women, 9 p.m., $10. 
Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Bonnie & The 
Bang Bang, Owl Paws, Popgang DJs, 9 p.m.., free. 
Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Annie Girl & 
The Flight, Balms, Everyone Is Dirty, 8:30 p.m., $7. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Disor- 
der,” w/ Bestial Mouths, All Your Sisters, Cry, DJs 
Russell Butler & Nako Hszm, 10 p.m., $7. 


SATURDAY 2/15 


Alina Ibragimova & Cédric Tiberghie: 7:30 
p.m., $38-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 205 Franklin, 
San Francisco. 

Brandon Boyd & Sons of the Sea: W/ DJ Kilmore, 
9 p.m., $26.50-$38.50 advance. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Chris Thile: 11 a.m., $10-$15. SFJAZZ Center, 205 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: A Night at the Oscars: 8 p.m., 
$31-$146. Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, 
San Francisco. 

JGB with Melvin Seals: 9 p.m., $30. Great Amer- 
ican Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

Kyary Pamyu Pamyu: 8 p.m., $26.50-$100. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

New Century Chamber Orchestra: 8 p.m., $29- 
$59. Jewish Community Center of San Francisco, 
3200 California, San Francisco. 

Nicolas Bearde: All About Love: 8 p.m., $15-$25. 
Musically Minded Academy, 5776 Broadway, 
Oakland. 

Panic! At the Disco: W/ The Colourist, X Ambas- 
sadors, 9 p.m., sold out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 
1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Tainted Love: W/ Petty Theft, 9 p.m., $25. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 2/16 


Avedis Chamber Music Series: Bach & Sons: 2 
p.m., $16-$23. 2 p.m., $16-$23. Florence Gould 
Theater at the Legion of Honor, 100 34th Ave., 
San Francisco. 

Christian Zacharias: 7 p.m., $38-$68. SFJAZZ 
Center, 205 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Finger Lickin’ Fort Mason: 18+ party with Laidback 
Luke, Adventure Club, TJR, DJ Snake, Green 
Lantern, WhiteNoize, 4-10 p.m., $30-$75. Fort 
Mason, Festival Pavilion, Marina, San Francisco. 

Karmin: W/ Bryce Vine, 8 p.m., $25-$32. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Official Finger Lickin’ Fort Mason After Party: 
W/ DJ Snake, Shift K3y, DJ Dials, 10 p.m., 
$25-$40. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, 
San Francisco. 

Charlie Wilson: 7 p.m., $45.75-$85.75. Paramount 
Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland. 

Yuna: W/ Marques Toliver, 8 p.m., $19. Great Amer- 
ican Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 2/17 


Paul Simon & Sting: 7:30 p.m., $40-$275.75 
advance. SAP Center, 525 W. Santa Clara St., 
San Jose. 


TUESDAY 2/18 


2 Chainz: W/ Pusha T, August Alsina, 8 p.m., $39.50. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

San Francisco Contemporary Music Players: 
Triptych: 8 p.m., $12-$30. Yerba Buena Center 
for the Arts, 701 Mission, San Francisco. 
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Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco. Touche Amore, Me- 
without You, Seahaven, Drug Church, 7:30 p.m., $16. 


DANCE 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Qodl,” 
w/ DJs Zach DeVincent, The Ride, Marc Fong, Will 
Spencer, Dan Sherman, and Spesh, 5-10 p.m., $5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “BroMance: A 
Night Out for the Fellas,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m.., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage A 
Go Go,” w/ DJs Damon, Tomas Diablo, & guests, 

9:30 p.m., $5-$10. 

Club X: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. ‘Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance night, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘“‘Housepitality," w/ 
Corey Black, Mike Bee, Joel Conway, Sharon Buck, 
Fil Latorre, more, 9 p.m., $5-S10. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
BoomBox, 9 p.m., $16-$18. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,”" w/ 
resident DJ Tisdale and guests, 7 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Rock the Spot,” 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More, Joshua J, guests, 9 p.m., $3. 


HIP-HOP 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesday,” w/ resident DJs Strategy, Junot, Herb 
Digs, & guests, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Special 
Blend,” w/ resident DJs LazyBoy & Mr. Murdock, 
9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Tyler Weiss, Brandon Eardley, Sweet Water, 8 
p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Gangstagrass, Shovelman, 9 p.m., $10-$13. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Actual 
Wolf, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
DU UY Quintet, 8 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Meridian Gallery: 535 Powell, San Francisco. Meridian 
Composers in Performance: Joshua Allen, 7:30 
p.m., $10. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Mike Lipskin 
Group, 6 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Sherri Roberts, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bao- 
bab!,”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. “Bacha- 
talicious,” w/ DJs Good Sho & Rodney, 7 p.m., $5- 
$10. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin, San Francisco. Bassekou 
Kouyaté & Ngoni Ba, 7:30 p.m., $25-$45. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. How- 
ellDevine, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Leah Tysse, 
9:30 p.m. 
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COUNTRY 


The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
The Lucky Horseshoe House Band, 8:30 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Junior Brown, 8 p.m., $26-$30. 


THURSDAY 2/13 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “Spaceship 
Chaos,” w/ Rafa’s One Man Band, Not Robots, 
Borrowed Trouble, 8 p.m., $5-$10. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Sylvan 
Esso, Pixel Memory, Kitten Grenade, 9 p.m., $12. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Royal Teeth, 
Chappo, Blondfire, 8 p.m., $13-$15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Sandy's, 
Elle Bell, Rustangs, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Li Xi, The 
Pen Test, Brian Tester, DJ Mashi Mashi, 9:30 p.m., $6. 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Golden 
Void, Pontiak, Cy Dune, 7:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Turtle Rising, 
Eyes on the Shore, KnightressM1, 8:30 p.m., $8. 
S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Bronze, Sam 

Flax, Screature, Woman, 9 p.m., $8. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 1650 
Holloway, San Francisco. Hundred Acre Good, Stoics, 
Balms, Dark Satellite, 6 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Breathe Carolina, 
Mod Sun, Ghost Town, Lionfight, 8 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Hazzard’s 
Cure, Lord Dying, Hornss, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. Mark 
Knight, Pheeko Dubfunk, Festiva, 9:30 p.m., $20 
advance. 

Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
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Mali’s Hendrix 


BASSEKOU KOUYATE 


7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 12, at the SFJAZZ 
Center. $25-$45; sfjazz.org. 


The West African spike lute or “ngoni” has a history dating back to the 
14th century, but Malian griot Bassekou Kouyaté has built a reputation 
for pushing the ancient instrument into fresh new territory. A virtuoso 
player who has been developing his skills since he was 12, Kouyaté has 
spent recent years expanding his chosen instrument’s range by adding 
strings and using guitar effect pedals. Alternating between the spike 
lute’s natural percussive twang and a decidedly modern, fuzz-drenched 
tone, Kouyaté embraces the kinship between traditional African sounds 
and the legacy of American blues from Robert Johnson to Jimi Hendrix. 
With wife Amy Sacko providing hypnotic, ululating vocals, Kouyaté as- 
sembled a new lineup of his group Ngoni Ba to capture the politically 
charged songs heard on their latest album, Jama Ko. Recorded amid the 
turmoil of a military coup and conflict with Islamic fundamentalists in 
his native country, the material communicates a passion and urgency 
that transcends all language barriers. Dave Pehling 
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9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Throwback 
Thursdays,” ‘80s night with DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., 
$6 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. ‘’X0,"" w/ DJs 
Astro & Rose, 10 p.m., $5. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJs Pleasuremaker, Sefior 0z, and guests, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$8. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. ‘“‘You're Welcome,” 
w/ Mr. C, Matrixxman, Benjamin K, 9 p.m., free. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 

“Night Fever,” 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Awakening,” 
w/ Congorock, 9 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Decibel,” w/ 
Joe Nice, Sam Supa, Max Ohm, Octopod, Groucho, 
10 p.m., $15. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “Base,” w/ Chris 
Liebing, Alessandro, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. DJ Sticky 
Ricardo, 10 p.m. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. DJ Qbert, Del 
the Funky Homosapien, Dan the Automator, Peace, 
Bambu, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Peaches,” 
w/ lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Windy Hill, The Oly Mountain Boys, 8:30 p.m. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Tipsy 


House, 9 p.m. 
Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Lee DeWyze, 8 p.m., $22-$26. 


JAZZ 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Victor 
Little's Big Hit, 9:30 p.m., $8. 

Brickhouse Cafe: 426 Brannan, San Francisco. Marlina 
Teich Trio, 7 p.m., free. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Dick Fregulia’s 
Good Vibes Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 8 p.m., $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, Second 
Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Primavera, 7 
p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 

Francisco. Stompy Jones, 7:30 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 

7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. N'Rumba, 
DJ Good Sho, 8 p.m., $12. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Makrd, Sol Tevél, benefit concert for the Red Poppy 
Art House, 7 p.m., $10-$100 sliding scale. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Gary Flores & Descarga Caliente, 8 p.m. 


REGGAE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Tarrus Riley 


& Dean Fraser with the Black Soil Band, DJ Smoky, 
Polo Mo'Quuz, Green B, 8 p.m., $20-$40. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Festival ‘68,"" w/ Revival Sound System, Second 
Thursday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Brad 
Wilson Blues Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jose Simioni, 
4 p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Jinx Jones 
& Jessica Rose, 8 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Twang 
Honky Tonk & Country Jamboree,” w/ DJ Little Red 
Rodeo, 7 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Exploratorium: Pier 15, San Francisco. Resonance: 
Unheard Sounds, Undiscovered Music, w/ The Freddy 
McGuire Show (Anne McGuire & Wobbly), 7 p.m., $15. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
Reconnaissance Fly, WhatUke, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


SOUL 


Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. Big 
Blu Soul Revue, Second Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Alice 
Smith, Destani Wolf, 8 p.m., $22. 


FRIDAY 2/14 


ROCK 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Quilt, 
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The Spyrals, Wymond Miles, 9:30 p.m., $10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. The Warlocks, 
The Shivas, Cellar Doors, Denney Yoints, 8:30 
p.m., $10-$13. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: Thith, 
DJ Emotions, 10 p.m., free. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. CCR Head- 
cleaner, Quaaludes, Mane, 9 p.m., $5. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Bermuda Triangle Service, A Carnival of Hours, 
7:30 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “| Haight 
Valentine's Day,” w/ The Fire Department, The Go 
Ahead, SolGanix, 8:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Valentine's 
Day with The Lovemakers, Manics, Everyone Is 
Dirty, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., $12. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
T.E.N.: Thomas Pridgen, Eric McFadden, and Nor- 
wood Fisher (performing the Jimi Hendrix album 
Axis: Bold as Love), in Yoshi's lounge, 10:30 p.m., 
$16-$19. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Lonely 
Hearts Club,” w/ Kaytranada, Sango, Falcons, 
Starship Connection, Iman Omari, Shift K3y, In- 
sightful, Running in the Fog, more, 10 p.m., $17.50 
advance. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “Indie Slash," 
w/ DJs Danny White & Rance, 10 p.m., $5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. “Sum- 
mertime, All the Time,” w/ Viceroy, Penguin Prison 
(DJ set), Surf Ambassador Hendo, 9 p.m., $15-$20 
advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. “As You Like It: 
A Special Valentine's Love Affair,’ w/ Slow Hands, 
Worst Friends, Bells & Whistles, Dao & Pwny, 9 


p.m., $10-$20. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Boy Bar," w/ 
DJ Matt Consola, 9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows: 
Vampire Valentine," w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, 
Melting Girl, Unit 77, and Starr, 9:30 p.m., $7 ($3 
before 10 p.m.). 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Love Bitten x Love 
Smitten: A DJ Fueled Dance Affair,” w/ DJ Don Lynch, 
M.0.M. DJs, 9 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. ‘‘Bitter Ball,” 
w/ Bebe Rexha, DJ Cobra, 99.7 NOW’s Fernando & 
Greg, 10 p.m. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
“Cubcake,” w/ DJ Medic, Second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “HYSL: Handle 
Your Shit Lady,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. “Dirtybird 
Players,” w/ Justin Martin, Christian Martin, J.Phlip, 
Worthy, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Vinyl Affair,” w/ Mark 
Farina, Pezzner, Lurob, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Green Gorilla 
Lounge: Valentine's Day Discotech,” w/ Tim Swee- 
ney, Anthony Mansfield, DJ M3, 9:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

Project One: 251 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “Eight- 
fold,’ w/ DJs Augustine, Dave Mak, Dano, and Tuhin 
Roy, 9 p.m., $8 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Garage Mahal: 
Caravan of Love,” w/ Dusty, Laura McGourty, 
Deckard, Tamo, ViaJay, Mancub, Shooey, DingDong, 
Mace, more, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Bad Boy Bill, 
Tommie Sunshine, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Pound Puppy: 
Puppy Love,” w/ DJs Taco Tuesday, Chip Mint, and 
CarrieOnDisco, 9 p.m. 
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VDAY 3-COURSE 
DINNER & SHOW 


[trtses+s GET TICKETS AT yoshis.com -------- 
SAN FRANCISCO oakland 


Wed, Peb i” Wed, Feb i2 - 


mnt DAVID LINDLEY 
JUNIOR BROWN | eres <n 
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“© ERIC DARIUS 


Fri, 
A Valentine's Day Concert with 


JAZZ IN P!NK 





Fet i4- aan rome 
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| Valentine's Weekend w/ Special }.coerse prit fee menu 
IRMA THOMAS 666664606666 aneE ENDS 6666664 
Pri. Pel t4- - we ls 
LEN. performs Jimi Hendrix featuring lane Eugene 


‘wi Thomas Pridgen, Eric McFadden & 
_ Norwood Fisher 
Sua, Feb c 


PIERS FACCIN & DOM LA WENA 


Tie, 


~ D> Sen. Feb 16 


> ) ROY ROGERS & Ti Dik 


w/ special queet Cars Bayes 





Men. Pel 97 « Mowotts Meewet (SD Ries 
CAVA MENZIES & NICK PHILLIPS 


A Tus, Pet 16 
So Wadi Gras with 


HENRY CLEMENT 
& THE GUMBO BAND 


Feb i= 


THE TOMMY IGOE Ble 34ND 
Whe amiiewiageLiiiie: @ | a) ep 


wi weet 


ANE BRIN 





Wed, Feb 19 
w/ spectal guest Linnea Olsson CURTIS MAYFIELD SUPERIL! [REBUT] HOW 
Tha Peb 2 - Mastet by Filmore Slim 


= ; sass 
Pa;) el ee 


BIG DADDY KANE 
w/ full band 


ik NARADA MICHAEL WALDEN BIND 


ri Poh a1 


ste ou ye 


JON MCLAUGHLIN (solo) 


Fri Fob 91 


__DEAD PREZ 


Feb 22 


ICONS OF FUNK 


eet les Mocentell Bere Werrel 
St “loc Ceckte Deberos 6 bower Poephes 


Fri-Sat, ro ah - az 


herttergi as | 


THE ASSOCIATION 


Sen. FPeh #2 


KIHO'ALU 
HAWAIIAN SLACK KEY GUITAR TOUR 


50 CHOARCAOCRO WEST 5250 9200 





15350 FILLMORE ST. 415 655 5600 


VIP Membership Clet tor foshi's SF + Dablaad © Details at www peshis con/vip 


qs’ 


For tickets & current show inte 


ip) YOSHIS.COM / 415-655-5600 / 510-238-9200 
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TEMPLE & LARA BRASIL 


4TH ANNUAL CARNAVAL CIRCUS! 


THURSDAY FEB 13 
MARK KNIGHT 


Ze 
a ane C=’ 


FRIDAY FEB 14 
VICEROY + PENGUIN PRISON 


SATURDAY FEB 15 
TREASURE FINGERS 


ST wm 
ot Ad 


— 


SUNDAY FEB 16 
BAG RAIDERS (DJ SET) 


FRIDAY FEB 21 
THE KNOCKS (DJ SET) 


i yD Ls 
\ oe ' - . 
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rye sy 
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Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. ‘‘Love Me: A Second Base Valentine's Event,” 
w/ Phutureprimitive, Jocelyn, Dulce Vita, Dutch, 
Neptune, Baron Von Spirit, more, 9 p.m., $15-$30. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘‘Red, White, and 
Sexy,” w/ Rainbow Party, Reflkta, Sebastian Concha, 
Mikey Tan, Hardy, 10 p.m., $15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. ‘Sound Addic- 
tion,” w/ Techminds, Felnlove, DJ Nile, Sam F, 10 
p.m., $10-$30. 

W San Francisco: 181 Third St., San Francisco. Valentine's 
Day Dance Party with DJ Aykut & Dr. T, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Hellfyre 
Club Night, w/ Busdriver, Milo, Open Mike Eagle, 
Nocando, 9 p.m., $15. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Heartbeat,” 
w/ resident DJ Strategy, Second Friday of every 





You'll Love Her 


month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m). 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “The Hustle," 
w/ DJs Sake One & Sean G, Second Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 ith St., San Francisco. Blackalicious, Jahi 
& The Life, Antique Naked Soul, 9 p.m., $25. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Valen- 
tine’s Day Special: Bad Relationships & Breakup 
Songs, Hosted by Tommy P., 7 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. “Hillbilly 
Robot: An Urban Americana Music Event,” w/ The 
James King Band, Windy Hill, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Jimmy 
Ryan Quintet, Second Friday of every month, 5:30 
p.m., free. 


Nick Walker 


THAO AND THE GET DOWN STAY DOWN 


With Sonny and the Sunsets. 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 

14, at the Fillmore. $20; thefillmore.com. 

Everyone has to start somewhere. For Thao Nguyen — leader of S.F. band 
Thao and the Get Down Stay Down — the point of origin was her mom’s 
laundromat in Virginia. When she wasn't helping out customers, a tween 
Nguyen was strumming covers of “Brown Eyed Girl” and “Everybody 
Hurts,’ and trying to write her own material. She sang solely to try her 
songs out, holding at first zero desire to front a band. Good thing she 
changed her mind. 2012’s We the Common — the third record from the Get 
Down Stay Down — takes a deep drink from a well of indie rock and folk, 
pairing her agile, unexpectedly powerful voice with catchy lead guitar and 
banjo parts, plus thicker bass lines that are a product of Nguyen pulling 
1990s hip-hop influences into the fold. The frontwoman guides We the 
Common with skill and surety, juxtaposing cozy, sprightly tunes (the major- 
ity of the record) with drowsy downers that aren't afraid to get teary-eyed. 


Reyan Ali 
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GENERAL & SUPER FAN BADGES ON SALE NOW! 


FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 2, 2014 
DR. DOG - REAL ESTATE - MARK KOZELEK 


(OF SUN KIL MOON & RED HOUSE PAINTERS) 


BOB WOULD - “Haars AUDION : SUBVERTICUL 


25 LARS OF WOREBOOE 


COM TRUISE - LORD HURON - ROGUE WAVE - THROWING MUSES - BEARBYMAN 
LABYTRON:.. ° COLD CAVE - 10 AGE - MAJICAL CLOUBZ - SUIRBAZZ PALACES 
MIKAL CRONIN - ZC ROGUE - BLERCHED - EL TEN ELEVEN - TRAILS AND WAYS 
MICTHER FRLGON - THE FRESH & OMLYS <: THE LIWOUSLIES - SONNY & THE SUNSETS 
SUPERNUMANGIDS - THE SOFT WHITE SITIES - PRINTED PALMS - CITIES OVW 
COURTNEY BARNETT - DIGITRL MYSTIKZ - SOCIAL STUDIES - THE DOMKEYS - i0 .. 
KELELA - DOMINANT LESS - MARK MULCAHY - BROODS - PAPERCUTS - VETIVER 
RARK ETZEL - GRMLN - TERRY MALTS - PHANTOMS - IATTSON 2 - JON GINGLI 
BOTTOMLESS PIT - 3.) RASHAD - VIKESH KAPOOR - SHINT MOGH - WRITERS 
TE. CARMINE ° FOXTRILS BRIGADE ° HiESES SUUNTEY - FREE SALAMANDER EXHIGIT 
CHERTRHS - THE SHE'S - THE TAMBO RAYS - DREN BOYS - ASTR... > KINS 
AND MANY, MANY MORE 
GUPTI eo TENE AUIBLIE Mots Pop Pesta won 'se wanstorming tne stensing donige sents an 

gallery space Into a multimedia wonderland that will operate as the fes- 


FEBRUGRY 25-MARCH 2, 2014 tival’s beating heart and the perfect home base to handle all your Noise 
1999 BRYANT STREET Pop needs. 
SAN FRANCISCO. C& 94110 

















Partners include Juxtapoz, 7x7, Yours Truly, YPlan, and many more. 
All events are 21 and over. 





FOR FESTIVAL BADGES, TICKETS ee EN | SP lan, ppt semnsermmacen ‘ticket ty 
AND MORE INFORMATION |  @42 a aie Saceaiaiai 
VISIT NOISEPOP.COM/2014 zipcar® = A’ SEER mnzette GHADER 
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668 HAIGHT SI. (at Pierce St.) 
415-558-8375 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES + BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


v @DANNYCOYLES f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
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open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7P.M. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 
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Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7:30 
& 10 p.m., $24. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Lori Carsillo, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Cafe Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Tristan Norton 
Quartet, 9 p.m. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Best 
Coast Jazz Composers Series #4: Ben Goldberg, 
7:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Palace Hotel: 2 New Montgomery, San Francisco. 
The Klipptones, 8 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 


SS MEZZANINE 
| HU FEBRUARY 13 - SPI 


hl FEBRUARY 14-9P/V/ 


SAT FEBRUARY 15 - 9PIV 


THU FEBRUARY 20 - 9PIV 


‘ 


? 4 MOUSE OF MEZZANINE 


Ss 3 


0) DON CANNON 

THE TWELYES 

NOISE POP COM TRUISE 
NOISE POP BEARD YMAN 

| BOG 

| 8006 

FUTURE FRIDAYS POSSO 
git mial 

GU! BORRATO 

HOUSE OF MEZZANINE MK 
TENSNAKE 

REBITH BRASS GAND 
BUNS & RIREO BANG? 
POLISH AMBASSADOR 
FUTURE FRIDAYS srvc wear: 
SWESKY SOUND SYSTEM 
DUKE DUMONT 

FLIGAT FACILITIES 

i ua! 

FUTURE FRIDAYS ore 


VC CLeNINIcY COW 14 


MUSIC 


Valentine's Day Party with Jeri Brown & Woody 
Woods, 7:30 p.m., $10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Petrojvic 
Blasting Co., 7 p.m., $7-$10. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Taste 
Fridays, featuring local cuisine tastings, salsa 
bands, dance lessons, and more, 7:30 p.m., $15 
(free entry to patio). 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Mazacote, 10 p.m. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Orquesta 
Conquistador Quartet, 7 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Janam, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 


BLUES 


Lou’s Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 


26 BEERS ON DRAUGHT 


EXTENSIVE BOTTLED BEER LIST 
SPECIALTY BELGIAN & MICROBREWS 


HAPPY HOUR 


4-7PM TUES-FRI 


ALL DRAUGHTS 
AIP Sante 


MON-THURS 12-4PM 


DOMESTIC 
CRAFT BEER 
W/ PURCHASE OF SANDWICH 


3159 16TH ST 


(BTWN VALENCIA & GUERRERO) 
GESTALTSF.COM | OPEN DAILY | 12PM-2AM 


CQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


AUTHENTIC 


WINUS 





] 























HERE 


2566 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 


Little Wolf & The HellCats, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & 
The KingTones, Second Friday of every month, 4 
p.m.; Delta Wires, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Marshall Law 
Band, 9 p.m. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
RonKat Spearman's Valentine Luv Fest with Katdelic, 
Pamela Parker, DJ Be Smiley, 9:30 p.m., $12-$15. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
The Pimps of Joytime, Solwave, 9 p.m., $20-$22. 


SOUL 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. The Seshen, Zakiya Harris, Okapi Sun, 9 
p.m., $12-$15. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Night- 
beat,” w/ DJs Primo, Lucky, and Dr. Scott, Second 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “Yo 
Momma: M.0.M. Weekend Edition,” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza, Second Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 
(free before 10 p.m.). 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Valentine's Weekend with Irma Thomas, Feb. 14-15, 
8 & 10 p.m., $24-$49. 


SATURDAY 2/15 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Mondo 
Generator, White Barons, Turbonegra, 10 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Summer Set, acoustic performance of Legendary, 
8 p.m., $20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Secret Chiefs 
3, Mirthkon, 9 p.m., $20-$22. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Aa, Alan 
Watts, Wand, Violent Vickie, 9 p.m., $8. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Charmless, The Skinny Guns, The Tenderloins, on 
the downstairs stage, 9 p.m., $5. 

Slim's: 333 1ith St., San Francisco. Zepparella, Skip 
the Needle, 9 p.m., $18. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. First 
Annual Bay Area Record Label Fair (B.A.R.F.), 
featuring live music by Dog Party, Cocktails, Twin 
Steps, and Al Lover, plus record label merch from Fat 
Wreck Chords, Castle Face, Polyvinyl, Slumberland 
Records, Alternative Tentacles, 1-2-3-4 Go!, Tricycle, 
Loglady, Empty Cellar, Father/Daughter, Moon Glyph, 
Antenna Farm, and more, 12-5 p.m.., free. 


DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Pance Darty,” 
w/ Jjaaxxnn & Duke, Third Saturday of every month, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Audio Discotech: 316 tith St., San Francisco. Treasure 
Fingers, Dr. Fresch, Sunwoo, 9 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1ith St., San Francisco. “Sandstorm: 
The Official Afterparty of Oasis,” w/ DJ Tristan 
Jaxx (starts 4 a.m. Sunday morning), $15-$20; 
“Bearracuda Goes Pop,” w/ DJs Rotten Robbie & 
MC2, 9 p.m., $6-$10. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “New Wave 
City: New Romantic Night,” w/ DJs Skip, Shindog, 
Low-Life, and Danny White, 9 p.m., $7-$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ A+D, DJ Dcnstrct, Becky Knox, DJ MC2, Guy Ru- 
ben, Myster C, Mr. Washington, drag performances 
by The Monster Show, more, 9 p.m., $10-$15. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “The Show: 
Superfreg,” w/ David Scuba, Ben Seagren, Dean 
Samaras, Alex Windsor, Lick the DJ, 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. Saint Pepsi, Glenn 
Jackson, Hawtline, Cool Greg, Pyramids, Bobby 
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Peru, Neto, Witowmaker, 9 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

Lexington Club: 3464 19th St., San Francisco. ‘’S.0.S. 
Saturday,” w/ DJ Footy, 9 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Fringe,’ w/ DJs Blondie K & subOctave, Third Satur- 
day of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 p.m.). 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. ‘‘Oasis,"" w/ 
Mickey Friedmann, Misha Skye, Maya Simantov, 
9 p.m., $45. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. ‘‘Bass Cabaret: Bonnie 
& Clyde's Valentine,” w/ Lafa Taylor, VibeSquaD, 
Jocelyn, more, 10 p.m., $22 advance. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “The Queen Is 
Dead: Second Annual ‘I Know You're Unloveable’ 
Ball," w/ DJs Jacob Fury, Mario Muse, and Maren 
Christensen, 9 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “No Way Back,” 
w/ Legowelt, Xosar, Conor, Solar, 10 p.m., $15. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Electric Nos- 
talgia," w/ DJ Dials (LCD Soundsystem DJ set) and 
Motion Potion (Talking Heads DJ set), 9 p.m., $6-S10; 
“Icee Hot,” w/ John Talabot, Galcher Lustwerk, 
Ghosts on Tape, Shawn Reynaldo, DJ Will (in the 
main room), 10 p.m., $5-$15 advance. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Dannic, Trevor 
Simpson, 9 p.m., $20-$30 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “UnderBear: 
The Cubhouse,” 9 p.m., free. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Electric 
WKND," w/ The Certain People Crew, 10 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “The Fourth 
Annual Carnaval Circus," w/ The Funk Phenome- 
non (Lucas Med & Bryan Boogie), Reggie Soares, 
Fausto Sousa, Roberto Martins, DJ Bizkit, 10 p.m., 
free. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Tall Sasha, 10 
p.m., $10-$30. 


HIP-HOP 


111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Shine,” 
Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Swagger Like 
Us," 9 p.m., $3. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Craig G, Scarub, Eddie K, Gigio, Telli Prego, 
AgentStrik9, Spank Pops, DJ T.D. Camp, 9 p.m., $8- 
$12. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “The Bump,” 
w/ The Whooligan, Third Saturday of every month, 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


HAZZARD'S CURE 
LORD DYING 
HORNSS 


PROFANS & FATHER/DAUGHTER RECORDS PRESENT: 
ISTANNUALBAYAREA @ 
RECORD LABEL FAIR (B.A.R.F.) 


SHELBY ASH PRESENTS: 


BIG JUGS 
WOLF HAMLIN 
KEMO SABE 
THREE TIMES BAD 


ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS = @ 
FRANKIE BOOTS AND THE COUNTY LINE 


LIFE LEONE, WILD WILD WETS, DAIKON 
THE STICHES. MODERN ACTION 

THE RICHMOND SLUTS, LAZERWOLF 
ORIGINAL FAMOUS TWANG SUNDAYS - 

THE PULLMEN, JOSHUA POWELL & THE 

GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY, BONNIE SUN 

DAVE HAUSE, NORTHCOTE 

MADBALL, TWITCHING TONGUES, BORN LOW, 
NEVER HEALED 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “The 
Booty Bassment," w/ DJs Dimitri Dickinson & Ryan 
Poulsen, Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Showdown: 10 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Purple,” 
w/ resident DJs ChaunceyCC & Party Pablo, Third 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Jordan 
Singh VanderBeek, 7 p.m. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
High Country, The Lucky Horseshoe Bluegrass 
Band, 8:30 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Bombadils, 9 p.m. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. “Hillbilly 
Robot: An Urban Americana Music Event,” w/ Big 
Jugs, Wolf Hamlin & The Front Porch Drifters, Kemo 
Sabe, Three Times Bad, 9 p.m., $13. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Shantytown, 
9:30 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. The Monroe 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 7 p.m., $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc’’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Sophisticated Ladies, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Byrds of a Feather, 7:30 p.m., $8. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin, San Francisco. Kate 
McGarry & Keith Ganz, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 
7 & 8:30 p.m., $30. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Chris Duggan, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Pepe y Su 
Orquesta, DJ EMV, 8 p.m., $15. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Orquesta La Clave, 10 p.m. 


HUGE OUTDOOR PATIO 


LIVE MUSIC 
EVERY OTHER SATURDAY 


DJS WED-SUN NIGHT 


4 POOL TABLES ¢ BEER PONG 


30 BEERS ON TAP 
NEW SPECIALS MONTHLY 


ole) ai s—m ol—la 
OPEN MON-SAT NOON-2AM, SUN 10AM-2AM 
JUST OFF 19TH AVE | 7 CAMBON DR 


415-584-4445 


FIND US ON 
WWW.PARK77BAR.COM 


*49.95 Couples Package includes: 
Entry for Two 
3 Course Prix Fixe Dinner for Two 
Table Dance with Your Favorite Hustler Honey 


aiciclis\as|@ =) (0)s.0)) (>) mah (0/8108 = \c1s (018 


www. hustierclubst.com #hustlercubst 
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Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Mano 
Cherga Band, 9:30 p.m., free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 9:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Titan 
Ups, Burnt, 7:30 p.m., $8. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Rick 
Estrin & The Nightcats, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tony Perez & 
Second Hand Smoke, Third Saturday of every month, 


4 p.m.; Curtis Lawson, 9:30 p.m. 
FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Wicked Mercies, Eliquate, DJs Lydia & Mike, 9:30 
p.m., $10-$15. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
The Pimps of Joytime, Myron & E, 9 p.m., $20-$22. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Saturday 
Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, 
and Paul Paul, Third Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Valentine's Weekend with Irma Thomas, Feb. 14-15, 

8 & 10 p.m., $24-$49. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


\A 





WEAR RED! 
BOOTIE PLAYS TWISTED 
TT 
ALL NIGHT LONG! 


iP): COOKIE DOUGH 
PRESENTS THE 


MOnSteR 


OrAG SHoW 


‘i 


LOUNGE: 


A.D.D. 


ATTENTION DEFICIT DISCO 
wits o& DENSTRCT 


LOFT: 
MOnSteR ELeCtrO 


HoUsE PArtY 
wit DJ MC2 & GUY RUBEN 


DAZZLE ROOM: 


MON-STOP MASHUP DRAG SHOW Ya MAMMA ‘S$ 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


BASEMENT 


A PLUS D sewysterc:« me. wasnincton 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15 


FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 


37S ELEVENTH STREET @ HARPESON, & 
PW- OP TENOUES - 1) SLO 


a+ w 
eh - BOOTIES? CON 


SnP os Le) 615 AVANCE TU @ OR ALOUNMGE CIN 
FREE BOOTIE MASHUP Che TO THE FRET 00 PEOPLE! 
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SUNDAY 2/16 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Jesus Sons, Down & Outlaws, Psychic Jiu-Jitsu, 9 
p.m., $5-S7. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Gorilla 
Music Battle of the Bands: Finals, w/ Mythra, 
The Only Ocean, Nightrail, They Went Ghost, As 
Small As Giants, Flip & The European Mutts, Pyrite 
Sidewalk, Wonderland Syndrome, The Guverment, 
Vulturegeist, Maxwell Powers, 5:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Violent Change; 
Turner; The Reds, Pinks, and Purples, 9 p.m., 

$3. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. New 
Politics, Magic Man, Sleeper Agent, 8 p.m., sold out. 


WAN | 
re 


MONARCH 


WED FEB 12 


COLOR ME BADD 
WEEKLY COLORING 
AMAZING HOUR! 

DJ MATT HAZE / DJ ALARM 
HOST BROKE ASS STUART 
(5:30-9:30P / NO COVER) 


THUR FEB 13 


ADVANCED DRUM 
& BASS 


ADEPT / JOEY MOJO 
PROFESSOR BANG 
RICKY SWITCH / 
SHADOW SPIRIT / JOE MOSEPAD 
(FREE BEFORE 10P / $5 AFTER) 
FRI FEB 14 
GREEN GORILLA LOUNGE 
PRESENTS 


TIM SWEENEY (NYC) 
ANTHONY MANSFIELD / DJ M3 
SAT FEB 15 
NO WAY BACK PRESENTS 


LEGOWELT (NL) 


XOSAR / CONAR / SOLAR 
SUN FEB 16 


RELOAD SUNDAYS 
BOB CAMPBELL 
NACKT 
KEITH KRAFT 
(NO COVER BEFORE 10P) 


MON FEB 17 


MANIC MONDAYS 


DJ MEI-LWUN + FRIENDS 
(tooo 7359) 


TUE FEB 18 
SOUND PIECES PRESENTS 


YOUNGSTA (UK) 
TRUTH (NZ) 
MONARCHSF.COM 
AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30PM - 7:30PM 
SATURDAY - SUNDAY 8:00PM - 2:00AM 
LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 


101 6TH ST. SF 
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Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Surf Music 
Extravaganza with The Deadlies & The Reefriders, 
3 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1ith St., San Francisco. ‘Fools 
in the Night,” w/ Bag Raiders, The Schmidt, 9 p.m., 
$20-$25 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 Iith St., San Francisco. “Discothéque,” w/ 
DJs Razor & Guido and David Harness (starts 3 a.m. 
Monday morning), $15-$20; “Union,” w/ DJs Steve 
Sherwood & Craig Gaibler, 5-10 p.m., $5; “Honey 
Soundsystem: President's Day,” 10 p.m., $10- 
$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub Mis- 
sion," w/ Roommate, DJ Sep, DJ Beset, 9 p.m., 
$6-$9. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ Yutaka, 
Joanna 0, Kimba, Jamal, Lukeino, 10 p.m., free. 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Sunday 
Sessions,” w/ DJ Marc deVasconcelos, 9 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Disco Daddy," 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, 7 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Massive: 
S.F. Bear Weekend 2014,” w/ DJs Mike Biggz & 
LoonETech, 6 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘‘Sunset Arcade,"’ 
18+ dance party & game night, 9 p.m., $10. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Frank Fairfield, 
Devine's Jug Band, Meredith Axelrod, 8 p.m., $10. 





Rap Reboots 


2 CHAINZ 


With Pusha T and August Alsina. 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 

18, at the Fox Oakland. $39.50; thefoxoakland.com. 

Of the many potential knocks against the rap game, one thing you can’t say 
is that it has no tolerance for second acts. Maybe more so than other pe- 
formers, rappers are free to recycle themselves into new monikers and 
modes to fit the times. Even ex-prison guards and grizzled sidemen can 
cast themselves as rising stars if they can just invent a clever-enough new 
origin myth, or create enough hype. One such figure is Tauheed Epps, once 
obscurely known as Tity Boi, now ubiquitous as the more family friendly 2 
Chainz, who might be the only rapper to guest on tracks by both Waka 
Flocka Flame and Fall Out Boy — and who assuaged any doubt that he was 
in fact a cartoon on two semi-serious (and successful) studio albums. Simi- 
larly, Pusha T found plenty of early aughts success as one half of Virginia 
Beach rap duo Clipse, but now wears the mantle of the hungry rookie in 
support of My Name Is My Name, a long-awaited solo debut that finally 
came out last fall. Both are veterans of the guest-verse circuit and have un- 
even musical pasts — but rap is always about the present, and right now, 


they’re on top. Ian S. Port 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


INTRODUCING HOUSE OF MEZZANINE 3 


A NEW MONTHLY HOUSE MUSIC PARTY 


THU. FEBRUARY 20 | 9PM 
PAT MAHONEY (oF Lcd SoUNDSYTEM) 


MUSEUM OF LOVE (DFA) + CURSES 
EUG + RICHIE PANIC + KEVIN MEENAN 


MEZZANINE 444 JESSIE ST. 21+ 
TIT0’S VODKA & HEINEKEN SPECIALS ALL NIGHT LONG 


Zt f ? : 
i) 


APOTHECARIUM 


r 


5 A WN FR AWC mC O 





A HUNKA HUNKA 
BURNIN LOVE! 


APOTHECARIUMSFE.COM/MENU 


LONLY OMCUIVILLALS WET LEGALLY EPC EMI NIZE) WMEDORAL ~ANNABS IDENTIFICATION CARDS 
t Pehet STON TLS PLETE WELO_A! © ANNARYS FP Oet 4 Pe we be 
LAY CORTAIN METME ATL CANNABIS AT METROCALL CANNABIS TOWERS AR ES 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





FIRE OG KUSH 





Valentine's Day 2014 + Friday February 14th 


COUPLES RECEIVE FREE ADMISSION 
COME ENJOY 2-4-1 LAP DANCES 


552 Broadway - North Beach 


WWWw.roari ng2(ss { Arn 
415 788 6765 Open Noon til 2am 


@SF_Roaring20s #Roaring20eSF 
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Make-Out Room 
-~, 


WEDNESDAY 2/12 AT 6PM, NO COVER! 


CREPUSCULE 
DJ 2LOOSE 
POST PUNK, NEW WAVE, CINEMATIQUE 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! FREE! FREE! 
DJS CLUTCH & SIKK LAFFTER PRESENT: 


MUSICAL CHAIR DANCE PARTY! 
THURSDAY 2/13 AT 7PM, $8 
GOLDEN VOID * CY DUNE « PONTIAK 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM, FREE! 


SOUL: IT'S THE REAL THING! 
WITH THE SELECTER DJ KIRK & JON BLUNCK 
60S & 70S SOUL 


TL Le 
BERMUDA TRIANGLE SERVICE 


A CARNIVAL OF HOURS W/ DOMINIC EAST 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 BEFORE 11, $10 AFTER 


LOOSE JOINTS 
DJ TOM THUMP/DAMON BELL/CENTIPEDE 


FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/LATIN/AFRO-BEAT 


SATURDAY 2/15 AT 7:30PM, $8 
TITAN-UPS ¢ BURNT 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
W/ ROGER MAS Y EL KOOL KYLE 
CUMBIA/DANCEHALL/SALSA/HIP-HOP 


SUNDAY 2/16 AT 8PM, FREE FREE FREE! 


FRISCO DISCO! 
DISCO NO LONGER SUCKS! 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/ U 
CLASSIC DISCO/WAVE/FUNK/SOUL/GROOVE/HIP-HOP 


MONDAY 2/17 7:30PM, FREE! 


SAD BASTARD’S CLUB 
BRIAN MELLO » KATIE KNOX + TIM COHEN 
ALEX OROPEZA * TOM HEYMAN 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM, FREE! 


WHISKEY RIVER 
DJ HANDLEBARS & DJ PRETTY RICKY 


ea 
WRITE CLUB! 


WE PUNCH YOU W/ OUR WORD FISTS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM, FREE! 
LOST & FOUND 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
DJS LUCKY, PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY 2/19 AT 7PM, FREE! 


THE GORILLA PRESS POETRY SERIES 
JENNIFER S CHENG » ALEXANDRA NAUGHTON 
TOMAS MONIZ » KWAN BOOTH + AMY K BELL 
SARAH HEADY ¢ MC DANIEL SUAREZ & Di CL 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM, FREE! 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
80S DANCE PARTY 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
80S GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, & MORE! 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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THUR CYST) ie are iteesy liners ar 


213 |AFROLICIOUS 


9:30PM 


MILO 
OPEN MIKE EAGLE 


NOCANDO 
SAT Sunnis oy 


SOUL PARTY 


with DJs 
LUCKY, PAUL PAUL, 
AND PHENGREN OSWALD 


$5 discount in semi-formal attire 


—ADUB MISSION 


a6 presents a Bay Area-exclusive show: 


$6 apv/| !he return of 


(Avocaudio/King Dubbist) 
plus DJ SEP & 
DJ BESET (north Bay) 


Open 5pm-2am 


LL Al Night Forro Party 
gem |PORRETA: 
$7 /SEREIAS DO PIFE (live) 
plus DJ LUCIO K, 
DJ CARIOCA, MC PSHOT 
WED (a eas 


ag iN i 


(Alternative Tentacles) 
(Record Release Show), 


FUTURE TWIN, 


BUFFALO TOOTH, 
COMEDIAN GEORGE CHEN, 


a1; :t:9 Afro-lropi-Electric-Samba-Funk 


AFROLICIOUS 


with DJs/Hosts 


FRI (a eas 


221 |SADAT X (0% Brand Nubian} 
(0PM JEL DA SENSEI (Artifacts), 
QWEL & MAKER (Galapagos 4) 
SAT (a ees 
NTE & 


um LA GE 
su |THE CONGRESS 


UPCOMING 
SUN 2/23 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP, 
DADDY SPLEECE 
MON 2/24 SLOWED/THROWED 
TUE 2/25 HIP HOP/ COMEDY SHOW 
ADVANCED TICKETS: BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 
647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 


~ 3200 24th Street @ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 : 


Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM ¢ Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD * MUSIC 
THU 2/13 7PM 3/4 ADV / $18 D DOOR 


lat 02126 7PM S10 ADV / $12 DOOR 


(GIRLS + BOYS, JILL COHN 


THUR 2/27 7PM SI7 ADV / $22 se 


VIGTORIAGEORGE — 


“W/JESSEBREWSTER 
FRI 2/28 8PM si8 ADV/ aS DOOR 
23RD ANNUAL MARDI 


GRAS MAMBOFEST 


W/ RHYTHMTOWN-JIVE & ZYDECO 
FLAMES & SPECIAL GUEST RAHNI RAINES 


Al5- 288- 3850 | SWE 
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Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Olivia 
Clayton, Jeremy Hatch, Travis Barnes, 6 p.m. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Peter 
Bradley Adams, Ghost & Gale, 7 p.m., $12. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. The Barren 
Vines, 5 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun 
with Jack Gilder, Kevin Bernhagen, and Richard 
Mandel, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Snow 
Angel, 8 p.m., free. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Piers Faccini, Dom La Nena, 7 p.m., $20-$24. 


JAZZ 


Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 7 p.m., $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Cot- 
tontails, Third Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

SFJAZZ Center: 205 Franklin, San Francisco. Kate 
McGarry & Keith Ganz, in the Joe Henderson Lab, 
5:30 &7 p.m., $25. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Brazil 
& Beyond,” 6:30 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. “The Flamenco Room,” 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Jason 


USI BOPKTAICS - POO 





THURS 2/13: 

OKCUPID SINGLES EVENT 
FOR 21-34 YRS OLD (OKCUPID.COM) 
MOOLICIOUS CREPES 


AND DANCE KARAOKE 
WITH DJ PURPLE (9 PM ON) 


FRI 2/14 


THE HUSTLE 
BROKEN HEARTS EDITION AND SEAN 
G BIRTHDAY (TRAP, HIP HOP, SLAP) 


SAT 2/15 


ELECTRIC WEEKEND 
(NEW WAVY BANGERS, ELECTRONIC, INDIE) 


TUES 2/18 
TACO TUESDAYS 





~ 415-558-8521 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
- One block from Bart - 


RSVPORMATEISFCOM - 


King Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson St., San Francisco. 
Sam Johnson, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. King Perkoff, 
4 p.m.; Silvia C, Third Sunday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m. 


MONDAY 2/17 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
The Lawrence Arms, Nothington, Great Apes, 8 
p.m., $20. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Waters, Farallons, Mornings, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. ‘Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘“Vienetta 
Discotheque,” w/ DJs Stanley Frank and Robert 
Jeffrey, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Windy Hill, Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Sad 
Bastard Club,” Third Monday of every month, 7:30 
p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro," 7 p.m., free. 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


THE WARLOCKS 
W/ THE SHIVAS, CELLAR 
tole) CM DIAC LE 


AMERICAN HEAD 


CHARGE 
W/ RIGHTEOUS VENDETTA, 
CATHARCIS 


DARK TRANQUILITY 
W/ OMNIUM GATHERUM, 
EXMORTUS, ALTERBEAST 


PENTAGRAM 

W/ RADIO MOSCOw, 
KINGS DETROY, 
BEDRUCKEN 


NOISE POP PRESENTS: 


THE LIMOUSINES 
W/ NOVA ALBION, TAXES 


THE MOTH 


NS 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


LN =e) cio) eb 
AS THE PALACES BURN 
tes Seo ST Ted) 


WE Sea THE BREAD 
W/ H BUTTE 
KING LOSES. CROWN 


TERMINATOR TOO: 
JUDGEMENT PLAY 


(FROM THE POINT BREAK LIVE TEAM) 
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The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Marilyn Cooney, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Zili Misik, 
9 p.m., $8. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ I&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Jeremy 
Spencer & Band, 8 p.m., $22-$25. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. The Bachelors, 
9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 2/18 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Bill Baird, Brova, 
The Dirty Snacks Ensemble, Beast Nest, 9 p.m. 
Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Island of Black & White, Mosshead, Mondo Deco, 

9:30 p.m., $5. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
The Lawrence Arms, Nothington, Great Apes, 8 
p.m., $20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Converse 
Rubber Tracks Live: Bl’ast!, Lecherous Gaze, Hot 
Lunch, 8 p.m., free with RSVP. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. American 
Head Charge, Righteous Vendetta, Catharsis, 7 
p.m., $12-$15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Foli, Animal Eyes, 
We Are the Men, 7 p.m., $5. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Couches, 
Fish Breath, Command Control, 8:30 p.m., $6. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. A Million 
Billion Dying Suns, The Tropics, Buzzmutt, 9:30 
p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Deep, Dark, and 
Dangerous,” w/ Youngsta, Truth, Vilify, 10 p.m., $15. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Song- 
writer in Residence: Paige Clem, continues through 
Feb. 25. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Noah Gunderson, Carly Ritter, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisidin 

with Autumn Rhodes & Pat O'Donnell, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 

Drizzoletto, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Biscuits and Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. The 
Robert Stewart Experience, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., 
$15. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton St., San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sharman Duran, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Francisco. Hot 

Club Pacific, 7:30 p.m. 

Yoshi's San Francisco: 1330 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Tommy Igoe Big Band, 8 p.m., $22. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Cocomo: 650 Indiana, San Francisco. Salsa 


(A415) 989-7666 © 12PM - 2AM 


LEAH TYSSE 



































WED 2/12 


THU 2/13 JOSE SIMIONI (4PM - 8PM) 


CHRIS COBB (9:30PM - 1:30AM} 
FRI 2/14 JINX JONES (4PM - 8PM) 
DELTA WIRES (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


SAT 2/15 TONY PEREZ & 2ND HAND SMOKE 
(4PM - 8PM) 

CURTIS LAWSON (9:30PM - 1:30AM] 

SUN 2/16 KING PERKOFF (4PM - 8PM) 
SILVIA C (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


MON 2/17 PETER LINDMAN (4PM - 8PM) 
THE BACHELORS (9:30PM - 1:30AM) 


TUE 2/18 LISA KINDRED 


1232 Grant Avenue 
between Columbus and Vallejo 
in the scenic heart of INfovgia Beach | 



















































































VA AA 
a 


Friday Februar 
/ 4th ‘ 


Free Admission 
tor Couples before 9pm 
Dessert & Roses with 
VIP area purchase 


$16 Larkin at O'Farrell 
415 776 0212 


www.newcenturvst.com 


— 


(est _mewcentury Fnocw 
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MUDE WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
AND CENTERFOLDS 

rPReESe NT 


ee et le | 
ike Te Phe a 2 he ee 


7 

\ 
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- 


February20th ce | 
Thursday Wight-10em! | BO OF 


TICKET 


with this coupon 


noe i 


All Nude Cabaret 2 


391 Broadway www.centerfolasst.com 415.634.0662 
-_orrier! iInSF S@SF_C laieiie 
Pour matches per nicht olus tag team ewents « Early entry discount + All tickets include free shower shows 


Advance tickets available at www.centerfoldsf.com 
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Tuesday, w/ DJs Good Sho & El de la Clave, 8:30 p.m., 


$10. 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘‘Porreta!,”’ 


all night forro party with DJs Carioca & Lucio K, 
Third Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $7. 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 


mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and 


Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 


9:30 p.m.). 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kindred, 
Third Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
sfSoundSalonSeries, w/ Natural Artefacts, Tim 
Perkis, Lucie Vitkova, 7:49 p.m., $10-$15. 


POP DECONSTRUCTED 


Celebrate 
Your Inde- 
pendents 


Bay Area trio Bronze’s 
sophomore album World Arena makes 
a solid foil for modern psychedelic 
music. In its reflection, supposed pro- 
ponents of the genre appear static, 
held back by arrested development 
and bound to outmoded conventions. 
Forget the term’s loaded meanings; 
forget Beatle boots, Syd Barrett idola- 
try, anthropomorphic drawings ren- 
dered like melting 


goop, and gear- tonight... 


snob insistence on 


dent labels are the music indus- 
try’s truly adaptive players. Savvy 
upstart imprints are increasingly 
involved in promotion, booking, 
digital distribution, licensing, and 
limited edition releases on unique 
formats, with a fervor that’s seem- 
ingly disproportionate to the phys- 
ical units sold, because the revenue 
from touring and publishing is 
more potentially lucrative than 
peddling regular physical product. 
It’s a viable new model, realigned 
to the industry’s tectonic postmil- 
lennial shifts, and local labels like 
Slumberland, Castle Face, Polyvi- 
nyl, and Loglady are leading pro- 
ponents, not to mention Revolver, 
the West Coast’s most vital and 
entirely independent distribution 
house. The Bay Area Record 
Label Fair, presented by Profes- 
sional Fans booking group and Fa- 
ther/Daughter 
Records, brings 
these compa- 


vintage tones. All H | ) ) -” N nies and over 

of that is irrelevant 20 other labels 
> 

neo-psych non- ‘\ ( [ a N } A and stores to 

sense to Bronze. —ijes thee Parkside 


The group fulfills with...’ 


rrr ie on Saturday, 


the psychedelic im- _— — Feb. 15, to rev- 


perative — to 

muddle perception 

or instill a sense of 

mental expansion — but without the 
clichés. Bronze’s palette of home- 
made electronics coils around pro- 
gressive drum beats as vocal 
incantations penetrate listeners’ psy- 
che. World Arena is accoutrement for 
enhanced sensory pathways, and 
Bronze celebrates the new album's re- 
lease this Thursday, Feb. 13, at the 
S.F. Eagle with Sam Flax, Screature, 
and Woman. 

Major record label power is con- 
centrated in fewer companies than 
it once was, but the clout of these 
cultural arbiters is hardly dimin- 
ished. In 2011, Ukrainian-American 
oligarch Leonard Blavatnik bought 
Warner Music from Time-Warner 
for $3.3 billion. Still, Warner’s sway 
pales in comparison to Universal, 

a company that controlled each of 
the top 10 tracks in Billboards Hot 
100 last September. As one adage 
goes, the music business is (still) for 
ambitious people who aren't trust- 
worthy enough for politics. 

While the majors can still rely 
on creating hits, small indepen- 


el in local music 

industry soli- 

darity. The free 
event also includes live sets from 
Cocktails, Dog Party, Twin Steps, 
and Al Lover. Download code not 
included. 

Boasting members of the Man- 
tles, Skygreen Leopards, and the 
sadly short-lived act the Art Muse- 
ums, Reds Pinks & Purples con- 
tinue the local tradition of pop de- 
construction. With riffs chiseled to 
mellifluous outlines, muted percus- 
sion, tender vocals, and comforting 
swathes of incidental noise, Reds 
Pinks & Purples are proponents 
of the opiate pop underground, 
lingering in a codeine tunnel to 
nowhere. Their conspicuous lack of 
web presence or available releases 
despite the “members-of” pedigree 
suggests disaffected urban sophis- 
ticate syndrome, which should 
galvanize those idealistic listeners 
who insist that the music speaks 
for itself, man. Reds Pinks & Pur- 
ples open for the rousing Violent 
Change and East Bay newcomers 
Turner on Sunday, Feb. 16, at El 
Rio for the paltry sum of $3. 
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PANNIES AND FORTIES 


By Dan Savage 


Iam an 18-year-old pansexual girl. I’m currently in a 
relationship with a guy. He is a bit younger, though 
mature for his age. We get along great, our friends like 
us together, yada yada yada. He wants to do the wait- 
ing until marriage thing for sex. Im cool with that. He 
wants to do this for religious reasons, which I mostly 
agree with. We met in youth group, after all. Here is 
the real kink. I lost the big V about a year ago. He 
knows about that, isn’t happy about it (cause he 
hasn't), but is willing to date me anyway. 

What hasn't really come up is the subject of porn 
and masturbation. He doesn’t do either (or won't 
fess up to them) and doesn’t approve. I, however, 
do both. The porn I am willing to forgo, but I don’t 
want to give up pleasuring myself. This guy knows 
nothing. He has talked about how we ought to 
“keep ourselves pure.” (My thoughts on purity: I’ve 
already screwed that up!) Is there any good way to 
communicate to him that I’m not going to give up 
masturbating without him going crazy? It took long 
enough just to show him I wasn't the spawn of Sa- 
tan because I like girls as much as I like guys. Should 
Ijust go along with his standards and try giving up 
masturbation? Or should I not tell him anything 
about what I do in the privacy of my own bedroom? 
Mismatched On Sex 


The best way to communicate to this boy that you 
aren't gonna give up masturbation is to break the 
fuck up with him, MOS. Your boyfriend is essen- 
tially forcing you to pick between him or masturba- 
tion, and the choice is obvious: Masturbation is a 
pleasurable friend that doesn’t judge you or shame 


you, and your boyfriend is an unpleasant, sex-nega- 


tive, controlling, judgmental scold. DTMFA. 

Then after you've enjoyed a few dozen cele- 
bratory guilt-free orgasms, MOS, ask yourself 
why you wasted even two minutes of your 
precious pansexual time on a guy like him, i-e., 
someone with whom you're clearly not sexually 
compatible. I could understand you dating a guy 
who was a virgin and wanted to remain sexually 
inactive for now, but dating someone you had 
to talk out of seeing you as the spawn of Satan? 
Dating someone you have to lie to about some- 
thing as common and healthy as masturbation? 
Not worth it, MOS, not in the short run, not in 
the long run. You want to be with someone who 
likes you and wants to be with you, and this boy 
doesn’t like you. Why on earth do you like him? 

Finally: I hope that parenthetical in your 
second paragraph was meant sarcastically. But 
just in case: Being sexually active does not make 
you “impure.” I think you know that, MOS, but 
I want you to get out of this relationship while 
you still believe it. 


I'ma 24-year-old straight male and Im unattractive. 
Physically I’m not bad (not hot, but not ugly), but 
sadly, I’ve suffered from extreme depression all my life. 
I've gotten help, and it's made me alittle better, to the 
point where I’m functional. Now here's my issue: Low 
self-esteem and lethargy aren't exactly the best things 
for attracting the opposite sex. My sex life is poor, and 
my love life is nonexistent. I’ve never felt romantic 
chemistry with a woman ever, and I'm honestly losing 
any faith that it will ever happen. I’ve always tried to 
respect women, but my inability to attract them some- 
times leaves me feeling resentful. I don’t want to be- 
come a bitter men’s rights activist, so I'm wondering if 
you have any advice. 

Unattractive Guy Longingly Yearns 
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Did you see Louis C.K.'s most recent comedy spe- 
cial? He does this bit about schlumpy guys — guys 
like him — who don’t have much luck with women 
when they’re young. “I like getting older,” he says, 
“because for me, the kind of guy Iam, getting older 
makes my life better. My sex life? Way better at 
45... Td like to make one of those ‘It Gets Better’ 
ads for dumpy young guys. We could use a little 
help, a little encouragement.” 

Louis C.K.’s advice for you: “Stay relatively 
employed and washed; you're going to be amaz- 
ing in your 40s. You're going to be the branch 
that she can grab before she hits the ground. It’s 
going to be so great. It just takes time for her cir- 
cumstances to match your looks. When real shit 
matters, you're going to be the sexiest mother- 
fucker in the world.” 

My advice for you: Keep working on your de- 
pression, throw yourself into nonsexual pursuits 
that you enjoy, find a job you like and build a ca- 
reer, locate and patronize (and overtip) an inde- 
pendent sex worker (which can help you learn to 
interact with women), and don’t allow bitterness 
to ruin you for all those women you're gonna get 
with in your 40s. 


What is the lesbian synonym for twink? 
Can’t Ask Lesbian Friends 


I tossed your question to the wolves who follow 

me on Twitter, CALF, and got a few suggestions: 
twyke, dykelet, and Bieber. But the term of art is 
“baby dyke.” 


Love you, Dan, but I expected a little bit more from you 
in your response to ERR, a restaurant manager who 
was attempting to advise a “Mexican” employee who 
was having romantic problems. I'm not sure what being 
Mexican has to do with this issue at all. On some levels, 
ERR including it, or you not addressing it, seems to un- 
derlie, and subliminally support, some people's predis- 
posed — okay, prejudicial — views. Here’s a fun 
exercise. Replace the word Mexican with the word 
“black” in ERR’s question. Now try Jew. Now try Rus- 
sian... French... Italian... Thousand Islands? (Kidding, 
but this is a restaurant we're talking about.) See how 
the descriptor of the person can change the feel of the 
story, without it actually being in any way part of it? 
Care to comment? Por favor? 

Tim In Toronto 


A lot of immigrants from Mexico — documented 
and undocumented — work in restaurants in the 
United States, TIT. Having worked in restaurants 
myself, and having worked with a lot of Mexican 
immigrants, I thought the detail was germane for 
this reason: New or relatively new residents are of- 
ten baffled by our strange sexual mores, which can 
include married ladies sleeping with restaurant 
workers who aren't their husbands. (This never 
happens in Mexico, of course, because Mexican 
wives are loyal and honest and eager.) And during 
my years in the restaurant industry, TIT, I wit- 
nessed many decent and kind restaurant managers 
help their Mexican employees — some of whom 
were struggling not just with cultural barriers but 
also with language barriers — navigate the strange 
and unfamiliar social, political, and sexual mores, 
norms, and expectations they were encountering 
in the United States. So the detail struck me as 
both relevant and benign. 


On the Lovecast, why divorce rates are so 
high among religious conservatives: savage- 
lovecast.com. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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HELP WANTED 


Sr. Server Programmer 

(San Francisco, CA) Define 
hardware&software 
requirements for hosting 
servers&communication links for 
server based tasks; Define data 
communication flow between 
servers&clients, estimate cost of 
hardware, hosting, bandwidth; 
Perform or direct revision, repair, 
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game programs consulting 

with game designers. 40hrs/wk. 
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guidance on state-of-the-art 
design and implementation 
approaches to game 
development. Bachelor’s 
degree plus 5 years ritd exp. or 
Master's degree plus 3 years 
rltd exp. required. U.S. or 
foreign equivalent. To apply 
email resume and cover letter 
to: jobs@havok.com 
referencing job ID 14JCO1, 
position title and ad source. 
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ment. Alcohol Abuse. DrugAd- 
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Call Now 855-577-0234 Rehab 
Placement Service. 


WANTS TO purchase minerals 
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